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Course Description:  
 

Big Ideas and inquiry question:  How do I know I am growing as a learner? 
 
During this course, students will acquire strategies to grow as a French second language learner 
and to be successful at the secondary level. The question guiding their learning is: “How do I 
know I am growing as a learner?” Students will engage with the big idea that understanding 
themselves as a learner enables the transfer of knowledge and skills to a variety of contexts. In 
addition to developing these study skills, the course will incorporate aspects of the grade 8 
Français Langue Seconde curriculum, particularly the communication component. The Grade 
7/8 French Immersion Transition course has at its heart, the study of language.   
 
This course explores ways of working through the challenges of ambiguity and translation while 
studying a variety of texts (songs, poems, stories, videos, non-fiction) from the Francophone 
world. In doing so, students will examine the roles which imagination and memory play in our 
understanding and production of text.  This will be explored through the investigation of the 
theme “connections”, and “How to I know I am growing as a learner”? 
 
Identity and connection are key concepts that will frame skill development. Students will focus 
on their emerging skills in relation to the core competencies. The Ministry of Education has 
defined three strands of Core Competencies: Communication, Thinking, and Personal & Social. 
These skills will be developed through a variety of activities designed to build the strategies 
necessary for success in the French Immersion high school setting. 
 

Summer Learning Beliefs:  
Summer Learning provides an engaging learning environment where all students can challenge 
themselves academically and fulfill their learning goals.  To ensure this, students will: 

 abide by the student Code of Conduct 

 adhere to the Academic Honesty policy 
 adhere to the Summer Learning Student Engagement policy 

 respect themselves and others 
 attend every class and be punctual 

 inquire, think, and participate to the best of their ability 
 access technology in class when instructed to do so and for learning purposes only  

 challenge themselves and have fun learning 
 

All Summer Learning policies can be accessed at: 
 https://www.sd44.ca/school/summer/policies/Pages/default. 

 

Course:  French Immersion Transition (Grades 7 to 8) 
 
Teacher Name: Martine Borak 

 
Contact information: mborak@sd44.ca 
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Course Syllabus: 
 
Competencies  
 

What the students will do: 
 
Communication:   

 The set of abilities that students use to impart and exchange information, 
experience and ideas, to explore the world around them, and to 
understand and effectively engage in the use of digital media. 

Thinking 
 The knowledge and processes we associate with intellectual 

development, including specific thinking skills as well as habits of mind, 
and metacognitive awareness. 

Personal and Social 

 The set of of abilities that relates to students’ identify in the world, both as 
individuals and as members of their community and society ; and abilities 
students need to thrive as individuals, to understand and care about 
themselves and others, and to find and achieve their purposes in the 
world. 

Summative 
Assessments  

What the students will understand: 
 

 Students will be expected to create, organize and complete a binder 
representing course expectations, core competencies, schedule and 
acquired skill sets. 

 Students will complete 2 weekly self-assessments accompanied by one 
piece of evidence (in-class work) that demonstrates their growth in the 
course. 

 Students will also produce a portfolio showcasing their growth as a 
French Second Language Learner and the skills they have developed for 
success at the secondary level. The portfolio will include a calendar (In 
French), a compilation of the strategies and/or resources they have been 
and can apply with success in the secondary French Immersion program. 

Transition Skills What the students will know: 
 

 Develop skills in time management 
 Experience a block rotation of classes 

 Set short- and long-term goals for themselves as French Immersion 
learners 

 Approach and adapt to new social setting with confidence 

 Self-assess on the core competencies 

 Organize their ideas and making reasoned judgments in their choice of 
verbal and non-verbal-language 
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Evaluation:    
 
Students who Meet Expectations can… 

 Reflect on their development as French Second Language learners. 
 Demonstrate growth in the development of communication and review strategies.  

 Actively and consistently engage in learning activities 
 Set achievable goals and formulate a plan for their success. 

 Create a product / outcome in response to an inquiry question. 
 Meaningfully reflect on the work of self and others. 

 Demonstrate growth in the development of the core competencies 
 
Celebration of learning: 
 
The 2019 Celebration of Learning is shaped around “Connections”. 
 
The course “French Immersion Transition” is focused on providing students with tools and skills 
that will help them connect to their new high school French Immersion environment. 
 
As outlined by the three core competencies: communication, thinking, and personal and social, 
the theme of “Connections” is central to Transition 7/8. Communication will take place in a 
uniquely new environment, thinking, both critically and creatively, will be approached by teachers 
by new and provocative means, and students will be socially and emotionally interacting with a 
new peer group that will be diverse and significantly improve their experiences as French 
Immersion learners. 
 
Each student will complete a “connections” template and choose a connected area of a growing 
concept map to place their work. Classes will be filmed, using time-lapse video, displaying their 
work together with a sister class. Students may have the opportunity to view the video the 
following day. 
 
Resources: 
 

 binder 

 writing utensils (pens, pencils, crayons, hi-lighters) 

 lined and blank paper 

Online review tools : 

 Le Larousse (dictionary) : http://larousse.fr/dictionnaires/francais 

 La Conjugaison des verbes (le Nouvel Observateur) : http://la-
conjugaison.nouvelobs.com 

 Le Bon Patron (grammar and spell check): https://bonpatron.com/en/ 

 Linguee (translator for special terms and/or concepts): https://www.linguee.fr/ 

 TV5 Enseigner le français : http://enseigner.tv5monde.com/ 

 

https://bonpatron.com/en/

