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June 29, 2020 

Dear Families of Sutherland Students, 

As we officially wrap up the 2019/20 school year, I would like to sincerely thank the Sutherland Community for 

being so supportive through the COVID-19 health crisis and the sudden move into learning at home. While the 

adjustment to remote learning was more seamless for some than it was for others, the school/home 

connection in many ways has never been more important. I am appreciative and thankful to our teachers, 

education assistants, and support staff for their innovation and dedication this Spring to provide meaningful 

education and to maintain critical connections with students. 

Thank you to all of our students who have already returned school resources. To avoid being assessed fees for 

unreturned textbooks, technology, or team uniforms, we ask that all remaining items be returned to the school 

by tomorrow, June 30th. We also ask that any grade 12 student who was unable to attend their pick-up time, 

please come by tomorrow for their grad box and locker contents. 

With the end of the school year we would like to recognize retiring staff members. Congratulations to Dr. 

Roland Schulz and Jay Prepchuk who are both retiring as of June, joining Sandy Kirkwood, Rita Noack, and 

Patricia Kelson who all left earlier this year. We are very thankful for their fine work and many contributions to 

the Sutherland Community over the years and wish them well in their next chapter. 

Although the year ended much differently than expected, staff remained keen to recognize students for their 

contributions to classes, to the Sutherland values, and to the school community as a whole. Our grade 12s 

were recognized for their excellence in individual, subjects during their grad ceremony, but for our current 

grade 8-11students, recognition for subject excellence will be distributed in September when we return to 

school. Please visit the following link for this year’s recipients of the “Praeclarus Scholaris” awards; this 

particular recognition is for students who have demonstrated all-round achievement and have proven to be 

passionate and positive members of our Sutherland Community: Grade 8-11 Brilliant Learners 2020. 

Congratulations to all of our Brilliant Learners and to all of our students who were recognized for their 

excellence this year.  

We will be in touch prior to the start of school in September with welcome back information and an update to 

the plan for Fall.  We anticipate an announcement from the Provincial Health Officer in mid to late August 

about what stage schools across British Columbia will reopen.  Plans are currently in the works for each stage; 

we will communicate specific information once we know what stage we are in when we start the year off. 

Best of wishes to everyone for a safe and enjoyable Summer - and to our graduates and those moving on 

elsewhere next year, we wish you the very best on the road ahead. 

Cary Hungle  
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra-Curricular Athletics Update: 
  
Competitive athletics are a valuable part of our schools’ extracurricular programming and an important 
complement to our focus on physical literacy.  
  

https://www.sd44.ca/school/sutherland/Documents/Brilliant%20Learners%202020%20.pdf


All North Vancouver secondary schools are members of BC School Sports (BCSS). In March, and in response 
to COVID-19, BCSS* banned all interschool and intraschool sport activities and advised that schools should not 
initiate even small-group activities. BCSS has recently extended this directive into the summer months and has 
shared that decisions on a return to play would likely be forthcoming in late August or early September.  
  
It is important to note that community sports are not part of the same regulatory structure that schools are. 
Community sports have been provided guidelines through the government’s agency, ViaSport, on how to 
resume limited activities. These guidelines, while a helpful reference point for schools, do not enable a return 
to play for schools at this time. 
  
As a school community, we remain committed to extracurricular athletics and look forward to providing an 
update to our community as soon as new information becomes available. As always, our actions are guided 
first and foremost with a high regard for the health and safety of our students, staff and community volunteers. 
We appreciate your patience and support as we navigate the challenges COVID-19 presents to extra-curricular 
athletics.  
  
*More information on BC School Sport’s COVID-19 response is available here. 
 

https://www.bcschoolsports.ca/sites/default/files/BCSS%20COVID%2019%20Update%20%235%20-%20May%2029%202020.pdf

