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New	information	items:	

 
 
BIPOC ACTIVITIES 
Thank you to our PAC and parent BIPOC committee once again 
for supporting guest speaker Parker Johnson for the staff and  
then again for our intermediate students! The students enjoyed a 
very rich discussion about racism.  
Many of our classes have enjoyed incorporating Canadian Black  
History into their teachings so far this month.  
 
SEL This Month 
All classes are continuing with their grade appropriate activities in Second Step, as well, February is a 
month focused on kindness as we celebrate Valentine’s Day, 100’s day and Pink Shirt Day this month. We 
enjoyed our virtual “Kindness Assembly” that shared messages of diversity, acceptance and the 
importance of demonstrating and understanding of our code of conduct. What does being Respectful, 
Responsible and Resourceful mean to our students and staff? We continue to encourage students to 
demonstrate respect by being kind with their words and actions, to demonstrate being responsible by 
being their best self, making good decisions and to demonstrate being resourceful by knowing how to 
solve or who to ask to for help when solving their difficulties or troubles. Our common language this 
month includes “keep the problem small,” “what can you do to make the situation better.” 
 
Our school counsellor, Ms. Hart will be sharing this quick video with teachers about communication…. is 
the information you are about to share “good, useful or truthful?” If not, why tell it at all? Is it your story 
to tell? Click this link to watch Socrates “ Triple Filter Test “ 
 
Is your child’s classroom teacher sending home the “parent participation Second Step home pages?”  
There is a weekly family/parent component to the lessons completed in class. Please see the codes listed 
below – these are provided for your access once you are in the Second Step website. 

Second Step links for parents (www.secondstep.org) 

Grade Activation Code to use once in the Second Step site 
Pre K /K / 1 SSPK 9MJK 
Grade 2 SSP2 FAMI LY72 
Grade 3 SSP3 FAMI LY73 
Grade 4 SSP4 FAMI LY74 
Grade 5 SSP5 FAMI LY75 
Grade 6 SSP6 FAMI LY76 

 
Click on the links below to see two rubrics used in guiding our practice this year. 

SEL student competencies 

SEL School wide indicators 
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Has your child been nominated for student of the month? Check with your child’s classroom teacher to 
see what traits and attributes they are being recognized for. This month we are recognizing students who 
are “original and accept differences in others” and “resilient, wants to improve”. 
 
News from the Library 
Parents now have access to some more of our collections when they log in to the catalogue with their 
children's login code.   If they click on collections, they will find 5 recently added BIPOC collections as well 
as the Patti Baldwin collections. 
 
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/51696 
 
Please view our Queensbury Website for more information. 
 

Mark your calendars! The fun and excitement of a Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our 
school! To adapt to our changing needs, Scholastic has developed a Virtual Book Fair to 
provide an opportunity for our students and families to experience the joy of reading 
together. 

 
So save the date! Our Scholastic Virtual Book Fair will take place on April 12 - 25 
 
When it’s time to shop, visit our school’s Virtual Book Fair 
site using this link: 

 
https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5156900 
 
Before our Fair begins, click the link to: 

• SAVE it to your browser 
• WATCH videos of popular new titles 

• PREVIEW our Featured Books 
 

Watch for news leading up to our Scholastic Virtual Book Fair! 
 

Happy reading! 
 
QUEENSBURY PINK SHIRT DAY (Wednesday, February 24th) (http://pinkshirtday.ca)  
While no formal school wide activities are planned this year, students and staff have been encouraged to 
wear pink on Wednesday, Feb. 24th.  Please check with your child’s classroom teachers about activities 
that may be happening in the classroom. 
 
News from our Band Teacher – Mr. Solomakha 
As the band registration is underway, it makes me very happy to see that our classes are filling up with 
new and returning students. Thank you for your support of the Band and Strings Program and live music 
in our community.  
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The link below will be very helpful for those of you who are deciding on what instrument your child should 
be playing in band next year. Each video is about 2 minutes long. After you click on the link, scroll down to 
the bottom of the page and you will see the list of all wind, brass and percussion instruments available in 
band. Please note that the electric bass guitar is also an option to learn in band, despite it not being on 
the list.  
 
http://tomleemusic.ca/instrument-safari  
 
If you haven’t contacted me about your instrument choice, please watch these instrument videos 
together with your child and let me know your preferences; or you can fill out the instrument selection 
sheet that I sent out several weeks ago and drop it off at the school office. 
 
Please remember to register before March 5!  
 
Grade 7 Information 
Grade 7 students and teachers have begun connecting with Sutherland High School regarding the typical 
grade 7-8 transition that begins at this time of year. In lieu of an in person tour, Sutherland created a 
virtual tour for students which will be posted to our website shortly. As well, Mr. Hockley (Grade 8 
Counsellor ) and his team are supporting our students with their course selection sheets. If your child is 
not planning to attend Sutherland for grade 8, please get in contact with your child’s classroom teacher as 
soon as possible. 
 
REPORT CARDS and CONFERENCES 
Please ensure that you are able to log on to the district portal to access your child’s on-line report card. 
Report cards will be posted to the portal any time after 12:00PM on Friday, March 5th. Report cards will 
not be printed out. Please consider saving a copy of your child’s report to your desktop.  
 
Conference are scheduled for March 9 and 10th – 2pm dismissal for all students. Please check with your 
child’s classroom teacher regarding virtual conference times. 
 
If you forget how to logon, please review the instructions found on our website (click here). Please review 
these instructions and if you continue to have difficulties, please contact Karen Cannon 
(kcannon@sd44.ca). 

MyEd Parent Tips and Resources 
Communicating Student Learning 

 
FSA’s begin today for grade 4 and 7 
Students in grade 4 and 7 are beginning their FSA tests today. Unless students have a Ministry Identification 
and meet specific criteria, all students are expected to complete the assessments. Results will likely be 
mailed home in May.  
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Keeping Connected 
 
We acknowledge for families that the regulations around being  
allowed into the school has had an impact on communication  
between teachers and families. The quick conversations that you  
may have had at the end of the day is no longer occurring. This is  
why we are reminding parents about communication protocols.  
 
There so many ways that information is communicated to  
parents, and at times it can seem like there is “not enough” or  
“it’s very time sensitive” or there is an “overload” of information.  
If you have found yourself in one of these positions, you’re not  
alone!  
 
As the School and PAC continue to work together for the benefit of all students, there are times when 
new initiatives can take on a life of their own. The PAC is not designed to work independently of the 
school, but rather in support of the school goals and initiatives. The first place for a new parent initiative is 
to go through the school administration, then the conversation will happen with staff at the appropriate 
venue (staff meeting, etc, committee meetings). Please do not contact staff directly without going 
through the office.  
 

Student success is directly correlated to 
the frequency of communication between 
home and school. We recognize that many 
families are “co-parenting” and lives are 
busy. Please ensure that your email is up to 
date with our office and that your 
frequently check your “junk” folder. We’ve 
also noticed quite a lag time in receiving 
emails for those families still using 
“Hotmail”. Please consider upgrading your 
email provider. 
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Calendar items: 
February 24  Pink Shirt Day and Pizza Day 
February 26 District Wide Pro-D – school not in session 
March 5  Report Cards published (after 12pm) 
March 9-10 2PM dismissal for Report card conferences 
March 12 Pizza Day and Last day before spring break.  
  Thank you for staying local and staying healthy! 
March 29 First day after spring break 
April 2  Good Friday – no school 
April 5  Easter Monday – no school 
April 28  Collaboration Day – 2PM dismissal 
May 10  District Wide Professional Day – school not in session 
May 24  Victoria Day Holiday – school not in session 
June 29  Last day of school 
 
 
Standing Information Items: 
 
Queensbury’s School Handbook 

A copy of our current handbook is available on our website. A condensed version is located in 
the front of the student agendas. 

Queensbury’s School Plan 
 
Our goals were new as of 2019-2020 school year, and as such, will remain in place for the next 
school year, with some minor adjustments due to Covid-19.  

Goal #1 
To enhance a sense of belonging for students, staff and parents within our school community 

Goal #2 
To implement a common school wide approach toward teaching social emotional skills 


