
 

 

 
 
May 8, 2020 
 
 
Dear Graduate Class of 2020 and Parents/Guardians, 
  
By now, you have heard from your schools about this year’s graduation ceremonies. This week’s 
messaging from the Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry and Premier John Horgan about large 
gatherings confirms our belief that these restrictions will be in place for a long time, until a vaccine is widely 
available to the public.  
  
This does not mean we do not share in the disappointment and grief felt by our grads and their families. 
This is not what any of us wanted, and we are doing our best to make this year’s ceremonies special, while 
keeping everyone safe. 
  
Moving to a video-recorded “virtual” ceremony is necessary this year, and we are aware that other school 
districts in the Metro area are in the process of making similar plans. 
  
We are finalizing details about the filming and photographing of the grads. Your schools will be reaching 
out about scheduling a time for your grad to arrive at the Education Services Centre for photographs and 
video recording in the Gordon Smith Gallery. To ensure the safety of students and staff, please keep the 
following in mind: 
 

1. Students will need to arrive at their designated time. Schools have carefully scheduled when 
students are on site to allow for safe physical distancing. There will be students arriving before and 
after you, in shifts, until the end of the day. Large group gatherings will not be permitted. 

2. Students are asked to stay home if feeling ill. An alternate time can be scheduled for when they are 
feeling better.  

3. Parents are asked to drive their students to allow for arrival at their designated time and pull over in 
front of the Education Services Centre (west side of Lonsdale Avenue, between West 22nd and 
West 21st). A temporary loading zone will be clearly marked, and a parking attendant will escort 
your student to the filming entrance. Parents are asked to remain in their car, drive away from the 
loading zone, and return once their student is finished filming. Students who need to drive 
themselves must park in the underground parking lot in the limited designated spots on P1. They 
will be directed to take the stairs to the filming entrance.  

4. Students need to arrive camera ready in their formal wear (or whatever you have) for their formal 
photo. Grad gowns need to fit over the formal wear and there are no changerooms available. 

5. Students will proceed into the Gordon Smith Gallery to dress in their cap and gown and will cross 
the stage, where photos and video will be taken.  

6. Students will be provided with a 5x7 copy of both these photos at a later date will have the 
opportunity to download additional copies.     

7. Students will leave in their cap and gown, which will be theirs to keep for future photos if they 
choose.   
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As the day to mark this special time nears, we grow more excited knowing that with modifications, we will 
be able to help our Grads celebrate and commemorate their achievements. Once again, congratulations. 
We are so very proud of you! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Mark Pearmain 
Superintendent of Schools 
  
 


