
Spotlight on Thinking Skills 
& Collaboration 
Collaborative Math Problem-Solving 

Our Grade 7s are developing their thinking 
skills by working in collaborative teams to 
solve Math problems.  When presented with 
a problem, team members know they have a 
role to play in determining possible 
solutions.  An additional (literal) draw for 
this is that students are allowed to show 
their thinking on the windows and 
whiteboards in the classroom!  This learning 
approach, popularized by mathematician 
Peter Liljedahl, leads to rich discussion amid 
students about possible solutions, as well as 
high engagement given the ability to engage 
in collaborative “vertical learning” with 
peers.   

Egg Drop Challenge 

Last week, as part of their Science 
and ADST learning, the Grade 3s and 
4s were presented with a design 
challenge.  They were to use their 
thinking, communication and social 
skills to determine how to design a 
vessel in which an egg could drop 
from a tall ladder without breaking.  This challenge brought about much 
excitement and discussion about what would make for an effective design.  
Other considerations came into play as well such as how and where to place 
the egg in the vessel and what kinds of materials might best protect the egg.   
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School Forms 
We are still missing 
forms from a number 
of families.  As these 
provide us with up-to-
date contact 
information, including 
who is permitted to 
pick students up in 
case of an emergency, 
we’d really appreciate 
having these returned 
ASAP.  If you’re not 
sure whether you still 
need to complete 
forms, please call our 
school office. 

Concussion 
Awareness 
We’re so happy to see 
that many of our 
students are choosing 
to wheel their way to 
school by 
skateboarding, biking, 
or scootering!  Please 
help your child 
understand the 
importance of 
wearing a helmet.
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Norgate Xwemélch’stn News 
We would like to thank the Coast Salish people, specifically the Skwxwú7mesh Nation and Tsleil-

Waututh Nation, on whose unceded traditional territory the North Vancouver School District resides. 
We value the opportunity to learn, share and grow on this traditional territory.

Grade 7s work together to share their 
Mathematical thinking

http://www.peterliljedahl.com/


 

Tuesday this week was “Drop Day”.  The excitement was palpable as the students arrived with 
materials for their vessels in tow.  As they started to put together their designs, Ms. Chang raised 
another element to consider: the colour, size and kind of egg.  This added to the excitement as the 
students determined which kind of egg they’d like dropped in their vessels.  And, needless to say, 
come “drop time” the students’ anticipation of whether their eggs would survive the drop was hard to 
contain.  Post-drop the students discovered the degree to which their designs successfully protected 
their egg.  This can lead to further inquiry related to vehicle design to protect people, as well as to 
rich discussion about the design process - if one iteration of a design is unsuccessful, we can adjust 
our design to better fit the desired result. 
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NEXT WEEK AT A GLANCE (NOV. 23-27) 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Fire Drill (time to be 
determined)

2:15 Early dismissal 

2:15 Grade 6 After 
school program 
provided by 
Capilano Community 
Services (permission 
forms required)

3:00 Grade 7 After 
school program 
provided by 
Capilano Community 
Services (permission 
forms required)

Student-Family-
Teacher conference 
summaries will be 
provided to families


