
 
 

 

 

Course: Explorations in Social Studies 11 

 
 

Course Description: 

Explorations in Social Studies 11 is a broad-ranging survey course that brings together various elements of the world 
of Social Science. Discussion, debate and current events are all important aspects of this class. At present, this course 
is centred on the following three fields: Human Geography –analyzing international patterns of population, living 
standards, and urbanization; Comparative Civilizations –exploring various cultures, both past and present, and the 
connections between them; and Environmental Studies –studying current environmental issues and potential 
solutions, as well as examining our own lifestyles with a view to making positive change. 

SS 11 is open to students in both Grade 11 and 12. Students may choose to use this course as their senior Social 
Studies graduation requirement, as it is less academically rigorous than most Gr. 12-level courses; however, SS 11 
also provides a solid foundation for students who plan to take Gr. 12 Social Studies courses. 

Inquiry Questions: 
-What is life like for people in other parts of the world? How does this compare to life in Canada? 
-When we look back to the past, what commonalities existed across ancient world cultures?   
-What are some of the most significant environmental issues facing our world?  What can we as individuals do 
to create positive change? 
 
Course Expectations: 
It is expected that students will 

 Abide by the student Code of Conduct 

 Adhere to the Academic Honest policy 

 Respect themselves and others 

 Attend every class and be punctual 

 Inquire, think, and participate to the best of their individual ability 

 Access technology in class for learning purposes only, and only when instructed to do so 

 Challenge themselves and have fun learning 
 

Seycove Learning policies can be accessed at: 
https://www.sd44.ca/school/seycove/About/agenda/Documents/Seycove%20Agenda%20Book%202018- 

2019%20(final).pdf 
 

Evidence of Learning 
What the students will KNOW: 

 Population levels, density and trends in different parts of the world, and the different phases of population 
development  

 The various living standards of people have around the world 

 Urbanization: historical trends, causes and effects, and challenges for the future 

 The beginnings of civilization 

 Specific aspects of a few select ancient civilizations (ex. Mesopotamia) 

 Current environmental issues and potential solutions 



 
 

 

 
What the students will DO: 

 ask questions and think critically  

 analyze and evaluate information, evidence, and ideas 

 respond to and communicate ideas in various ways 

 assess significance and credibility of information 

 compare and contrast information 

 observe patterns of continuity and change, as well as cause and effect relationships 

 understand different perspectives 

 make reasoned ethical judgments about different topics 
 
What the students will UNDERSTAND: 

 How to read population pyramids, the Demographic Transition Model, and the meaning of the terms 
developing, newly developed and developed countries 

 Why the Poverty Cycle is self-perpetuating and so difficult to escape 

 Why cities are growing rapidly and what that means for the future 

 What defines a “civilization” and what all human civilizations have in common 

 How and why our choices as individuals are crucial in addressing climate change and other environmental 
problems 

 
Evaluation: based on performance standards and criteria 
 
 

Learning Activity Percentage of Final 
Mark 

Formative assessments: 
Statistics Canada Research assignment 
Living Standards Project 
Land Use/Urban Planning Project 
Civilization: Group Study 
Environmental Issue project 
Chapter Tests/Quizzes 
Notebook Responses 
Social Responsibility 
etc. 

85% 

Final Summative Assessment 15% 

TOTAL 100% 

 
 


