
Spotlight on:  
An Inquiry into how spirals connect to math… 

As part of a team of NVSD educators, our amazing Learning Services teachers Ms. 
Pinese and Mrs. Clark have been participating in the Dogwood 25 Pilot on 
Indigenous culturally responsive mathematics education.  Dogwood 25 is a not-for-
profit society dedicated to increasing the academic success of Indigenous students 
in BC.  This project is in partnership with school districts in Haida Gwaii and the 
UBC Faculty of Education/Department of Curriculum and Instruction.  One of the 
questions the group has been delving into is: How can teaching practices bring 
together community - culture - math so that students, especially Indigenous students, 
experience success in mathematics education? 

Ms. Pinese and Mrs. Clark have been sharing 
their learning with teachers and classes here at 
the school by having students observe spirals in 
nature, create their own spirals and determine 
how these spirals reflect the Fibonacci sequence.  
It has been so interesting to learn how the 
numbers in this sequence are reflected in nature 
- in how trees’ cones form, in flowers, in shells, 
and more.  Students have really enjoyed these 
hands-on experiences, and have shared their thinking in different ways such as 
through See-Think-Wonder thinking routines and diagrams.  We are looking 
forward to continuing this engaging learning after Spring Break! 
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Please… 
Continue to abide by all 
PHO guidelines during 
Spring Break to help 
protect your own family’s 
health as well as that of 
others in our community!  
We look forward to 
welcoming your children 
back to school happy, well-
rested and healthy! 

Before March 29… 
Review with your children 
the following school  health 
& safety protocols:  

* Line up outside before 
school and at end of 
breaks 

* Wash hands upon 
entering the school 
(including after break 
times), before and after 
eating, after using the 
washroom, and any time 
hands are dirty 

* Please do not share 
food/drinks 

* Distance from students 
not in your class 
(particularly indoors)
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Norgate Xwemélch’stn News 
We would like to thank the Coast Salish people, specifically the Skwxwú7mesh Nation and Tsleil-

Waututh Nation, on whose unceded traditional territory the North Vancouver School District resides. 
We value the opportunity to learn, share and grow on this traditional territory.



Upcoming IB Units of Inquiry 

After Spring Break, classes will launch into their first IB Units of Inquiry that have been developed by our 
teaching team.  These units will help students develop understanding of a thoughtfully crafted Central Idea 
and lines of inquiry by engaging in learning in more than one subject area and honing particular Approaches 
to Learning skills.  The teachers have reflected their own development of the IB Learner Profile attributes 
through writing these units: they have been knowledgeable and thinkers as they’ve scaffolded the unit and its 
lessons, open-minded by collaborating with colleagues as they wrote the units, and they will be risk-takers by 
trying to effectively utilize the IB Framework and inquiry-based instruction as they teach the unit.  I remember 
the first time I wrote and taught an IB unit many years ago, and can honestly say it wasn’t as great as I’d 
hoped, and I identified many things I wanted to change for the next time I taught it.  I learned a great deal 
from the process, however, and so did my students, even though it wasn’t as great as I’d hoped.  Taking 
instructional risks is not easy, and I am grateful to our teachers for showing commitment to expanding and 
enhancing their practice in preparation for “test driving” their first units of inquiry.  The upcoming units are: 

On behalf of the Norgate Xwemélch’stn staff, we hope you have a wonderful Spring Break!

Grade Transdisicplinary Theme Central Idea

K How We Express Ourselves People share a sense of identity through stories.

1/2 Who We Are Healthy relationships build strong communities.

3 How We Express Ourselves Understanding the elements of a story allows for a deeper appreciation of its 
purpose.

4 How the World Works There is an entangled relationships between Earth, Moon, and the Sun and 
human societies.

5 How the World Works Design and innovation optimize the creation of sustainable structures.

6 How We Organize Ourselves Responses to global issues determine whether conflict or peace will break out.

7 Who We Are Self-determination comes from being conscious of the influences on our 
identity.
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NEXT WEEK AT A GLANCE (MAR. 29- APR. 2) 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

School re-opens 2:15 Early dismissal 

2:30 Gr. 6 Cap 
Services After school 
program 

3:00 Gr. 7 Cap 
Services After school 
program 

Good Friday 
(School not in 
session)


