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Challenges 
in the IB 
Diploma 
Programme

“Finding time for everything”

“Keeping up”

“Finding balance”

“Managing stress”

“Learning to prioritize”



IB Coordinators: Liz Thornhill & Jennifer Tieche

Grade 12 Counsellors: Gayle Weyell (A-W); Kat 
Robb (X-Z); & Karen Marshall (international 
students)

Grade 12 Administrator: Suzette Dohm

Grad Council Sponsors: Gayle Weyell, Kat Robb, 
Suzette Dohm, Justin Wong

Family & Friends

















DP French 12
Themes studied in Year II
1.Human Ingenuity - Explore the ways in 

which human creativity and innovation affect 

our world. 

2.Experiences - explore and tell the stories of 

the events, experiences and journeys that 

shape our lives.

3.Sharing the planet - Explore the challenges 

and opportunities faced by individuals and 

communities in the modern world.

Core Language Components

Link word and connectors

Past, Present, Future, Imperative and 

Conditionnal tenses

Relative pronouns

Object pronouns

Opinion, hypothesis, comparison

Explanation, description, narration

Advice, suggestion, commands

Communication: rephrasing, questioning, 

detailing in response

Celine Kossmann

ckossmann@sd44.ca



Internal Assessment : 

Individual Oral

Saturday, February 27th

• 15 min preparation, 12-15 minutes exam

• Presentation, monologue and conversation 

about a visual related to a topic studied in 

class, followed by discussion with the 

teacher about one or more topics studied 

during the course 

• Worth 25% of final grade

External Assessments:

Final exams in May

• Paper 1: writing and language skills

Worth 25% of their final grade

• Paper 2: reading and language skills

Worth 50% of their final grade 

(to be confirmed due to amendments)



DP French 12

How to support at home?

 Recommended weekly study time is 45 min 

to 1h listening or viewing French prescribed

content

 Use of Class Notebook to keep track of 

topics and resources studied

 Encouraged to work in study group 

(including online group work)

Support and Check-in during 

Flex Class
Twice a month on Thursdays: 40 min

Ensure regular exposure to French

Practice listening and speaking skills

related to Individual Oral themes



Spanish ab initioYr 1 – foundational, skill-building

Yr 2 – all formal IB assessment components 

Dhyana Roche

droche@sd44.ca

Grade 12s will meet with me 

every 2 weeks to check progress 

on weekly independent Spanish 

activities (approx. 2 to 3 hours 

per week) as posted in Teams



Internal assessment (Oral Exam)

SATURDAY FEB. 27, 2021 25%
Individual oral assessment (10 minutes)
A spontaneous oral presentation and
follow-up conversation with the teacher.

External assessment 75%
MAY 2021

Paper 1 (1 hour) Productive skills—writing 25%
Paper 2 (1 hour 45 min) Receptive skills 50%

Listening comprehension (cancelled for 2021)
Reading comprehension

IB Course Final Evaluation

*Note that more than 50% of final evaluation 

is of language comprehension, not 

production. Focus is on language fluency.



How to be successful in DP Spanish

1. READ – Teams links including: Special Carson Library fiction collection for beginners; easy 

news articles from our class collection, many online resources.

Students should be reading at home every day, even for as few as 15 minutes
2. Find someone (ANYONE!) to CONVERSE with in Spanish – our Spanish Club will hopefully be 

starting soon, pairing Spanish native speakers with IB students once a week before class.

3. PRACTICE PRACTICE PRACTICE – regular revision of vocabulary via notes/online flashcard 

collection in Quizlet app

4. WATCH TV & movies in Spanish. See our Team for some titles.

Building comprehension of 

language in real contexts is key 
(vs. memorization of isolated 

words/grammar)



DP Geography 2nd year

• Global issues of food and health 
(Paper 1 Option 2) HL &SL
• Ex. Diseases of poverty vs. diseases 

of affluence

• Freshwater (Paper 1, Option 3)HL
• Ex. Competing demands (local, 

national international)

• 2nd part of Environmental issues 
and resource use (Paper 2)
• SL & HL

• Global interactions (HL)
• Power, place and networks

• Diversity and development

• Risks and resilience

Kit Bjornson
kbjornson@sd44.ca

Removed for 
May 2021



History

Megan Tolliday
mtolliday@sd44.ca





Science 12
• Quarter 2

• 4 IA Prep Sessions during Q1 Flex block
• Oct 20th, Oct 27th, Nov 3rd, Nov 10th

• IA is an Individual Investigation where 
students design, prepare, execute and 
analyze their own experiment

• 2 Lab Saturdays during Q2
• Dates TBA

• Removal of Paper 3 means students 
will not learn the Options this year



Mathematics: Approaches and Analysis 12 SL

Julia Dai
My email: jdai@sd44.ca



Since our current course schedule is quite intense (10 weeks), 
the students are encouraged to manage their time wisely and 
stay on the schedule to complete all assessments.



Due dates:
Math IA outline - Due Sept 12th

First draft – Due Oct 12th

Final copy - Due Nov 10th

Students are required to 

complete an individual 

mathematical exploration. 

This is a piece of written 

work that involves 

investigating an area of 

mathematics.



Math SL



What should students be doing to be 
successful in DP math 12 learning?

1. Concentrate on instruction and use class time effectively

3. Keep running records on what they don’t know

2. Be motivated to ask questions

4. Keep working on practice and review
Math is learned by doing! Encourage the students to 
think, practice and reflect diligently. Also, ask questions to 
clarify their confusions diligently.
5. Correct their mistakes in the ongoing assessments



Math Applications 
and Interpretations

Ms Heidi Postl
hpostl@sd44.ca



Visual Arts 12









1. “Accepting knowledge claims always involves an element of  trust.” Discuss this claim with 

reference to two areas of  knowledge

2. Within areas of  knowledge, how can we differentiate between change and progress? 

Answer with reference to two areas of  knowledge.

3. “Labels are a necessity in the organization of  knowledge, but they also constrain our 

understanding.” Discuss this statement with reference to two areas of  knowledge.

4. “Statistics conceal as much as they reveal.” Discuss this claim with reference to two areas 

of knowledge

5. “Areas of  knowledge are most useful in combination with each other.” Discuss this claim 

with reference to two areas of  knowledge.

6. “Avoiding bias seems a commendable goal, but this fails to recognize the positive role that 

bias can play in the pursuit of  knowledge.” Discuss this statement with reference to two areas 
of knowledge.



Students 
completed their 
4000 word essay 
by Sept 30 2020

We are currently 
supporting 

student that are 
behind in their EE







Earning the IB Diploma

• Each of 6 courses – max of 7 points

• 6 x 7 = 42

• Core curriculum extra points (TOK, EE, & CAS)

• max 3 extra points

• Total out of 45 maximum

• 42 + 3 = 45

• Minimum score of 24 points to earn diploma

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNuisr7csMgCFRZciAodEd8D3Q&url=http://www.rila-ng.com/executive-diploma/&psig=AFQjCNG7Ea43f6a9aOJB8qKjGB2kOCWrOQ&ust=1444319747073797


Earning the IB Diploma –
Additional Requirements

• CAS requirements must be met

• Pass Theory of Knowledge (grades A through D)

• Pass Extended Essay (grades A through D)

• Complete all Internal Assessments

• Earn a grade above 1 for all subjects/levels

• No more than 2 level 2’s (HL or SL)

• No more than 3 level 3’s (HL or SL)

• at least 12 points on HL subjects

• at least 9 points on SL subjects

Information detailed in General Regulations: Diploma Programme

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNuisr7csMgCFRZciAodEd8D3Q&url=http://www.rila-ng.com/executive-diploma/&psig=AFQjCNG7Ea43f6a9aOJB8qKjGB2kOCWrOQ&ust=1444319747073797


TOK/EE A B C D E

A 3 3 2 2
Failing

condition

B 3 2 2 1
Failing

condition

C 2 2 1 0
Failing

condition

D 2 1 0 0
Failing

condition

E
Failing

condition
Failing

condition
Failing

condition
Failing

condition
Failing

condition

















http://www.bceid.ca/


http://www.studenttranscripts.gov.bc.ca/


52 credits of required courses composed of the following

Literary Studies 
10

Literary Studies 
11

English Studies 
12

Social Studies 
10

Socials 
Exploration 11 

or a Social 
Studies 12

Science 10
A Science 11 or 

12
A Mathematics 

10

A Mathematics 
11

Physical & 
Health 

Education 10

A Fine Arts or 
Applied Skills 

10, 11 or 12

Career Life 
Education 10

Career Life 
Connections 12

28 CREDITS* OF 10/11/12 ELECTIVE COURSES
*16 credits must be grade 12 level (4 courses)



Students were given their DVR in class last week and asked to go 

over it with their parent, sign it, and return it to their counsellor.



Check to ensure you have all courses and credits 

required for graduation as mentioned





CERTIFICATE/

APPRENTICESHIP 

1-4 YEARS

DIPLOMA

PROGRAM 

1-2 YEARS

UNIVERSITY 

TRANSFER 

1-2 YEARS

UNDERGRADUATE 

DEGREE 

4-5 YEARS

GRADUATE 

DEGREE 

1-2 YEARS





http://www.educationplanner.ca/
http://www.workbc.ca/






Program availability

Entrance grades

Location

Size of  institution (small/med/large)

Tuition cost

What else the institution has to offer

Family history





BC – Education Planner BC – Common 
Application

Alberta – Apply Alberta - Common Application

Prairies – Apply directly via school website

Ontario – OUAC – Common Application

Quebec – Apply directly via school website

Maritimes – Apply directly via school website

KNOW YOUR Personal Education Number 
(PEN)  (9 – digits)!!











https://www.sfu.ca/students/admission-requirements/international-baccalaureate.html


https://www.uvic.ca/future-students/undergraduate/applied/self-reporting/index.php






Institution Application Deadlines

UBC Early: December 1

General: January 15

SFU Entrance Scholarship: December 15

General: January 31

UVic January 31

U of T U of T is unique in that they do ongoing 

applications (first come, first served). BC students 

are OUAC 105

McGill January 15th

U Calgary Entrance Scholarship: December

General: March







Other things matter. For many institutions and scholarship 

applications, GPA is only one piece of  the puzzle.

Personal Profile

Who else are you other than an... 

Academic student?

Athlete? 

Musician? 

Volunteer?















Scholarships

BursariesAwards



CARSON GRAHAM 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

BC MINISTRY 
SCHOLARSHIPS

SOME
COMMUNITY 

SCHOLARSHIPS

SCHOOL & PAC 
SCHOLARSHIPS

SOME

EXTERNAL 

SCHOLARSHIP 

NOMINATIONS
MOST

EXTERNAL 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Applied for 
individually and 
decided on by a 

committee related 
to that particular 

scholarship

One application
Decided on by a      
committee of 
Carson staff

UNIVERSITY
SCHOLARSHIPS

Particular to 
each university



UNIVERSITY
SCHOLARSHIPS

Particular to 
each university

Post-Secondary Institution Scholarships
 Entrance Scholarships for very high achievers
Schools award these to the top 1%

 Often there are other sources of Financial Aid
 Do your research
 Check university websites
 Financial Aid and Awards offices

 APPLY! (what’s the worst that could happen?)



MOST
EXTERNAL 

SCHOLARSHIPS

Applied for 
individually and 
decided on by a 

committee related 
to that particular 

scholarship

External Community Scholarships
Many community organizations offer scholarships
Think about any organizations that you are connected to
Sports, Clubs, CUPE, workplace etc.
The smaller the pool, the better your chances

Info and application deadlines are ongoing
Do your research
Organization websites
Scholarship websites
scholarshipscanada.com, scholartree.ca, studentaidbc.ca, 
scholarships.gc.ca, studentsscholarships.org

Check into parent/grandparent employers

INFORMATION REGARDING THESE SCHOLARSHIPS 
POSTED ON EPIC 12 TEAM IF SENT TO THE SCHOOL



CARSON GRAHAM 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

BC MINISTRY 
SCHOLARSHIPS

SOME
COMMUNITY 

SCHOLARSHIPS

SCHOOL & PAC 
SCHOLARSHIPS

SOME

EXTERNAL 

SCHOLARSHIP 

NOMINATIONS

One application
Decided on by a      
committee of 
Carson staff

 Pool of Scholarships and 
Bursaries provided by school 
and community members
 Decided at the School Level

Carson Graham Scholarship 
Committee

 General criteria includes:
- academic standing

- school/community service & 
citizenship

- extracurricular involvement

 Specific Criteria – depends 
on Scholarship or Bursary
- can include leadership, financial 
need, etc

Carson Scholarship application will be 
available online in December







http://www.canlearn.ca/
http://www.studentaidbc.ca/





