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Indigenous Education
STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING - MAY 3, 2022

Land Acknowledgment

Ha7lh Txwna7nat
I chayap tl’ik ti Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish) uxwumixw
ti səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil Waututh) uxwumixw

Good evening,
I welcome everyone and acknowledge we are on the unceded
lands of the Squamish and Tsleil Waututh Peoples.
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What guides our work?
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The Educated Citizen
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NVSD44 Strategic plan
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With Intention and Impact, the Indigenous 
Department, in collaboration with all partners and 
departments, paddle together in our Truth and 
Reconciliation journey.
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Go Forward With Courage Survey

• Please scan the QR Code on your table and fill the survey
• Thank you 

Student Pathways

Student well being and sense of belonging through an 
Indigenous lens.
a. Development of supports/resources that include right First 

Peoples ways of knowing – cultural practices
b. Opportunities created for Indigenous student voice to be 

included in district/school planning 
c. Celebrating student achievement/success
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Student Pathways

Student well being and sense of belonging through an 
Indigenous lens.
a. Development of supports/resources that include right First 

Peoples ways of knowing – cultural practices
• April Indigenous Education Council meeting, discussed the 

need of Knowledge Keepers in Residence
• Strategic planning with Kwi Awt Stelmexw/SFU Squamish 

language organization to bring in language to district

Student Pathways

Student well being and sense of belonging through an 
Indigenous lens.
b.  Opportunities created for Indigenous student voice to be 
included in district/school planning 
• Student Co-Chair of Anti-Racism Committee
• Arts Week collaboration through music, song and dance for 

whole district to participate 
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Student Pathways

Student well-being and sense of belonging through an 
Indigenous lens.
c. Celebrating student achievement/success
• Squamish and Tsleil Watuuth Youth taking part of Mark’s 

Honouring Ceremony 
• Student's involvement for traditional welcoming and 

leadership opportunities

Greg Hockley
District Principal – Secondary

Chanin Smyth
District Principal – Elementary

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.
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NVSD44 Pillars of Educational Practice
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WHAT?
The K-3 Early Literacy Assessment is an evidence-based tool to guide assessment and to inform 
responsive instruction that honours individual student performance leading to personalized instruction.

 Universal strategies to support all learners at their performance level
 Builds capacity of classroom teachers with literacy instruction and level 1 targeted intervention
 Differentiated and personalized small group instruction within the classroom by the classroom teacher

WHY?
The most effective strategy for improved literacy is excellent instruction. The ELA informs and promotes best 
practice instruction in order to provide the greatest opportunities for children to become proficient readers and 
writers.

ACTION: Partial Implementation in all Elementary schools 2021/2022
Full Implementation in all Elementary schools 2022/2023

Early Literacy Assessment and Instruction

WHAT?

• Universal: Indigenous Curriculum Embedded in ALL courses

• Targeted: Indigenous Focused Curriculum provided in Courses soon to be required for all students as part 

of BC Graduation

WHY?

All students benefit by learning about our shared past and understanding the Indigenous ways of knowing. 

Culture, community, and belonging is at the heart of our curriculum and instruction.  Learning can take place 

across the BC Curriculum as well as within specific courses.

ACTION: Proposed Ministry Implementation of Grad Requirements in full by 2023/2024 (current grade 10s)

Secondary Curriculum and Instruction
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Some of the examples of Indigenous 

Curriculum both universally embedded 

across the curriculum and targeted in 

indigenous focused courses

Secondary Curriculum and Instruction –
Curriculum Examples

20
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1. To make Career Education relevant and meaningful for 
students in kindergarten through grade 12. 

2. To extend student learning into the community. 

3. To help students build awareness of the variety of careers 
available, the skills and competencies needed to be 
successful, and the post-secondary education required. 

32

Career Educators have been working at creating and solidifying 
connections to the community.  Having students learn outside of 
the classroom is a valuable form of learning for ALL students.

• Squamish Trade Center (STC) – Try a Trade Fair Initiative

• Cooperative Initiatives with Benny Garydon(Student Support Specialist at STC)

Connecting students with indigenous business owners for the practical component of ITA 
Youth Train in Trades Program as well as Indigenous trades course offerings (eg: jewelry 
making, carving, canoe making, etc.)

• Indigenous Community Engagement Fair- Organized by STC and hosted at Sutherland

• First Nations Emergency Services –Boot Camp in Fall 22 and Spring 23
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Educator Pathway

Creating space for all staff to engage in learning through 
Indigenous ways of knowing starting with Administrators in L4L
a. “Go Forward With Courage” rubric data, asking next steps of 

understanding regarding Calls to Action and UNDRIP
b. Raise awareness that EQUITY for Indigenous learners is 

different than EQUITY for others
c. Social dimension of well-being: recognition of culture, values 

and ethnicity

Go Forward With Courage 
District Knowledge
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Go Forward With Courage 
District Journey

Go Forward With Courage 
District Understanding
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Student Voice
Strength through language and culture   

Learning opportunities to all staff led by 
Indigenous Knowledge Keepers

• Indigenous Garden Project at 4 
schools, and FOS have walking 
Fieldtrips to the Gardens
• Collaboration with Arts 

Department for Arts Week
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•Huy chexw a
Traditional Closing

Questions?


