
 

 English 12 Course Outline  
 
“All that we are is story. From the moment we are born to the time we continue on our spirit journey, we are 
involved in the creation of the story of our time here….What comes to matter then is the creation of the best 
possible story we can while we’re here; you, me, us, together. When we can do that and we take the time to share 
those stories with each other, we get bigger inside, we see each other, we recognize our kinship – we change the 
world, one story at a time.” -Richard Wagamese  
 

Thematic Topics to be Explored This Semester…  

Uncovering The Self Through Story  
• What factors shape our beliefs and values?  
• How can narratives of experience change our perspective and provide insight into our 

own lives?  
 

Insiders and Outsiders  
• How can we fit into the world around us without losing ourselves?  
• How do our relationships with others influence our identity?  
 

Hope and Humanity  
• In the face of adversity what causes some individuals to fail while others prevail?  
• How do the decisions we make shape our destiny?  
 

The Art Of Persuasion  
• How can we use writing to create a convincing case and inspire people to take 
action?  
 

Resources  
 
• A selection of short stories: Story and Structure 
 
• A selection of novels: All Quiet on the Western Front, Of Mice and Men 
 
• A selection of non-fiction  
 
• Shakespeare: The Merchant of Venice 
 
• A selection of poetry  



Writing Focus  
• Personal Response: narrative/memoir, editorial, argument/persuasion  
 
• Responding To Fiction/Non-Fiction: personal response/making connections, literary 
paragraphs, literary essays  
 
• Responding to Informational Text/Infographics  
 

Reading Focus  
• Reading Strategies: Make predictions, make connections, ask questions, infer,  
and synthesize ideas  
• Reading For Understanding: Analyze for credibility, consider multiple points of view, 
use supporting evidence, summarize findings  
 

 

Speaking Focus  

• Contribute to the group knowledge of texts through respectful discussion and debate  
• Respond to people’s ideas and questions and ask for clarification.  
• Use evidence from the text to support statements being made  
• Use figurative language and persuasive techniques to deliver a compelling speech.  
 

Independent Reading  
Reading plays a big role in the English 12 curriculum. Students should be reading 15-
20 minutes of silent reading every day. Students are also expected to visit the library 
on their own to obtain new reading material, and to read at home for pleasure.  
 

Learning Intentions For English Language Arts  
1. I can communicate my thinking with clarity and effectiveness.  

2. I can make sense of literary texts and uncover the understandings that live within 
them.  

3. I can engage in meaningful, purposeful academic discussion.  
 
* Please note: As the teacher -- I reserve the right to change the course outline at any time. The nature 

of learning is that is it often unpredictable and may take us in any number of places! 


