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AFK Studio Art Academy:

Create and present personally relevant imagery

Explore identity and sense of connection/belonging to place, community and culture through the arts 

Explore social, political, environmental and cultural discourse through the arts

Explore and research the materiality of art making.

Gain an understanding of trends in contemporary Canadian art

Develop visual literacy in order to make informed decisions in response to your own and other’s art

Critique and discuss your work and the work of others

Develop time management, organization, and planning skills in completing projects

Growth as an artist requires patience, perseverance, resilience, reflection and refinement.

Take risks and produce artworks (some will be great and some will not – this is the process)



Sketchbooks/ 
Journaling

are a place/tool  used to 

encourage play, 

exploration of ideas & 

media, and research.



I believe journaling can create a 
culture of trust, connection and a 
willingness to take creative risks.



Artists in Residence

Artists in Residence 
provide opportunities 
for inspiration, 
mentorship, 
critique/feedback. 

Artist Sara-Jeanne 
Bourget discussing 
students’ charcoal 
drawings.



Field Studies



Field Studies

Public Galleries & 
Museums

Commercial Galleries

Artists’ Studios

Artist run Centres

Post Secondary 
Institutes

Community Art Events



Student Work

Heather, 2016 Beatrice, 2019



Student Work

Nicole, 2016 Jenna, 2019 Nathalia, 2020



Student Work

Joanna, 2021 Maria, 2019



Student Testimonials

Anna, 2017

When I look back at my time in the Artist For Kids 
Academy, I realize this class was the only thing that 
got me through high school. The instructor created a 
wonderful community within our class, despite us 
being from all over the North Shore. When it came 
time for me to choose my post-secondary art 
school, I already had the tools and information I 
needed because the instructor had gone out of his 
way to ensure we were well equipped for the future. 
The program introduced me to so many 
opportunities that I wouldn’t otherwise have had, and 
because of that I am forever grateful.

- Anna, 2nd year Langara Fine Arts student



Student Testimonials

Emma, 2021

The AFK Art Academy takes “high school art class” to a whole 
new level. Its students are taken seriously and respected as 
aspiring artists, and their dreams of pursuing creative careers are 
made tangible. Students are immersed in an atmosphere of 
sophisticated art practice and inspiration, as they are surrounded 
by peers who equally care deeply about art. The instructor does 
an excellent job in harboring a safe space for artistic exploration 
and bravery, as students are often given full creative liberty on 
assignments.
Emma, 1st year visual arts student UVIC



Student Testimonials

Raven, 2016

Because of Art Academy, I was able to focus on developing my 
portfolio for my application to Emily Carr in grade 12.

I was given the opportunity to work in ceramics, water-mixable 
oil paint, water-soluble graphite, gouache, and printmaking—none 
of which I had much, if any, experience with before. Turns out 
that art schools tend to like a portfolio that includes a variety of 
mediums— quelle coincidence!

Raven, 4th Year Emily Carr student, currently waiting on 
application results from the UBC Creative Writing MFA program



Student Testimonials

Taking part in the Art Academy program gave me the chance to explore a range of 
mediums and subject matters in a space that encouraged thinking outside the box. 
While being taught fundamental techniques, I was also taught how to subvert them, 
and the art history that has accompanied such subversion. Also, having the 
opportunity not just to meet local artists, see their process and work, and learn from 
them as artists and people, but also to form friendships with them, made me feel 
integrated within the art community.

I could not recommend the AFK Art Academy program more, the friendships and 
lessons learned in this course have stayed with me ever since.”

“Dylan, 1st year PhD Student at King’s College London in Psychology Academic 
Research, graphic designer, artist, troublemaker.



Community Partnerships

Vancouver Art 
Gallery – youth think 

tank programs

Griffin Art Projects –
Artist in Residence 

workshops



Student Exhibitions



Student Exhibitions



Location & Transportation

The AFK Studio Art Academy is located at Carson Graham Secondary

Transportation to and from the Academy is the sole responsibility of 
student and or parent or guardian.



Applications & Timelines

Application Deadline is Feb. 21, 2022.

All application information is located on the North Vancouver School District’s website, under 
the Programs tab, Academies.

The AFK Studio Art Academy application is a two part application: School Cash Online & 
Supplemental Portfolio Application.

Portfolio Requirements:
Introductory Letter
Images of 3-4 Artworks
Images List
Copy of School Cash Online confirmation email

Notification/Commitment/Deposit – mid March to April
Timetable/Commitment #2/Payment – May to June



Thank you! 

Questions?


