
 

 English 8 Course Outline   
 
"Someone should tell their side of the story, and maybe people would understand then and wouldn't be so quick to judge  

a boy by the amount of hair oil he wore" - Ponyboy, The Outsiders  

 

Thematic Topics to be Explored…  
 
Courage and Overcoming Obstacles: The Fight To Stand Up For What Is Right  
• How can we find courage within ourselves?  
• Can bravery be learned?  
• What qualities or attributes are present in a courageous person?  
• What makes someone a hero, and what is the role of a hero in our culture?  

 
Who Am I? - The Search For Identity  
• How do our experiences shape how we view ourselves?  
• How can we be true to ourselves, yet remain loyal to our family and friends?  
• What does it take to understand another person's point of view?  
 
Poetry and Writing - How to appreciate language and make it sing!  
• What can poetry do that prose can’t?  
• How can we use the "5 senses" and figurative language to create imagery and voice in our own 
writing?  
• Can you appreciate a poem without "tying it to a chair and beating it with a rubber hose?" -Billy 
Collins  
 

Resources (These are some of the works that we may choose from)  
• A selection of short stories: In Context ll 
• A selection of novels: The Outsiders, Red Wolf 
• A selection of non-fiction  
• A selection of visual texts (film): The Outsiders 
• A selection of poetry  
 

Writing Focus  
• Responding to fiction/non-fiction - personal response and formal literary paragraphs  
• Responding to fiction/non-fiction - making text to self, text to text, and text to world connections  
• Appreciating, interpreting, and responding to poetry  
• Experimenting with a variety of poetic forms  

 

Reading Focus  
• Making predictions, making connections, asking questions, inferencing, and synthesizing ideas  
 

Speaking Focus  

• Explaining "how to" and using argument and persuasion  

• Contributing to the group knowledge of texts through respectful discussion and debate  

• Responding to people’s ideas and questions and asking for clarification.  
• Using evidence from the text to support statements being made  
 

Ongoing Units: Silent Reading and Literature Circles  
Reading plays a big role in the English 8 curriculum, and students should be reading every day with 
a minimum of 15-20 minutes of silent reading. Students are expected to visit the library on their own 
to obtain new reading material.  
In addition to writing, you will have the opportunity to demonstrate your learning in a number of 
different ways: dramatic/oral presentations, letter writing, and debate. 
 
 



* Please note: As the teacher -- I reserve the right to change the course outline at any time. The 
nature of learning is that is it often unpredictable and may take us in any number of places!  
 

Learning Intentions For English Language Arts  
 
1. I can communicate my thinking with clarity and effectiveness.  

2. I can make sense of literary texts and uncover the understandings that live within them.  

3. I can engage in meaningful, purposeful academic discussion.  
 


