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Rationale for BAA Courses

• Respond to the local needs of students in 
schools/communities

• Help to provide flexibility and choice for students and 
acknowledge specific and personal learning needs

Board Authority Authorized Course Order:
School Act, sections 168 (2) (b) and (t)
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Designing BAA Curriculum

• Understanding that current Ministry courses are not 
“all encompassing” of potential areas of learning

• Support for students who may be learning in a 
specialty area or who have special interests for 
which a current course does not exist

• Ministry’s way of supporting a wide variety of 
students to get elective credits toward graduation
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Guiding Principles

• Courses must be aligned with the Ministry of Education’s “Know-Do-

Understand” curriculum design

• Courses can not overlap with current courses in a significant way

• Courses can count towards elective credits (Grades 10 - 12) in the 

Graduation Program, but NOT as targeted credit (e.g.: Social Studies 11/12 credit)

• Courses can not be used toward the Adult Graduation Program 

• Courses do not have pre-requisites
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Process for Proposing a BAA course
• Proposals Submitted by 

November 5, 2021

• NVSD (BAA) Joint Committee 
Review proposal using MOE 
guidebook

• Recommendation to Board of 
Education

• Board Motion (December 2021)

• Submission to Ministry for final 
approval using form

• Approved Course can be used 
starting in 2022/23 and will be 
reviewed over a four-year cycle
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2021 Proposal Recommendation

History of Rock Music 
Developed by Dave Murton, teacher at Handsworth Secondary as a Grade 11 course
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BIG IDEAS
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Aboriginal Worldviews and Perspectives
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Learning Standards
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Elaborations
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Instruction, Assessment & Resources
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QUESTIONS?
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