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Announcements

Black History Month and Black Shirt Day

As a school district, it is our responsibility to ensure all members of our school
community feel welcome, included, safe and valued. Part of our work in creating these
safe and healthy learning environments includes making space and facilitating
opportunities to raise awareness, learn, understand, and celebrate all facets of our
history. This includes the shared history of BIPOC Canadians.

In February, the North Vancouver School District will celebrate Black History Month.
Schools are encouraged to lead or join activities which support the learning of our
collective history and shared journey to better understand the contributions and struggles
of BIPOC Canadians. Upcoming issues of the Superintendent Report will highlight some
of the important work our schools are doing in this space. Here is one recent example
from Eastview Elementary:

The Grade 2s and 3s from Mrs. Mey’s and Ms. Herschmiller's classes have been looking at
the colour of our skin. There are so many colours that are represented in each person. We
are unique and no two colours are the same. We are the same but different. If we are to
change the world and bridge the colour gap, we must stand together and move forward
with brave questions and courage.
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As a lead up to Black History Month, Black Shirt Day, a new grassroots movement, is
taking place tomorrow, Friday, January 15. The intent of Black Shirt Day is to raise
awareness of Black history, including the civil rights struggles that Black and racialized
people have and continue to face. This initiative also marks the birthday of Martin Luther
King Jr., a champion and key figure for the Civil Rights Movement.

As the North Vancouver School District continues on our own journey of learning
together, we invite students and staff to participate by wearing a black shirt this Friday.
While we acknowledge and respect that black shirts and/or images of black shirts may
have different connotations for individuals, depending on their cultural and historical
experience, we do support the Black Shirt Day campaign. As with any grassroots initiative,
Black Shirt Day is optional for our students and staff to participate in.

It is our sincere hope that we can use opportunities such as Black Shirt Day to safely
engage our community in dialogue to raise awareness and build greater understanding of
our community members' lived experiences and challenges, and strengthen our anti-
racism efforts.

Upcoming Engagement Opportunities

In the coming weeks, we will be inviting the NVSD community to share your feedback
with us in the following three areas:

e Proposed 2021/22 School Calendar
e 2021/22 Budget priorities
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e Strategic planning — draft goals

More information about how you can get involved will be made available via NVSD
communication channels, including the Superintendent’s Report, in the coming weeks. Be
sure to participate and have your voice heard.

FSA Update

Families of students in Grades 4 and 7 received an update this week regarding the
upcoming Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA), which will be administered at NVSD
schools between February 15 and March 12, 2021. A copy of the letter is now attached.

Fall 2020 COVID-19 Feedback Survey Results

Last fall, we asked NVSD families to participate in a survey so that we could gather
feedback and better understand their experiences with respect to the September 2020
school restart.

| am pleased to be able to now share with you the high-level results of the survey, based
on a total of 5,481 responses. Click HERE for a link to the survey results.

Thank you to our community for taking the time to reflect on their family’s experiences
with the restart. The information shared (confidentially and anonymously) continues to
inform the work that we do at the NVSD to provide for safe and healthy learning
environments for our students and our staff.

Severe Weather Information

We would like to remind parents and guardians, students and staff about the North
Vancouver School District's winter weather procedures and announcements.

All schools in the North Vancouver School District will remain OPEN, if at all possible
during winter weather, including snowfalls. Any district-wide closure will be decided by
6:30 a.m. and will be announced through the media, placed on the school district website
and schools' websites, shared with parents/guardians via SchoolMessenger (email
and/or text*), and emailed to staff. For more information, please visit our Severe Weather
Information web page.



https://www.sd44.ca/parents/superintendentsupdates/Documents/2021%20FSA%20Letter%20from%20Superintendent%20to%20Families_FINAL.pdf
https://www.sd44.ca/parents/superintendentsupdates/Documents/NVSD%20Covid-19%20Feedback%20Fall%202020%20Survey_Exec%20Report.pdf
https://www.sd44.ca/District/WeatherProcedures/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/District/WeatherProcedures/Pages/default.aspx#/=
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*SMS Text Messaging via SchoolMessenger

If parents/guardians would like to receive SMS text messages when there is an
emergency during school or non-school hours (e.g. severe weather or power outage), you
will need to opt in for this service.

Typically, parents/guardians receive a SchoolMessenger text message on their mobile
phone (similar to the one below) when their child first registers to school and registration
is complete:

"North Vancouver School District 44 messages. Reply Y to confirm, HELP 4 info. Msg &
data rates may apply. Msg freq varies. schoolmessenger.com/smsca"

Parents/guardians can also opt in to receive SMS text messages anytime by texting "Y" or
"Yes" to 978338.

Note: Standard message and data rates may apply.

Upcoming Events

Secondary Enhanced Programs & Academies — Information Sessions

Starting January 19, 2021, grade 7 to 11 students and their families are invited to join us
for a series of evening online information sessions to learn more about the following
2021/22 program offerings:

Performance Learning Program | Basketball Academy | IB Diploma Program | Artists for
Kids Academy | Secondary French Immersion | Digital Media Academy/DMA Lite | Soccer
Academy | Volleyball Academy | Field Hockey Academy

Please visit our Programs & Services page for more information about these upcoming
information sessions.

Note: Due to COVID-19, we are unable to host the Secondary Enhanced Programs &
Academies Evening as an in-person event; therefore, we are hosting online information
sessions only.

Board of Education Public Board Meeting — Tuesday, January 19


https://www.sd44.ca/ProgramsServices/Pages/default.aspx#/=
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The next Board of Education Public Board Meeting takes place on Tuesday, January 19 at
6:30 p.m. The meeting will be live-streamed and recorded. Visit our Meetings & Minutes
page for information on how you can provide input and to review the agenda and board
package (available on the Thursday afternoon preceding the public meeting).

| would like to highlight and share with you some of our good news. Be sure to visit our
Learn, Share & Grow Blog and News & Announcements sections of our website regularly
to stay informed. Enjoy!

e North Van school PAC group advocates for diversity education (North Shore News
article)

e North Van's new Ecole Argyle Secondary reflects modern approach to learning
(North Shore News article)

e Deep Cove student campaigns to collect personal care items for families (North
Shore Daily Post article)
e North Van student coat drive gets warm reception (North Shore News article)

With appreciation,

fh Koo

Mark Pearmain
Superintendent of Schools


https://www.sd44.ca/Board/Meetings/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/District/LearnShareGrow/default.aspx#/
https://www.sd44.ca/Pages/newsarchive.aspx?ListID=d00680b1-9ba1-4668-9328-d82dd27dacd4
https://www.sd44.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=923&ListID=d00680b1-9ba1-4668-9328-d82dd27dacd4&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=923&ListID=d00680b1-9ba1-4668-9328-d82dd27dacd4&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=919&ListID=d00680b1-9ba1-4668-9328-d82dd27dacd4&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=921&ListID=d00680b1-9ba1-4668-9328-d82dd27dacd4&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=921&ListID=d00680b1-9ba1-4668-9328-d82dd27dacd4&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/Pages/newsitem.aspx?ItemID=915&ListID=d00680b1-9ba1-4668-9328-d82dd27dacd4&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/=

