
Spotlight on:  
Making Thinking Visible 

Prior to and during Spring Break, Mr. Andrews, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Murphy and Ms. 
Shone participated in The Power of Making Thinking Visible, a course facilitated by 
Ron Ritchart from Harvard’s Graduate School of Education.  Through the course, 
Ritchart and his Project Zero team presented a series of thinking routines included 
in two books they have published.  The course centred on three key questions: 
What are the core practices associated with making thinking visible, and how do 
they relate to and interact with one another?  What are the benefits or powers - for 
students and teachers - in making thinking visible? How do the most effective 
teachers use thinking routines to maximum effect?   

Our teachers came out of the course with great ideas for ways to generate students’ 
thinking, help them share and build on their own and others’ ideas, and record 
their thinking.  They have started to incorporate some of the routines into their 
practice, and it has been great to hear and see the students’ thinking take shape.  

For example, to access 
what they think they 
know about the concept 
of “Force”, the Grade 5s 
started a collaborative 
concept map.  They co-
generated ideas about 
kinds of forces and 
words associated with 
different kinds of 

forces, as well as came up with a question they have related to a type of force.  
They then created definitions of “force” based on their previous knowledge as well 
as the class discussion.  By engaging in routines such as this at the beginning stages 
of a unit, students show what they currently know and understand as well as reveal 
to teachers what more they need to learn.  We look forward to seeing how they add 
to their thinking and understanding throughout this unit of inquiry, and to seeing 
how the routines help students share and build their thinking! 
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PAC Fundraiser 
This week we sent home 
a flyer for a plant 
fundraiser organized by 
our outstanding PAC.  
Please consider 
participating - a great 
way to bring the beauty 
of plants into your 
homes and outdoor 
spaces, as well as to 
support our school.  
Plants will be delivered 
at the end of April (more 
to come regarding exact 
delivery date, and to 

arrange pick-up times).  

FSNS Caring 
Schools Initiatives 
Our PAC is also 
supporting Family 
Services of the North 
Shore’s Caring School’s 
Initiatives through which 
they are collecting 
clothing and items for 
COVID Care Kits. 
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Norgate Xwemélch’stn News 
We would like to thank the Coast Salish people, specifically the Skwxwú7mesh Nation and Tsleil-

Waututh Nation, on whose unceded traditional territory the North Vancouver School District resides. 
We value the opportunity to learn, share and grow on this traditional territory.



Updated COVID Safety Protocols 
As per Superintendent Mark Pearmain’s letter sent earlier this week, mask/face coverings are now required for students 
in Grades 4-7 and strongly encouraged for K-Grade 3 students.  We recognize that wearing a mask/face covering requires 
getting used to a new routine, and that for some individuals it is infeasible for a number of different reasons.  As per the 
updated K-12 COVID-19 Health and Safety Guidelines, “No student should be prevented from attending or fully 
participating at school if they do not wear a mask.”  This is not intended to be permissive - students who are able to wear 
a mask/face covering should ideally wear one.  That said, it is important to note that use of Personal Protective 
Equipment, while helpful, is lower in terms of effectiveness than other control measures per the Hierarchy for Infection 
Prevention and Exposure Control Measures for Communicable Disease.  

Upcoming experiences to enhance student learning… 
In addition to the already great things happening at the school, some upcoming enrichment opportunities include: 

• The school district’s Artists for Kids (AFK) department has generously “gifted” us with one of their incredibly skilled 
teachers, Ms. Ellen Smith who is an expert violinist with the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra as well as a passionate 
music educator.  Starting next week she will be enhancing Music instruction with our Grade 1/2 and Grade 3 classes 
once a week on Wednesdays until the end of the school year.  We are so excited to welcome her! 

• On April 30th, visual artists from AFK will be providing outdoor arts workshops for K-3 classes. 

• For Grade 4 students, we are excited to share that the Cheakamus centre will be able to provide students a one-day 
(no overnight) experience of the Longhouse and Outdoor Learning program.  More information and specific dates to 
come… 

• Later in June, our Grade 5s will participate in an outdoor arts workshop facilitated by AFK through which they will 
create personal visual arts pieces as part of a whole-class combined piece.   

• The Grade 6 class will benefit from a virtual storytelling presentation by 3 Crows Productions.  Additional information 
and date/time will be communicated to Grade 6 families upon confirmation. 

• And, to build on the information share through the TCO2 workshop provided earlier this school year for the Grade 
7s, our school counsellor Ms. Munro will be facilitating a follow-up CONSENT session for our Grade 7s on Friday, 
April 9th. 

Staffing updates:  
We are pleased to welcome Ms. Stephanie Backie to our school as our Administrative Assistant until the 
end of June and Mr. Kevin Barnes to our support staff team in the Supervision Aide role.  Kevin was 
previously an EA at our school, so for many this is a “Welcome back!” 

Ms. Devon McLeod, who was the Teacher-Librarian and part-time Grade 5 teacher is now on educational 
leave to complete her Masters program.  We do not yet have a permanent replacement. 

Ms. Marina Kowalchuk has retired after a lengthy career as a dedicated NVSD teacher.  We know she will 
be missed at Norgate Xwemélch’stn and wish her the best for a very relaxing and fulfilling retirement!
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NEXT WEEK AT A GLANCE (APR. 5 - APR. 9) 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Easter Monday 
(School not in session)

Another terrific 
Tuesday of learning 
together!

2:15 Early dismissal 

2:30 Gr. 6 Cap Services 
After school program 

3:00 Gr. 7 Cap Services 
After school program 

Hope you have a 
fantastic Friday and 
relaxing weekend!

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf

