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November 29, 2022 
 
Dear Handsworth Families, 
 
It is hard to believe December is almost upon us.  I know students and families are excitedly 
counting down the days until Winter Break, while also focusing on a strong finish to the 
calendar year.  With winter weather here, it’s timely to remind families of our District 
procedures.  All North Vancouver Schools will remain open, if at all possible, during winter 
weather, including snowfalls. Any district-wide closure will be decided by 6:30am and 
announced through media, placed on the school district website and schools’ websites, shared 
with parent/guardians via School Messenger (email and/or text) and emailed to staff.  For more 
information, please visit the Severe Weather Information page. 
 
Since my last letter to families, our school community has had many reasons to gather and 
celebrate, but I wanted to highlight a couple of reasons in particular.  On November 10th, 
through two separate assemblies in our gymnasium, the school population and guests 
gathered to acknowledge Remembrance Day.  I want to thank all the students and staff who 
helped put together such a poignant and powerful ceremony, and to highlight especially our 
veteran guest speaker and Handsworth alumnus, Corporal Will Upton, for his moving speech.  
Separately, during that same week, our senior girls accomplished a remarkable feat, capturing 
two separate Provincial Championship banners in both Field Hockey and Cross Country.  Each 
achievement was exceptional in its own way, but to have both occur over the span of a week 
with the same cohort of senior girls speaks to the depth of talent in this group.  
Congratulations! 
 
Work continues around our building, and students and families are likely to notice ongoing 
upgrades.  Speed bumps have been installed in our west parking lot, and we anticipate also 
having bumps installed soon in our north lot.  Handsworth is also in line to have Electric Vehicle 
charging capabilities in the new year, with a user pay system installed.  This past week we have 
been informed that vending machines will soon be installed for use in the hallway close to the 
gymnasium.  I know these enhancements will be welcome news for our students and families.   
 
As we look ahead to December, there are some important scheduling and event updates to 
share.   

• Friday, December 2nd marks the deadline to contribute to our Christmas Bureau 
campaign in support of Family Services of the North Shore.   

• On Tuesday, December 6th we are excited to welcome Find Your Fit, an interactive 
career exploration event presented by WorkBC in our gymnasium.   
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• The morning of December 7th, we are hosting the HopeU Anti-Racism assembly for our 
Grade 10s. 

• Wednesday, December 7th is also our Sweet Music concert in the Theatre and Grand 
Commons areas. 

• December 8th in the evening we will host our Football Banquet in the Grand Commons 
• Also on December 8th in the evening, an online Scholarship and Post-Secondary Event 

is being hosted by our senior Counselors, Ms. Schwegler and Ms. Renwick. 
• December 8th to 10th is the annual multi-school No Regrets senior basketball 

tournament, complete with school Spirit Games on December 8th, and Handsworth 
hosting both the girls’ and boys’ finals on the Saturday, December 10th.  

 
More details on many of these events can be found in our school newsletter.  It is clear we have 
a busy finish to the year! 
 
Finally, in support of our Santa’s Breakfast event being put on by staff and Student Council, 
Handsworth will have an adjusted bell schedule on Friday, December 16th.  This is our last day 
of instruction before school closes for two weeks for Winter break. 
 

 
 
As this is likely my last note before the end of the year, I’d like to wish all of our families an 
enjoyable and restful winter break, surrounded by friends and family. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Barrett 
Principal 
Handsworth Secondary  


