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On Tuesday, February 18, 2020, the Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Metro Vancouver
signed a historic agreement that will begin the process for co management of
təmtəmixʷtən Tum-tumay-wa-ton, Belcarra Park, a Tsleil-Waututh village. Read
more about this agreement here.
Read more about this agreement and watch a video clip here.

“In our language that means ‘biggest
place for the people,’ ”
“Everybody lived there and we all lived in
cedar-plank, shed style longhouses.”
Chief Leah George-Wilson
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We would like to thank the Coast Salish people, specifically the Skwxwú7mesh Nation and Tsleil-Waututh Nation, whose
unceded traditional territory the North Vancouver School District resides on. We value the opportunity to learn, share and grow
1
on this traditional
territory.

The Witness Blanket
Have you heard of the
Witness Blanket? The
Witness Blanket ,
“inspired by a woven
blanket…(is) a large
scale art installation,
made out of hundreds
of items reclaimed from
Residential Schools,
churches, government
buildings and
traditional and cultural
structures including
Friendship Centres,
band offices, treatment
centres and universities, from across Canada” reference.

reference

The Witness Blanket was created by artist Carey Newman, Kwagiulth and Sto:lo Nations, and is
framed in cedar and 12 meters long. The Witness Blanket is currently undergoing restoration at the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights in Winnipeg. A research team from Camosun Innovates is
currently making a virtual reality version of the Witness Blanket to provide access to remote
communities. Read about the virtual reality project here. You can also find out more about the
Witness Blanket here. and watch a short video with the artist Carey Newman here.
A documentary, Picking Up the Pieces: The Making of the Witness Blanket was featured at the VIFF
in 2018. You can find out more about the documentary here.

B.C. First Nations Land, Title and
Governance
On February 14th and 15th, all administrators in NVSD
participated in a workshop on B.C. First Nations Land, Title and
Governance.
Teacher workshops will be held after Spring Break. Watch the
flyer for dates.
You can download this resource from FNESC here.
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Student Profile:
Name: Gordie Dick Jr.
Nation: Tsleil-Waututh Nation
School: Seymour Heights
Elementary
Gordie Dick, a Grade 5 student at Seymour Heights, is a
talented artist. He adds an indigenous flair to all art pieces.
He is constantly receiving praise for his art, from students
and adults alike. His art is beautiful, detailed, and creative.
Art is definitely a passion of his.

Youth Opportunities:
On April 22. 2020, RCtv is presenting a National webcast of The
Grizzlies. The webcast will provide an opportunity to watch the
film (streaming link/dvd), lesson plans and more. Classes must
be able to view the film within one week of the webcast. This

film deals with sensitive material including teen
suicide in remote Indigenous communities.Please reach
out to the NVSD Indigenous Education team if you would like to
consult prior to showing this film.
“Based on an inspiring true story, The Grizzlies is a powerful film
about the determination and resilience of a group of Inuit youth
struggling with the legacy of colonization. The Grizzlies is one of
the best films of the year and a wonderful opportunity to share a
timely, relevant, Indigenous-made story with your students and
engage in a deep conversation about colonial structures and
reconciliation.” reference Find out more here about National
Canadian Film Day 2020.
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Métis Youth Role Models
MYBC (Métis Youth BC)
is seeking to promote five (5) new Métis Youth Role Models. To
be eligible Métis Youth
*must be between ages 15-30
*reside in BC
To find out more about Métis Youth Role Models click here.
The deadline is March 9, 2020 @ 4:30 PM PST and Role
Models will be announced on March 20th, 2020. E-mail your
submission to the Youth Program Coordinator, Brittney
Bertrand, at bbertrand@mnbc.ca.

Kuu-US
Kuu-Us Crisis Response Services is a 24
hour crisis line for Indigenous peoples,
ages 10-24 years old. “All crisis response
personnel are certified and trained in
Indigenous cultural safety” reference.

1-800-KUU-US17.

For more information click here.
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Learning Opportunities 2020
Indigenous Cooking Workshops

On February 24, 2020, Slalhenay
Enswu7wu, Cherie Baker, Squamish
Nation, led a workshop on how to
make Six Nations Doughnuts from
Haudenosaunee Communities.
The next workshop will be Bannock
Making. Watch the flyer for dates, times
and location.

Talking Stick 2020
Did you know that the Talking Stick Festival runs from February 18-29,
2020. The theme of the Talking Stick Festival this year is
“Chén̓ chenstway, ‘upholding each other, lifting each other up’” reference.
Click here to find out more about the featured 2020 Indigenous
performances as well as storytelling, films, music and much more.

Hoobiyee, Nisga’s New Year
The Nisga’a Ts’amiks Vancouver Society is hosting Hoobiyee 2020 on
February 28th and 29th, 2020. This is a free, family friendly event.
For more information click here.
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UBC Indigenous Math K-12 Symposium
The UBC Indigenous Math K-12 Symposium will be Tuesday May 12, 2020. Registration will open mid
March. Watch the flyer for registration links.

NVSD Indigenous Education Team Profile
Meet a member of the NVSD Indigenous Education Team….

Name: Silamelwet, Robyn Reginald
Nation Squamish Nation

Robyn is currently an Indigenous Support Worker at
Lynmour Elementary. Robyn graduated from Sutherland
Secondary. Growing up, she played soccer, volleyball,
softball and basketball. Robyn is a proud member of the
Squamish Nation and is honoured to have received her
ancestral name in February 2018, Silamelwet. She also
loves to travel, make puzzles and spend time with family.
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