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The new Education Services Centre at 2121 Lonsdale
brings together education support services
with conference facilities, the Gordon Smith
Gallery of Canadian Art and the offices,
learning studios and collection
of the renowned Artists for Kids
program.
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Achieving this is an ongoing process. From needs analyses
to funding requests to planning and design to construction,
a new school can be 10 years in the making – or longer. It
is work that requires collaboration and commitment, and
we are fortunate in our school district to have a dedicated
team that recognizes the importance of facilities to the
success of our students. We have made great strides over
the past few years in delivering upon our commitment to
provide facilities that enhance the learning and teaching
environment. On these pages, we bring together an
overview of our major capital projects dating back to 2005,
when we reopened the new Lynn Valley Elementary.
Capital project management is a dynamic area of our
operations that serves both active construction and
planning for the future. In May of this year, the Ministry of
Education announced its commitment to fund the seismic
upgrade of Argyle Secondary. With that commitment in
place, we will now proceed with a full-scale evaluation of
the school’s needs and construction options, including
the potential for a full replacement school. At the same
time, we will continue to request the necessary funding for
Handsworth Secondary and Seymour Heights Elementary,
which remain high priorities for replacement.
As a school district, we have a great appreciation for the
importance of optimal learning environments. Developing
modern, efficient and sustainable facilities enhance the
learning and teaching experience, improve health and
safety conditions and provide a welcoming environment
for students, staff and the community. It is challenging
work, and we congratulate everyone involved in making
our schools the best they can be.

Our new schools and facilities reﬂect current seismic, safety and sustainability
standards. Whether they have been reconstructed and restored to preserve
their original heritage character or rebuilt along modern architectural lines,
our new facilities create a strong statement of the importance and future of
public education in North Vancouver.

Lynn Valley Elementary (2005)
Lynn Valley Elementary’s history dates back to 1902, when the
ﬁrst school on the site at Institute Road between Lynn Valley
Road and Mountain Highway was built. Today, the area is a
hub of history and community service. The Lynn Valley Parent
Participation Preschool is located in the “second schoolhouse”
built on the site in 1908, while the new North Vancouver Museum
and Archives Offices and Community History Centre is housed in
what was originally a stone and brick school from the 1920s.
The new Lynn Valley Elementary, opened in 2005, is known for
its award-winning band program and outstanding K-7 choir,
art, technology and athletics programs. Lynn Valley Elementary
presently serves more than 325 students and their families.

Sincerely,

Franci Stratton

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
NORTH VANCOUVER
SCHOOL DISTRICT

CHAIRPERSON
NORTH VANCOUVER
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Mayors’ Messages
The newly rebuilt City schools along with the development
of the Education Services Centre and gallery on Lonsdale
have seen the private sector, school board, local residents
and the municipality working in partnership. I am very
proud of what we have achieved together, and our
commitment to both students and sustainability is a
win-win for our community.
NORTH VANCOUVER CITY MAYOR DARRELL MUSSATTO

The North Vancouver School District is taking a very
progressive approach to its new facilities. By bringing
together their administrative services with the Artists for
Kids program and Gordon Smith Gallery of Canadian Art,
they have created a new and one-of-a-kind destination
on the North Shore.
NORTH VANCOUVER DISTRICT MAYOR RICHARD WALTON

Sutherland’s new artiﬁcial turf ﬁeld and asphalt running track
was officially opened in June of 2008. The Sutherland ﬁeld is a
joint project between the City of North Vancouver, the North
Vancouver School District, the North Vancouver Community
and Recreation Advisory Sport and the Ministry of Education’s
School Community Connections program. The City of
North Vancouver also sponsored the development of
trails connected to the Sutherland site that create
recreational access across the City.
Designed for a variety of sports,
the ﬁeld is open to the
community year-round
and can be utilized
rain or shine.
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Sutherland Secondary (2008)
When opened in 2008, the new
Sutherland Secondary was the ﬁrst
secondary school to be replaced in
North Vancouver in over 25 years. Natural light and advanced
energy-saving features complement a design that is bright, lofty
and focused on encouraging a positive learning experience
through environmental design.

Westview Elementary (2007)
Built by local shipbuilders in 1943, the original Westview School
was replaced in 2007 with a new and modern facility. Westview
reﬂects the diverse nature of the community it serves, welcoming
students with a wide range of strengths and individual needs. The
new building fosters an environment where student diversity is
celebrated and the Aboriginal traditions that are such a rich and
important part of the surrounding community are honoured. An
onsite daycare, childcare, Early Learning Foundations program
and StrongStart centre all underscore the importance of society’s
youngest learners. Partnering with North Shore Neighborhood
House and offering a wide-variety of extra-curricular
opportunities all enhance Westview’s ability to serve the interests
and requirements of more than 240 students.
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chools are central places in neighborhoods and
communities. They facilitate learning, play, growth and
social development. We want our schools to not only be
welcoming, attractive and accessible but also efficient and
energy smart.
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A Message from
Superintendent
John Lewis &
Board Chair
Franci Stratton
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Highlands Elementary (2009)
Natural light in the central hall and all instructional areas,
improved classroom-to-corridor visibility to facilitate supervision,
and durable, long-wearing building materials for efficient
maintenance are just a few of the elements introduced in the new
Highlands Elementary. The new school replaced its 59-year-old
predecessor in 2009 and its many sustainable features include
bio-swale storm water management, eco-efficient ventilation
systems, air-to-water heat recovery from classrooms, linoleum
ﬂooring made from natural products and landscaping that
includes native plants indigenous to the region.

Ridgeway Elementary (2011)
Located in one of North Vancouver’s oldest residential
neighborhoods, the original Ridgeway Elementary was completed
in 1912. Recognized for its distinguished Edwardian Baroque
character, the school has long been valued as one of North
Vancouver’s most signiﬁcant heritage buildings. However,
retaining the heritage value of the original building cost an
additional $3 million over the cost of building a replacement
school. Heritage premiums are not ﬁnanced by the Ministry of
Education and a solution was needed to fund the additional cost
of Ridgeway’s restoration.

Highlands staff and active parent community support over
420 students with a wide variety of curricular and extra-curricular
programs. The school’s Green Team champions its commitment
to sustainability with practical activities that enhance the learning
and teaching environment.

By working cooperatively with the City of North Vancouver and
Polygon Homes, the sale of two surplus School District land
parcels created an innovative funding source with far-reaching
impact. As a result, proceeds from these land sales ﬁnanced not
only the Education Services Centre and Gordon Smith Gallery
of Canadian Art but also the heritage premiums for Ridgeway
Elementary and Queen Mary Elementary.
Reopened in September of 2011, Ridgeway Elementary proudly
serves over 400 students from K-7. A vibrant daycare and before
and after school care programs are operated at Ridgeway by
North Shore Neighborhood House.
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North Shore. In addition to serving soccer locally, the facility
was selected from a variety of Lower Mainland locations as the
official training and practice venue for the 2012 CONCACAF
Women’s Olympic Qualifying Tournament.

Education Services Centre (2012)
The new landmark Education Services Centre (ESC) and
Gordon Smith Gallery of Canadian Art at 2121 Lonsdale Avenue
was ﬁnanced through the School District’s sale of two surplus
properties. Additional proceeds are funding the heritage
restoration components of rebuilding Queen Mary Elementary
and Ridgeway Elementary, the renewal of Rey Sargent Park
and partial funding of the on-site Lonsdale Energy Corporation
plant. The combined projects exemplify an innovative solution
to funding educational, residential, heritage, business and
community needs without drawing upon provincial funding.
Built to a LEED Gold standard, the ESC has been designed with
maximum energy efficiency as a primary driver incorporating
solar sun shading, displacement ventilation, and occupancy
sensing devices to ensure lighting is activated only when it’s
needed. Salvaged materials from Lonsdale school (timber and
stone) were re-used in the construction and pay homage to the
history of this newly revitalized part of North Vancouver.
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Geothermal wells beneath the building, park and walkway serve
to provide a source of clean heating and facilitate an even,
comfortable air temperature year-round. A Lonsdale Energy
Corporation (LEC) mechanical plant built on-site connects
to the LEC system – providing energy-efficient heating and
cooling to the building and other neighbouring buildings
through the ESC’s geothermal wells.

Windsor Sports Complex (2011)
Three new, world-class recreation facilities were opened
at Windsor Secondary School in October of 2011. The new
asphalt running track, multi-purpose artiﬁcial turf ﬁeld, and
indoor soccer training facility brought together many funding
and community partners, including federal, provincial and
municipal governments, the School District, community sports
associations and Canexus Corporation. In addition to serving
as the location of the NVSD Windsor Soccer Academy, all three
facilities were designed to meet both the needs of the school
and the greater community.
The indoor soccer training facility (“the Bubble”), operated by
the North Shore Girls Soccer Club, is a ﬁrst for this area of the

Rain water ‘run-off’ is collected on site and treated through
a vegetated bio-swale incorporated into the landscaping
directing rainwater to ﬂow into the water feature and
bio-swale in Rey Sargent Park.
Several rentable spaces in the building are available at the ESC.
The breathtaking ﬁfth ﬂoor “View” offers an unprecedented
new amenity on Lonsdale Avenue suitable for a wide variety of
special events including conferences, meetings, weddings and
gala celebrations. In this way, the new building creates longterm revenue generating opportunities for the School District to
support its enhanced public education programs and services.
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Welcoming visitors to the plaza and entrance of the Gallery at
2121 Lonsdale is Robert Davidson’s “Meeting at the Centre”.
The Gallery doors feature a spectacular carving by Rick Harry
(Xwalacktun) that pays homage to the traditional territories of the
Coast Salish, Haida, Squamish and Tseil-Waututh Nations.

Built targeting LEED Platinum standards of sustainability, the
NSCU ELC has already been recognized with a 2011 Award
of Merit from Canadian Architect magazine, a Wood WORKS!
BC award for innovative wood design and a Holcim Award for
sustainable construction.
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North Shore Credit Union Environmental Learning Centre (2012)
Opened on the grounds of the renowned North Vancouver
Outdoor School campus in 2012, the NSCU ELC is built on
a raised platform above the forest ﬂoor – creating an 840square-metre “tree house” that elevates visitors to appreciate
the surrounding views of the Cheakamus River Valley ecological
reserve. Bordered by 1,000-year-old cedars, salmon spawning
channels and an abundance of walking trails, the Centre serves
student and school groups as part of their Outdoor School
experience, as well as accommodating private bookings for
corporate team-building, environmental education and nature
activities for adults.
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Gordon Smith Gallery of Canadian Art and Artists for Kids program
space (2012)
North Vancouver’s newest cultural destination, the Gordon Smith
Gallery of Canadian Art, presents the permanent collection of the
Artists for Kids program in a central, accessible location. Named
in honour of founding patron Gordon Smith, the new Gallery is
the centerpiece of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation
for Young Artists and the AFK program – which supports art
enrichment programs for students through the sale of prints
donated by artist patrons. The AFK’s Shadbolt and Reid studios
recognize AFK’s two other founding patrons: Jack Shadbolt and
Bill Reid.

uilding on its accomplishments, the
North Vancouver Board of Education
will continue to manage the School District’s
resources to provide quality education for our
students. Engaging with the community is a
priority in this process. The Board encourages
you to learn more about the School District’s
land management strategy. Extensive
information on properties identiﬁed as surplus
to long-range needs, as well as opportunities
for public consultation and input, can be found
at blog44.ca/landmanagement
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Carson Graham Secondary (2012)
Opened to staff and students on September 4, 2012, the new
Carson Graham Secondary is an inspiring, state-of-the-art model
of sustainability and current seismic standards. An International
Baccalaureate school, Carson Graham Secondary serves a richly
diverse student population with a broad-range of engaging
academic, athletic, arts and career programs. Leading edge
contemporary school design, and the collaborative contributions
of students, educators and school-based administrators have
combined to create a facility that meets the needs of over 1,100
students in Grades 8-12.

Queen Mary Elementary (for completion in 2013)
The new Queen Mary has been designed in consultation with
parent, staff and board representatives who recognize the
importance of this central school as a heritage feature of the City
of North Vancouver.
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Currently in its second and ﬁnal year of construction, the new
Queen Mary Elementary will retain its Edwardian Baroque
façade and include a Neighborhood Learning Centre, as well
as a secondary school-sized gym suitable for a variety of
community uses.
During the rebuilding, Queen Mary’s staff and students
are located at the School District’s Cloverley site.
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