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Gordon Smith (Canadian, 1919 - )

Gordon Smith was born in 1919 in England and moved to Winnipeg with his family in 1933. He came to 
Vancouver in 1940, married Marion Fleming and joined the Canadian Army. Returning from service overseas 
in 1945, he continued his art education at the Vancouver School of Art, then taught at the school for a decade. 
He joined the Faculty of Education at UBC and taught art until his retirement in 1982. The last 30 years of 
his artistic career have been his most prolific. As a master of c olour, he explores the B.C. landscape in a fresh, 
expressive and aggressive style that is unparalleled by other artists. He was awarded the Order of Canada for his 
significant contribution to Canadian culture in 1996. We are honoured to name our gallery after him. 

LG II, 2006
Etching is an example of intaglio. Intaglio derives its name from the Italian intagliare, meaning to incise. 
Copper or zinc plates have a waxy ground applied to them, and an incising tool called a scribe is used to 
penetrate the ground. The plate is immersed in an acid bath, where the acid bites into the incised lines to 
emphasize them.When the plate is ready for inking, the ground is removed and the entire plate is covered in 
ink. The plate is then wiped clean on the surface and printed on damp paper, where the paper is forced into the 
etched lines and picks up the remaining ink, resulting in an image.
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