
 
 
 
 
 

September 4, 2015 
 

 Welcome back to Montroyal and the routines of another school year. 
We hope you enjoyed the amazing summer weather we had this year and are 
rested, refreshed and ready to begin school again.  We look forward to a 
fresh start and another great year of learning together. We have a great 
team of staff who have been diligently working to prepare our school for 
everyone’s arrival on Tuesday. 
       Tuesday September 8th (8:45 – 10:45) is our first day back and all 
returning students will report to last year’s classroom for attendance and 
welcome activities.  New students will report to the library.  Parents are 
invited for coffee and treats in the lower playground undercover area 
Tuesday and Wednesday 8:30 – 10:30 hosted by MPAC. Wednesday is a 
regular school day for Gr. 1 to 7 students who will be assigned to their new 
classrooms in the morning.  
 You will notice some construction underway in our courtyard area 
when you arrive on Tuesday. The final result of this project will be 
wonderful new windows, insulation and siding for a part of our school that 
required repair. During construction the courtyard area will be off limits for 
everyone. We expect the work to be completed by the end of September. 
Thank you for your patience while we undergo these changes. 
 Enjoy the long weekend and see you all on Tuesday! 
 
 
Tracey Todd  Susan Teegen 
Principal  Vice Principal 
  
 

New Faces – Please Welcome 

Susan Teegen as Vice-Principal  and Grade 5/6 teacher, Sally Pelton as Learning 
Assistance and Learning Support teacher and Sarekha Neel  as our Counsellor 

Montroyal Elementary School 
5310 Sonora Drive, North Vancouver, B.C. V7R 3V8 

Phone: 604-903-3650   Callback: 604- 903-3711 
Principal – Tracey Todd  VP – Susan Teegen  

Elementary Administration Assistant – Dianne Wood Palgova 
  
    

 



DAILY SCHEDULE 
Kindergarten through Grade 7 
8:30 a.m. Doors open – Students may enter the front foyer area. 

Students may go to class only if prior arrangements have been made 
with their teacher.   

8:40 a.m. Morning Bell calls students to classes 
8:45 a.m. Classes Begin 
10:20 a.m. Recess Bell 
10:40 a.m. End of Recess Bell  
12:00 p.m. Lunch Bell 
12:15 p.m. First Bell to Go Outside (Intermediates) 
12:20 p.m. Second Lunch Bell to Go Outside (Primary) 
12:55 p.m. End of Lunch Bell 
1:00 p.m. Afternoon Classes Begin 
3:00 p.m. Dismissal Bell 
Just a reminder to wait quietly if you are in the school while our morning 
Listening Program (Music and Student-Led Announcements are in 
progress.)  Please sign in after this program is completed.   

Thanks for your support. 
 

Mark Your Calendars for September 
 

Tuesday Sept. 8th  8:45 – 10:45 
  New students report to the library 
  Returning students report to last year’s class 
  New K’s do not attend   
Wed. Sept. 9th  First full day for students 
  Gr. 2-7 students report to same meeting place as Tuesday. 

 Gr. 1 students (last year’s Ks) to the Music Room at 8:40  
 Kindergarten gradual entry 

Fri. Sept. 18th   MPAC Welcome Back Barbeque 5:30 Lower Playground 
Wed. Sept. 23rd  Curriculum Night (schedule to follow) 
Thurs. Sept. 24th MPAC Meeting 7 p.m. 
Friday  Sept. 25th  Terry Fox Run  (p.m.) 
Monday Sept. 28th   Professional Day (Curriculum Implementation Day) 

 Students do not attend  
Thurs. Sept. 30th   Staff Collaboration Time (2 p.m. dismissal for students) 
Thursday. Oct 1st  Student Photos 
 
 
**Please check the calendar on the school website frequently for the most up 
to date calendar. 



 
Band (Starts Sept. 15th)   Strings (Starts Sept. 15th)  
Tuesdays    Tuesdays 
8:00 a.m.  Continuing Band  8:00 a.m.  Continuing Strings 
8:40 a.m.   Beginning Band  8:40 a.m.   Beginning Strings 
Thursdays   Thursdays 
1:00 p.m.  Continuing Band  11:20  a.m.  Continuing Strings 
1:40 p.m.  Beginning Band  12:00 p.m.    Beginning Strings 
 
Best Beginnings Student Workshop Series 
The Best Beginnings series of student workshops are designed to set students up 
for success both academically and socially.  Workshops will be held over two 
afternoons during the second week of school. (Sept. 16th and 18th) 
Intermediate workshops will cover topics such as study skills, bullying and by-
standing, cyber-bullying, making and keeping friends, code of conduct, and 
leadership. 
Primary workshops will focus on the school code of conduct, how to be a responsible 
student, agenda use and playground expectations and will include a visit to the 
playground with supervisors 
 
Parent Volunteers 
Throughout the year, we will be requesting parent volunteers for a range of 
activities, including helping in the library, reading with students, organizing events, 
assisting with art workshops, driving and helping with field trips and more… 
Parents play an important role in shaping the future of our students and we 
encourage you to get involved. 
 
Traffic Safety 
Whenever possible, please walk your children or encourage them to walk to and 
from school.  If this is not possible, and you really must drive, try parking a block or 
two and walking.  If you absolutely MUST drop off and pick up your child in front of 
the school. please give yourself the time to do so safely.  
 
Student Drop Off and Pick Up 

Drop off and pick up of students is only on the school side of Sonora Drive, 
within the designated drop-off zone.  Never drop off or pick up students on the 
opposite side of Sonora Drive.  It is extremely dangerous. There is a map on the 
MPAC Website that has an excellent diagram of where and how to drop off and 
pick up students. 
 
Ø Students must enter and exit the vehicle from the sidewalk side of the 

car only.  Never allow students to get in or out of the vehicle into traffic. 



Ø Drivers dropping off and picking up students must remain in the vehicle 
and stop only long enough to allow passengers to exit the vehicle safely. 

Ø Move to the top of the drop zone so that you do not block others. 
Ø Do not block entrances to the parking lots when dropping off & picking up. 
Ø Do not use staff parking lots for drop off and pick up. 
Ø Never make a U-turn on Sonora Drive or pull into driveways to turn around 

anywhere near the drop zone. 
 

Student Placement into Classes 
 
Just a reminder that each year, a great deal of thought and effort is put into the 
placement of students in classes.  Our class placement process ensures that 
thoughtful consideration of each child’s social, emotional and academic needs is 
aligned with the need to create balanced and effective learning environments.  The 
assignment of students to classes was decided by a team, which included the child’s 
teacher, specialists such as the ELL, LAC teachers, counsellors and the 
administrators and the teachers for 2014-2015.  This professional team considered 
each placement carefully as they created classes that included a wide range of 
students who learn in a variety of ways.  Staff worked together to carefully 
consider all aspects of organizing students, and followed a process that took into 
account information provided by parents and students.   
The following criteria have been used to place students in classes: 

1. Workable instructional groups considering: 
Ø the child’s academic needs and strengths;   
Ø teaching and learning styles;  
Ø the child’s work habits 

2. Positive social groups considering: 
Ø placements where a child can work positively and productively with 

other children in the class; 
Ø peer support or conflicts;  
Ø establishing the presence of positive leaders in each class;  
Ø ratio of grades in split classes. 

3. Balanced classes considering: 
Ø gender (male/female) 
Ø students with Special Needs 
Ø students who are learning English as a Second Language 
Ø academic, social and emotional needs and abilities 
Ø leadership abilities 

4. Other Information considered: 
Ø the past history of students in combined or single grade classes;  
Ø school-based resource team recommendations;  

 



A Note About Split Grade (Combined) Classes 
Split Grade or combined class organizations result from imbalances in the number 
of students in particular grade levels.  Class size limits are set by the Ministry of 
Education.  In today’s reality that often means that the school organization needs 
to include some split classes.  For example, we might have 41 Grade 1 students but 
the class size limit is 24 so we would need to create a Gr. 1 class and a Gr. 1 & 2 
class with the remainder of the Gr. 1 students and some Gr. 2 students.  Depending 
on the number of students at each grade level, using all of the criteria above may 
well result in the creation of some split classes.  Many areas of the students’ 
growth are considered in a student’s placement such as: social skill development, 
physical size, independence in work habits, leadership potential, personal initiative 
and organizational skills.  Consideration is also given to previous placement in a split 
or combined class.  Please rest assured that if your child is placed in a split 
(combined) class that they will receive the grade appropriate curriculum that is 
prescribed by the Ministry of Education. 
 
It is important to understand that in fulfilling the school’s obligation to organize 
effectively for all students, individual wishes of parents and students cannot always 
be accommodated.  While we always try to place students with one friend, it is 
important to realize that recess and lunch and out of school time provide your child 
with the ability to maintain those friendships as they come to know and perhaps 
forge new friendships with other students.  We encourage you and your child to 
approach the new school year as a new start, with new teachers, new experiences, 
and an opportunity to make new friends.  Your positive perspective will help your 
child to settle into their new learning environment. 
 
If you or your child have worries about the new class, please talk to the classroom 
teacher.  If you still have concerns, please feel free to give me a call to talk about 
the situation or to set up an appointment to meet.  I will be happy to work with you 
and your child’s teacher to help your child make the adjustment to the new class.  
However, as per previous school policy, there will be no student placement changes 
as we start the school year.  With a very tight organization and class numbers close 
to the maximum allowed, it is extremely difficult to make student placement 
changes once school has begun because of the impact those changes would have on 
other students and/or other classes.   
 
I look forward to another year of working with the Montroyal School community to 
have a positive and exciting start to the new school year.  Thanks for all that you 
do to help your child settle in to their new classes. 
 


