
THE ART OF CONVERSATION:  SELF-GUIDED TOUR RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS 
 

Artists for Kids invites K-12 teachers to use the Gordon 
Smith Gallery as their classroom and to book a time to bring a 
class for a half day self-guided tour. This is a unique opportunity 
for your students to engage directly with diverse works by 
Canadian artists and to learn through the lens of the arts. We 
will provide two orientation sessions at the Gallery for 
interested teachers - one in September and one in December.  
 
 
Book your Self-Guided Tour here (scroll to bottom of page for 
link): 

 
https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/galleryprogram/Pages/default.aspx#/= 

 
SUGGESTED GALLERY ACTIVITIES 

 
• Symbol Game (using laminated symbols borrowed from AFK) 

o Have students break into groups of 2-3 people 
o Each group gets a set of 3-4 symbols, each representing a response to a work of art 
o Groups look at all of the artwork in the gallery and decide together where to place their 

symbols (on the floor next to their chosen artwork) 
o The class discusses together some of the artworks that have large clusters of symbols placed 

at them 
o Possible symbols to use: 

§ Lightbulb: an artwork that sparks ideas or questions for 
you 

§ Clock: an artwork that makes you think about process 
and that you think must have taken a long time to 
create 

§ Yuck: an artwork that you don’t like and that you have a 
negative response to 

§ House: an artwork that you like so much, you wish you 
could bring it home and look at it everyday 

 
 
• Linking artworks that are in conversation with one another (using yarn on 

spools borrowed from AFK) 
o Groups of 3-4 students receive one spool of yarn 
o Students choose 2 artworks that they think are “in conversation” with 

one another (Do the works share similar imagery? Do they share 
similar colours?...) 

o Students create a line of yarn on the floor linking the 2 artworks of 
their choice 

o NOTE: restrict students to the area of the gallery from the drum case 
to the back of the gallery (no lines in the front of the gallery where 
Parvin Peivandi’s sculpture is located) 

 

https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/galleryprogram/Pages/default.aspx#/=


 
SUGGESTED PRE- OR POST- VISIT ART ACTIVITIES LINKING TO EXHIBITION THEMES 

 
AFK ArtReach Videos: 
 
• Transforming Words into Art: Mixed media drawings incorporating a collection of “found” words 

Grades 4-7 & 8-9 
 

https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/afkartvideos/Pages/default.aspx#/= 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Playing with Words: Watercolour paintings using words 

Grades 4-7 & 8-12 
 

https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/afkartvideos/Pages/default.aspx#/= 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Drawing Sound: Oil pastel drawings representing an animal and the sounds they make 

Grades 4-7  
 

https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/afkartvideos/Pages/default.aspx#/= 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/afkartvideos/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/afkartvideos/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/afkartvideos/Pages/default.aspx#/=


 
AFK Learning Guides: 
 
• Meaningful Garb: Collages Inspired by Gathie Falk 

Grades 4-7 
 

https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/learningguides/IntermediateResources/Ar
t%20and%20Identity/Documents/Meaningful%20Garb%20-
%20Collages%20Inspired%20by%20Gathie%20Falk%20-%20Grades%204-7.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Figures in the Landscape: Photographs Inspired by Karin Bubaš 

Grades 4-7 
 

https://www.sd44.ca/school/artistsforkids/learn/learningguides/IntermediateResources/Ar
t%20and%20Place/Documents/Figures%20in%20the%20Landscape%20-
%20Photographs%20Inspired%20by%20Karin%20Bubas%20-%20Grades%204-7.pdf 

 
 
 
 


