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Policy Statement

The North Vancouver Board of Education is committed to delivering an education program that
includes opportunities for Outdoor Learning. Outdoor Learning is an active, experiential approach
to learning that connects learners to place and fosters an appreciation and stewardship of
ecosystems. This commitment is highlighted by the Board'’s operation of the Cheakamus Centre, a
165 hectare environmental and Indigenous cultural learning centre located in Brackendale, British
Columbia.

The Board supports the extension of teaching and learning into outdoor spaces that help students
develop connections to place and the land. Activities and decisions under this policy shall be
conducted in a manner that respects Indigenous principles of learning, prioritizes mental and
physical well-being, and promotes engagement through active, student-centred experiences.

Definitions

Outdoor Learning: an educational approach where learning takes place outside traditional
classroom settings, utilizing outdoor environments to enhance understanding and engagement
across various subjects.

Experiential Learning: A learning approach where learners acquire knowledge and skills through
direct experiences, including hands-on activities and reflection.

Place-Based Learning: An educational method that uses the local environment to teach concepts
in various subjects, connecting learners to the area and its cultural or natural significance.

Indigenous Principles of Learning: Teaching and learning practices rooted in the ways Indigenous
peoples have traditionally taught, often emphasizing holistic perspectives, use of community and
land as resources, and valuing knowledge gained through lived experience.

Scope

This policy applies to all learners within the North Vancouver School District.

Related Policies
- Policy 207: Field Trips
- Policy 613: Sustainability
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https://www.sd44.ca/Board/PoliciesProcedures/Series200/Policy207/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.sd44.ca/Board/PoliciesProcedures/Series600/Policy613/Pages/default.aspx#/=

- Policy 806: Outdoor Learning Spaces

Resources
- National Framework for Environmental Learning
- OECD PISA Framework: Agency in the Anthropocene
- Land-based Education reference
- Environmental Kinship Guide
- Qutdoor Place-based Learning In NVSD
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https://www.sd44.ca/Board/PoliciesProcedures/Series800/Policy806/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/national-framework-environmental-learning/discussion-paper.html
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/8d3b6cfa-en.pdf?expires=1718058705&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=EA467D9D12400BBE142851AA9CC677EF
https://en.ccunesco.ca/idealab/indigenous-land-based-education
https://content.app-sources.com/s/49578672961337503/uploads/Free_Guide/EKP-guide-v3-6230684.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjk4Jb05uyDAxVDDTQIHeKcCx04FBAWegQIChAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sd44.ca%2FProgramsServices%2FCheakamusCentre%2FOutdoorLearning%2FDocuments%2FOutdoor%2520Place%2520Based%2520Learning%2520.pptx&usg=AOvVaw3fhs36_VWQ9B_RuCxXeUeC&opi=89978449

