
Re: Grade 7 to 8 Transition to Sutherland Secondary in September 2021 

Dear Parents / Guardians of Grade 7 Students,  

On behalf of the administration and staff of Sutherland, I would like to welcome you to the Sutherland 
Secondary School community. It is with great anticipation and excitement that we look forward to the arrival 
of your child at Sutherland for the 2021-2022 school year. This letter provides an overview of the transition 
process to secondary school that your child will participate in over the next few months. Our transition 
program focuses on giving both students and their families information about secondary school and about 
how we can best support our students prior to their official arrival in September. We encourage you to take 
an active role in this process and ask that you please make note of the important dates below. Due to the 
continued implications of the COVID 19 Pandemic, we will not be able to do certain things in the same way 
as we have done traditionally, but we are committed to being innovative in order to help our students feel as 
positive - and informed - as possible in this important educational transition. 

Virtual Parent Meeting: Grade 7 à 8 Transition Introduction for Grade 7 - Thursday, January 21th - 6:30 - 7pm 
Parents and Guardians of current grade 7s are invited to attend an online meeting on MS Teams to welcome 
you to our school community, introduce some of the key staff at our school, and introduce the process of 
transition from grade 7 to grade 8. This meeting will start promptly at 6:30pm on Thursday, January 30th. We 
encourage you to join early (after 6:15pm) to make sure everything is working with the technology. This 
meeting is designed for parents and guardians along with their child and should only last about 30 minutes. 

Course Programming Presentation for Grade 7 Parents – Posted Online January 22 
Parents and Guardians of current grade 7s are invited to watch the Course Programming Presentation online 
streamed on Vimeo at their convenience between Friday, January 22 and Monday February 1. The 
presentation will take approximately an hour to view in its entirety, but can be stopped and started as 
needed by families. This will include an introduction to the school and to some of our key staff, a virtual 
school tour led by senior students, as well as an explanation of the transition to secondary process.  The 
primary purpose of this meeting is to provide information about the Sutherland grade 8 course offerings and 
programs available. We will introduce the Course Request Sheets and give information about the process to 
support students in completing these forms. This presentation is designed for parents and guardians, as 
students will be shown a similar presentation in their grade 7 classrooms. 

Online Q&A Opportunity for Grade 7 Parents - Tuesday, February 2nd - 6:30pm (length as needed) 
Parents and Guardians of current grade 7s are invited to a Follow-up Q&A Meeting on Tuesday, February 2 
at 6:30pm. This meeting will have no formal agenda or presentation, but rather will simply be based on 
Questions submitted by parents and guardians with regards to the previously viewed Course Programming 
Presentation.  Parents/guardians are encouraged to watch the aforementioned presentation ahead of time, 
and submit questions ahead of time.  There will be the opportunity to use the chat function on MS Teams to 
follow-up on questions of widespread interest.  Ms. Gargiulo and Mr. Hockley will do their very best to 
answer all of these questions, and can also reply directly to individuals who have more specific questions with 
regards to their own child. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Secondary Enhanced Program and Academies – Registration period January 18th to Feb 21st 
 

The North Vancouver School District has many exciting opportunities for secondary students through 
Enhanced Programs and Academies. Traditionally, the District has hosted an open house for families at 
Sutherland, but of course this event is not possible this year. To find out about the various opportunities and 
learn more, please visit the following two NVSD44 webpages: Programs & Services & Academies - NVSD44. 
The registration period is January 18 to Feb 21st. 
 

Grade 7 Student Course Programming and Course Request Sheets 
 

Grade 7 students traditionally have toured Sutherland, met the staff and students, and were provided course 
programming information, in person, during their visits. Again, with the inability to meet in person, the 
process this year will have to be innovative. The plan is for students to view a virtual tour and to review the 
Programming Information Presentation in their grade 7 classroom. The Grade 8 Counsellor, Ms. Gargiulo, 
and the Grade Administrator, Mr. Hockley, will be available for questions and follow-up on MS Teams.  
Students will receive Course Request Sheets at this time and forms will be due back to your child’s grade 7 
teacher by Thursday, February 25, 2021. Please note: You can contact Mr. Hockley (GHockley@sd44.ca) or 
Ms. Gargiulo (mgargiulo@sd44.ca) directly if you have any questions.  
 

Grade 7 Articulation Meetings 
 

Another key aspect of the grade 7 transition process happens in April.  The Sutherland Transition Team 
(composed of the grade 8 Counsellor, Administrator, Learning Support Teacher, Family of Schools Leader) 
will meet virtually with elementary school grade 7 staff to discuss the educational needs of our grade 7 
students coming to Sutherland. If necessary, your child’s elementary teacher will be sharing any suggested 
changes or recommendations to your child’s program with you. For students who may require additional 
supports, the Family of Schools Leader will contact families.   
 

Grade 7 Student Orientation to Secondary School 
 

In May, each elementary grade 7 class will be invited to meet virtually with Sutherland senior students who 
will provide an orientation with “Lessons in High School Readiness” (opening locks, reading the schedule, 
etc.)  At this time, Grade 7s will be able to ask questions of the senior students in a panel format. 
 

September 2021 – Grade 8 First day of Secondary School & Parent Orientation 
 

Just prior to the return to school for the new 21/22 school year, we will send a letter to all grade 8 
parents and guardians regarding their first days at Sutherland. Hopefully, the situation surrounding the 
pandemic will be much improved and we will be able to do a greater number of in-person activities to 
allow for a more positive transition. Students will likely be invited for their first day at Sutherland 
Secondary for an in-depth and in-person welcome and orientation to our school.   
 

On behalf of the Sutherland Secondary Community, we look forward to meeting and working with you and 
your child. Please visit our web site at Sutherland School Website for more information. If you have any 
questions regarding your child’s program or transition to our school, please don’t hesitate to contact us! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Greg Hockley 
Vice-Principal Sutherland Secondary 
GHockley@sd44.ca 
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