
Ridgeway Elementary 
Term 2- March 2022

Administration Message 
Dear Ridgeway Families,  
  
As we approach Spring Break 2022, two things come to mind. First, this will likely forever 
be a time where we remember when COVID really began for us as it was two years ago 
to the day that the world shut down. Second, we look back at the year so far, along 
with the past two years, with such pride and gratitude for the way Ridgeway has come 
together to keep everyone safe. Thank you again for all of your hard work.  

In spite of all of the challenges that COVID has brought, staff and students persevered 
and this has been another incredible term of learning. We have been able to bring 
back student leadership opportunities like lunch monitors. We have held theme days like 
Olympic Day and Twins Day on Feb. 2, 2022 (2-22-22). PAC has started Fun Lunch again 
and Treat Tuesday is back. We are both in awe of the kindness and commitment of this 
community. Ridgeway is really an amazing place to work and learn! We are looking 
forward to the fun, excitement, and learning that the rest of the year will bring after 
Spring Break. 
  
On behalf of the entire staff, we want to wish you all a very restful, relaxing, and 
recharging Spring Break.   
  
Dean Yeo, Principal 
Jillian Gordon, Vice Principal 



What if my child is absent? Safe Arrival Program 

Ridgeway participates in the Safe Arrival Program through School Messenger. The Safe 
Arrival Program is an app that allows parents to quickly indicate that their child will be 
absent. Information about the Safe Arrival Program and accessing the app is attached.  

Should you encounter a challenge using the Safe Arrival App, please phone 604-903-3740 
and leave a message, or email ridgeway@sd44.ca indicating your child's name, division, 
teacher name, and reason for absence.  If you know your child will be away for an 
extended absence, please phone the school.  

It is very important we know where students are and appreciate your support with this 
important matter. 

What if my child is late? 

Students in the Main Building 
Please bring your child to the front doors of the 
main building. Students are asked to sign in at 
the main office.  

Students n the Demountable Building 
Please bring your child to the south doors of the 
demountable building and call 604-903-3740. 
The office will let you know to send your child 
inside to tell their teacher they re here. teachers 
will phone the office to confirm. 

What if my child has to 
leave early?  

If you know your child needs to 
leave early, please email both 
your child’s teacher and 
ridgeway@sd44.ca or log the 
early dismissal using the Safe 
Arrival app. When you arrive at 
school, please call 604-903-3740 
and we will bring your child 
outside to meet you.  

Office Reminders 

Upcoming Dates 

Monday, March 28th- School Reopens  

Friday, April 15th- Good Friday, School Closed  

Monday, April 18th- Easter Monday, School Closed 

mailto:ridgeway@sd44.ca
mailto:ridgeway@sd44.ca
mailto:ridgeway@sd44.ca
mailto:ridgeway@sd44.ca


COVID-19 Information 

Thank you to students, families, and staff for helping us stay safe. Recent changes to our 
mask policy have been announced and will take effect following Spring Break. While masks 
will no longer be required in schools, those students and staff wishing to continue wearing a 
mask will be supported and respected.  

Students and staff continue to be required to complete the daily health check before 
coming to school, click here for information.  

Click here for current NVSD information and resources regarding Covid-19. 

It you are travelling this Spring Break, please ensure you are informed of current restrictions 
and requirements. Please click here for a link for information from Vancouver Coastal Health 
on our NVSD website.   

Safety Reminders 

Being Prepared  
for the Weather 

At Ridgeway, our students go 
out at recess and lunch every 
day. Research clearly supports 
that children need regular 
breaks outside for fresh air and 
exercise. Please remember to 
dress your child appropriately 
for the weather. It will be a very 
rare occasion to stay inside 
during breaks, so please make 
sure to help set your child up for 
success in their day with 
necessary rain and outdoor 
gear. For younger students, an 
extra set of clothing at school is 
helpful.

Traffic Safety 

Please remember that 
Ridgeway is in a 30 km/h zone 
and safety is everyone’s 
responsibility.   

Remember that the parking lot 
is for staff only and we ask that 
you do not use it for student 
drop off or pick up. Also, please 
do not block the driveway 
when parking around 
Ridgeway. 

https://www.sd44.ca/COVID-19/dailyhealthcheck/Documents/Daily%20Health%20Check_What%20to%20Do%20When%20Sick_RRT.pdf
https://www.sd44.ca/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/COVID-19/Documents/International%20Travel%20and%20School_RRT%20Feb%202022.pdf
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Term Highlights 

We have had an engaging 
and enjoyable second term 
filled with learning, fun, and 

friends.  

Please enjoy these snapshots 
of Ridgeway in action!

Classes created artwork 
inspired by the season. 

Classes learned about Lunar New Year 
and celebrated together!

We explored the Grandfather Teaching of Respect 
and shared our work at a virtual assembly. 

We celebrated Pink Shirt Day with a virtual 
assembly led by Grade 7 MCs and shared the 

message of, “Let’s Lift Each Other Up”. 



We continued our journey with the Grandfather Teachings to 
explore humility represented by the wolf. 

We closed our term together with Games Day in classrooms and a fun school-wide game of Connect 4!

 

We continued our School Plan work with staff having the opportunity to participate in last 
term’s family survey. We then compared responses to find common threads (family 

responses on left, staff responses on right).



A Note from the Library 

Hello Ridgeway families! 

I just had to write to tell you how lovely it's been having the 
kids in the library;  enjoying the space and our book 
collection. Everyone is doing a great job of choosing their 
own books and taking care of them.   

We are continually working on making the library as user 
friendly as possible for the students and this year I have taken 
on the challenge of genrifying the fiction collection. It is a big 
job and is not yet complete, but has been a hit so far. The older 
kids will often ask for a particular genre and I am now able to 
direct them towards a coloured spine label that matches their 
request (pink for fantasy, yellow for adventure for example). 

I see 17 of our divisions for a weekly library  class (30 or 40 minutes) 
and 12 divisions for a simple book exchange.   

The kids are not limited too much as to how many books they borrow (I ask 
them how many they think they'll need for the week- some will take 1 and 
others 10). I don't require them to bring the books back weekly but I do 
always ask if they know where they are. If the kids aren't sure where they are 
and we haven't seen them for 2-3 weeks then I ask if a reminder note would 
be helpful- they usually say yes.   

If you see such a note, please have a good look around home for the book(s) listed, and 
we will do the same here at school.  It is usually found sooner or later (I am always most 
excited when a lost book makes it's way back to us after a long absence).   On occasion, if 
the book has been badly damaged or definitely lost then we will collect a small donation 
or a replacement book if possible and delete the old book from the system. 

I hope you have been enjoying reading with and to your kids and are 
having wonderful discussions!  I sure am! 

Please email me anytime if you have a question about the library -  
hgallilee@sd44.ca. You can also follow the 
library Instagram account - librarygall44.  

Kindly, 
Heather Gallilee  
Ridgeway's Teacher-Librarian 



Class Snapshots 

Division 1 acting out two chapters 
of their novel. 

Division 2 used Harvard Project Zero’s ‘Making Meaning’ 
routine to unpack the complexities of immigration. Students 

communicated and collaborated to develop a more 
nuanced understanding of immigration.

Division 3 showing off their weaving of traditional 
headbands. This teaching was shared with us by 

Laura Ellwood and Courtney Kessel from the NVSD 
Indigenous Education Team.

Division 4 enjoying 
outdoor time. 

Division 5 working 
together. 

Division 6 practicing 
their jumping skills!



 Division 7 shows off their names in 3D - 
1 point perspective. Division 8 enjoying Outdoor 

Education at Moodyville Park.

Division 9 poses with 
their work. 

Division 10 enjoying the 
warmer weather.

Division 11 has been learning about  the 
Grandfather Teachings

Working on long 
division in Division 12. 

Division 13 Loving 
Badminton!



Division 14 participated in the Fur 
Trade Game where they collected furs 

to trade for items from a “trading 
post”.

Using our inferring, observing, and 
sometimes tasting skills, Division 15 
has been conducting a variety of 

experiments to determine how and 
what causes matter to change phase!

Division 16 students learning 
about light energy. 

Division 17 working on financial 
literacy.

Division 18 explores 
Growth Mindset. 



Division 19 students at 
work.  Division 20 students working on 

their weekly STEAM bins. 

Division 21 making 
STEM Leprechaun traps.

Like Yayoi Kusama, Division 22 covered 
ourselves in dots and we weren't sorry.

Exploring light and 
sound with Division 23. Division 24 wearing 

their 100 Day Crowns.



Division 25 enjoying school!

Division 26 exploring 100 on the 
100th day of school. 

Division 27 celebrates 
Pink Shirt Day.

Division 28 having fun 
on the carpet!

Division 29 made a 
“Map of my Heart”. 
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