
 

 

 

CELL PHONES, CAMERAS, IPODS AT SCHOOL 
 

 

September 11, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends,  

The purpose of this email is to give you a snapshot of how the school is organizing to keep your children 

and our community safe. 

 We are attempting to keep school start and end times the same in support of family work and 
childcare schedules. Please arrive on time each day and avoid missing school days. As there is 
no supervision before and after school, please do not send children too early. 

 When dropping off or picking up, all adults must observe physical distancing rules. If you cannot 
maintain a safe distance please consider wearing a wear to keep us all safe and healthy. 
Otherwise, it is ok to ‘drop and disperse’. 

 If your child will be late or absent please call the main office line 604 903 3380 and listen for the 
appropriate prompt to leave a detailed message. If you child is sick, please include symptoms in 
your message. 

 At this time, the number of adults allowed into the building is restricted to essential staff. 

 If your child arrives late or needs to leave early for an unavoidable medical appointment, please 
call the office line when you arrive at the front door. Someone will come to welcome your child 
after you have completed the sign in process, or the teacher will be called to send your child to 
meet you at the front door,  

 Students wash their hands upon entry to the building, as they move in and out of classrooms, 
before and after break times, and before and after using any shared materials, as applicable. You 
are welcome to send your child with hand sanitizer if you wish. We have a limited supply of 
sanitizer available at the school, but we have tons of soap and water! 

 As you can imagine, having a full class of students wash in/out of learning environments is very 
time consuming. Four additional hand washing stations have been added in the hallways to 
facilitate this process. Students are welcome to use hand sanitizer but will be asked to wash with 
soap and water if their hands are visibly dirty. 

 Recess breaks have been staggered, with first recess beginning at 10:15am and second recess 
beginning at 10:35am. Halving the number of students outside allows for ‘free range’ play and no 
touch interactions.  

 Lunch plans include half of the school playing first and the other half eating first, and then 
swapping. Same rationale. 

 As you know, physical distancing within learning groups is not required at this time. Regardless of 
location, all students are reminded to keep “hands to self”.  

 Sharing of learning materials will depend on stage of student development. In general, there is no 
sharing, but this will be understandably different in K and 1 where we subscribe to the philosophy 
of play-based learning. In this case, students will wash hands in/out of the toy tubs and then the 
tubs will be set aside for three days to allow any virus that may be present to dissipate. Similar 
strategies will be used when older students engage in ‘hands on’ learning.  

 Every class will be maximizing their time outdoors on a daily basis, rain or shine, Students must 
dress for the weather and have an available change of clothing (including footwear) in class, just 
in case. 

 “Home of the Thunderbirds” 
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 Be sure to bring a water bottle; learning is thirsty work! At this time our water fountains are off but 
bottle filling stations remain open.  

 To minimize hallway travel, students will be bringing home any snack or lunch garbage and 
recycling. 

 Need to get school supplies? The link is on our school website main page under the news and 
announcement headings. 

 BCCDC Schools FAQ web page was updated: September 4, 2020. It is a great source of 
information as is the FAQ on the NVSD website. 

 

Calendar 

Photo day will take place on Monday, September 21. Individual student photos will be taken in an outside 

studio. All ordering will be online and photo packages will be mailed directly to homes. 

The school ‘Open House’ will look different this year, but the date remains the same - Wednesday, 

September 23rd. Format to be determined. More information to come. 

The annual Terry Fox Run will continue this year on Friday, September 25th, using the usual 

neighbourhood route, but with only one class running at a time. Sadly, we are not able to have parents 

and other community members join us. Stay tuned for details so that you can still donate a “Toonie for 

Terry”. 

Orange Shirt Day will be held on Wednesday, September 30th to commemorate, acknowledge and learn 

about the history of Indian Residential Schools in Canada. Get your orange shirt ready! Details to come. 

I hope that this snapshot of school life has been helpful to you. For now, as we restart school, you can 

expect a weekly communication each Friday afternoon. Please contact me at any time should you have 

any questions and/or require additional. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Upton 

Principal, Carisbrooke 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/childcare-schools/schools

