
 
 

June is National Indigenous Peoples Month 
This month, and all months, I encourage all 
settler-Canadians and immigrants to Canada to 
learn about and to respect, lift and appreciate 
Indigenous peoples.   

I am a settler-Canadian whose mother grew up in 
New Jersey and whose father was from 
Pennsylvania.  They chose to move to Canada to 
pursue my father’s career as a research geologist 
and where my mother could continue her journey 
as a teacher.  I am so grateful to have been born 
on and to have had the privilege of living on the 

un-ceded, ancestral and traditional territories of the Coast Salish Peoples.  I have always had a deep love 
and appreciation for where I live.  However, until about 10 years ago, I never knew that the land on 
which I reside was taken from Indigenous peoples.  I also wasn’t taught about the Sixties Scoop, 
residential schools, the Indian Act, and the other atrocious laws and legislation imposed in an effort to 
assimilate, control and harm Indigenous peoples.  When I was a student all of that history wasn’t taught.  
It was hidden.   

As more and more Canadians learn our true history, how sophisticated Indigenous societies were, and the 
many past and present contributions of Indigenous peoples have made in this country, we will be 
equipped to choose to take action for Truth, Healing, and Reconciliation.   

I would not have the knowledge I currently have had it not been for the wonderful Indigenous educators 
I have had the fortune to work with at our school.  Their impact on me, the students, the staff members 
and the school families has been immense.  I hope everyone will join me in expressing gratitude to Ms. 
Sonja, Mr. Dallas, Ms. Diana, Ms. Cathy, and Ms. Robyn who currently share their work at the school.  I’d 
also like to acknowledge the work of Ms. Courtney and Mr. Alex who are now sharing their skills and 
knowledge at other schools.  Another important group of people I would like to extend my gratitude to 
are the Indigenous students who attend our school.  Each of you brings unique gifts to the school and to 
the broader community, and you should be proud of who you are.  It is a true honour to know each and 
every one of you.  Lastly, thank you to Indigenous parents, grandparents, caregivers for entrusting us with 
your child’s schooling.  We aim to help your children be able to walk confidently in two worlds. 
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Students in Grade 3 learned from Ms. Sonja about cottonwood and other 
Indigenous plants, and how they can be used to make salves, tea, and more.

Students have learned about gifting protocols as well as developed skill at weaving, beading, sewing 
deer hide, crafting with cedar, and visual arts as they have helped prepare for Potlatch.  



June is also the beginning of Pride Season 

“Pride Season is a term that refers to the wide range of Pride events that take place over the summer 
(June to September) when 2SLGBTQI+ communities and allies come together to spotlight the 
resilience, celebrate the talent, and recognize the contributions of 2SLGBTQI+ 
communities.” (Source).  We welcome and appreciate  all members of our school community who 
identify as 2SLGBTQI+. 

IB Learner Profile in Action 
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Risk-Takers and Communicators: Students in Grades 6 & 7 courageously read poems they wrote 
at the “Coffee House” Mr. Murphy & Ms. Malahoff set up in the library.  This provided the students 
an authentic way to share their writing.  They were supportive audience members for one another 
by sharing snaps of appreciation for the presenters.

https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/pride-season.html
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Balanced: Congratulations to the students who qualified to compete at this year’s 
Track & Field final meet at Swangard Stadium!
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LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT SCHOOL WEEK (JUNE 10 - JUNE 14)
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:10-8:30  
Breakfast Club 

8:30 - Volunteer 
Appreciation 
Breakfast in the 
Library 

3:00 Dismissal 

8:10-8:30  
Breakfast Club  

Librarian from 
North Vancouver 
District Public 
Library visits 
today 

Rugby classes 
today during PE 

3:00 Dismissal 

3:00 Red Fox 
Program

8:10-8:30  
Breakfast Club   

Division 4 Sailing 
Field Trip 

2:15 Dismissal 

8:10-8:30  
Breakfast Club  
  
Division 6 Sailing 
Field Trip 

3:00 Dismissal 

3:00 Gr. 6/7 
Capilano 
Community 
Services Program

8:10-8:30  
Breakfast Club   

Potlach 

3:00 Dismissal 


