
Stories of Learning  
Learning Through Inquiry 

My wonder is… A question I put on our Inquiry Wall is… My class is inquiring into… 

Learning through inquiry starts with interesting learning provocations to get 
students curious and thinking - about things they see, hear, read, and experience.  
They access what they think they know to be able to ask questions to extend and 
deepen their learning.  Through inquiry, students are active learners who strive to 
construct their understanding of concepts that apply to their current and future 
realities.  Teachers are instrumental in the inquiry process as they assess their 
students’ level of understanding and determine ways to help them broaden and 
deepen their knowledge and skill sets to be able to theorize, make and support 
claims, and choose to take action in response to their learning.   

A way teachers at the school are making thinking visible is through their Inquiry 
Walls.  Inquiry Walls help students see and understand the learning goals of units 
of inquiry, and they serve as a place for them to record their “wonders” in relation 
to the unit.  As students progress in their learning, the Inquiry Walls evolve to 
reflect how students’ understandings have changed.   
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FSNS Caring 
Schools 
Initiatives 
Our PAC is supporting 
Family Services of the 
North Shore’s Caring 
Schools Initiatives 
through which they are 
collecting clothing and 
items for COVID Care 
Kits.  Donations can be 
dropped off directly to 
the PAC representatives 
who will be helping with 
the plant sale pick-ups 
on April 29th and April 
30th.  They will be 
outside near the 
playground.  
Alternatively, you can 
send donations to 
school with your 
children and they can 
bring them to the school 
office.  Thank you for 
your support of this  
PAC-sponsored 
initiative! 
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Norgate Xwemélch’stn News 
We would like to thank the Coast Salish people, specifically the Skwxwú7mesh Nation and Tsleil-

Waututh Nation, on whose unceded traditional territory the North Vancouver School District resides. 
We value the opportunity to learn, share and grow on this traditional territory.

Grade 4 Inquiry Wall
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Grade 7s inquired into the properties of dry ice

In addition to the ongoing drumming we enjoy at the school, we’re also enjoying the sounds of guitars, ukuleles and 
Boomwhackers! It is so great to hear so much music in the school.

To show their learning related to spirals in nature, the Fibonacci sequence, and Indigenous mathematical 
knowledge, students created dream catchers.  The dream catchers are based on numbers in the Fibonacci 

sequence, and it clear how the dream catchers are similar to the spirals we see in nature.



Educators Also Make Our Thinking Visible 
The staff team has been enhancing our understanding of Coast Salish Circle Teachings and how the elements 
of the IB Framework fit within the Circle.  Teaching through inquiry is deeply rooted in Indigenous Ways of 
Being, Knowing and Doing, and through time has proven effective in helping children build their 
understanding of their gifts, the world and their role in it.  We too are lifelong learners and are striving to 
continually expand our skill sets as educators.  We are grateful to learn with and from Indigenous educators 
and community members, as well as through the pedagogical theory and practice that underpins the IB PYP 
Framework. The IB Framework fits with the Circle Teachings - when looking at the IB Framework it looks 
daunting, busy, and complicated, however, when we consider how it fits within the Circle Teachings we can 
see it was not complicated at all - rather it reveals that traditional, age-old Indigenous teachings have and will 
continue to be best practices in teaching.  We will continue to have a holistic, student-centred, and balanced 
approach to how we educate the students, your children. 

Ongoing COVID Safety Reminders 
The number of confirmed COVID cases and associated exposures has increased significantly, and the 
demographic groups who are becoming affected by the pandemic are expanding.  Naturally, the uncertainty 
associated with this virus leads us to a collective state of concern. We understand that for all of us there is an 
element of “COVID Fatigue” however, we appreciate your vigilance in recognizing how important it is to 
continue to abide by the PHO Recommendations.  Thank you for your ongoing efforts to be upstanding 
community members who protect your own, your children’s and others’ health and safety!
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NEXT WEEK AT A GLANCE (APR. 19- APR. 23) 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

PAC Meeting at 7:00 
p.m.

2:15 Early dismissal 

2:30 Gr. 6 Cap Services 
After school program 

Earth Day (school-wide 
recognition through 
class-based actitviies) 

3:00 Gr. 7 Cap Services 
After school program 

Emergency Drill 
(earthquake)  today 

Hope you have a 
fantastic Friday and 
relaxing weekend!


