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THE HANDSWORTH COMMUNITY DEVELOPS EMPOWERED, 
INNOVATIVE AND COMPASSIONATE LEARNERS WHO SERVE AND 

LEAD WITH CURIOSITY AND INTEGRITY.  

October 2017 
Handsworth PAC - Monday, October 23rd - 7:00pm - Library 
Please join us at our next HPAC meeting on Monday, October 23 and learn more about counselling and 
support resources available for students at the school and in the community. We look forward to seeing you 
there! 

Japanese Cultural Fair 
On October 19th Handsworth, in partnership with Hayato Junior High School, will be hosting a Japanese 
Cultural Fair in the small gym. Handsworth students and students from our Family of Schools are invited to 
experience different aspects of Japanese Culture. 
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ROYALS NEWS

Photo by Jixie Buenavente, Grade 12
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Coaches Wanted 
Handsworth is now recruiting experienced Basketball coaches for this upcoming 
season. Please contact R. Langston at rlangston@sd44.ca. or R. storey at 
raStorey@sd44.ca.  

Photo Retake 
Photos retakes are on Monday, October 23rd 2017.  

Japan Exchange 
For over 25 years Handsworth and Inage High School in Chiba, Japan, have been 
engaging in a cultural exchange.  This is part of a broader sister-city relationship 
between the City of North Vancouver and Chiba.  Every October students from 
Inage come visit Handsworth.  They tour Vancouver and stay with Handsworth 
host families, and every April, Handsworth grade 9 students travel to Japan to 
tour the country and stay in the homes of Inage students and their families.  This 
year Inage visits us from October 6th to 13th.  We know you'll welcome our 
guests warmly into our school, community and homes! 

Music Prelude Concert 
The Prelude Concerts are fast approaching.  Music students are working hard in 
preparation.  Please come and see our young musicians perform at Highlands 
United Church in Edgemont Village on the following evenings starting at 7:30.  

Monday, October 16th; Intermediate Jazz and Concert Bands, Choir, and Concerti 
Strings 
Tuesday, October 17th; Junior Blue and Gold Concert Bands, Junior Gold Jazz Band, 
Toccati Strings and Virtuosi 
Wednesday, October 18th; Senior Jazz and Concert Bands, and Chamber Strings 
Hope to see you all there.  Entrance is by donation. 

Parent Teacher Interview 
The Fall Parent Teacher Interview session will be taking place on Thursday, November 2nd, 2017. Teacher 
interviews are scheduled using an online system called School Appointments. Instruction on how to create a 
family profile and to schedule an interview can be found at the end of this newsletter. There are two sessions 
of interviews from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Classes will be dismissed at 1:20 pm on 
Thursday, and classes will have a late start on Friday, November 3rd, 2017 at 9:30 am and end at 2:10 pm.  

Strachan Hartley Legacy Run 
The Eleventh annual Strachan Hartley Legacy Run will take place on Sunday, October 15, 2017. The 
event will include all of the features you have grown to love - outstanding community vibe, the choice 
of a challenging 10km or stroller-friendly 5km, Kiddies Fun Race and 100% for charity. To find out 
more information about the Strachan Hartley Legacy Foundation or to sign up for any of the 
activities please visit shlf.ca. To volunteer at the event please contact the Handsworth main office.  
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For up-to-date information on events and news about Handsworth, visit our website www.sd44.Ca/School/
Handsworth/Pages/Default.Aspx


Connect with us on Social Media, follow us on Twitter @HandsworthHSS, on Instagram @handsworthhss, on 
Facebook @HSSRoyals or subscribe to our Youtube Channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCaiUaNlr2b79bPXNr5z1Y2Q


September 
Recap
Terry	Fox	Run		
		
Our	second	annual	Terry	Fox	
Run	was	a	huge	success.	Thank	
you	to	all	students	and	staff	that	
helped	out	and	to	everyone	for	
raising	funds	for	cancer	
research.		This	year	we	have	
raised	$4092.		We	beat	last	
year's	total	by	over	$800.00.	
Thank	you.	We	are	looking	
forward	to	next	year's	run.	

Senior	Girls	Field	Hockey	

CongratulaGons	to	our	Senior	
Girls	Field	Hockey	team	who	
went	undefeated	to	win	the	
Polar	Bear	Cup	-	a	terrific	start	
to	their	season.  
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Handsworth PAC News 
We had a fantastic turnout of about 100 parents to our first meeting of the 2017-2018 school year!  

Many thanks to Chill Yin Lee and Paul Sandhu from the Delbrook Rec. Centre for attending and sharing 
with parents information about the programs and services available for youth.  Please click here for more info. 
on North Vancouver Rec. Centres.  

Handsworth Student Council Vice-President Irene J. spoke about some of the recent and upcoming special 
events student leaders have planned for the year. So far, these include the Football Pep Rally and the Grade 8 
Retreat Wind-up BBQ and Dance.  

Our new Handsworth Principal Rupi-Samra Gynane was on hand to talk about some of the new initiatives 
she has planned to support a focus on "Making Learning Visible" this year at the school.  She also answered 
questions and gave us updates on the timeline for a seismic upgrade and the Learning Commons project. 

We urge all families to consider donating to the Learning Commons fundraising campaign which will benefit 
students, staff and parents. Please click here for more information about this exciting project and how to 
donate. 

Please join us at our next HPAC meeting on Monday, October 23 and learn more about counselling and 
support resources available for students at the school and in the community. We look forward to seeing you 
there!  
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https://www.nvrc.ca/programs-memberships/program-directory/youth
http://www.handsworthpac.com/Handsworth%20Learning%20Commons%202017%20Fundraiser.pdf
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Orange Shirt Day 

Orange Shirt Day is a legacy of the St. Joseph Mission (SJM) residential school commemoration event 
held in Williams Lake, BC, Canada, in the spring of 2013.  It grew out of Phyllis' story of having her shiny 
new orange shirt taken away on her first day of school at the Mission, and it has become an opportunity 
to keep the discussion on all aspects of residential schools happening annually.   
 
The date was chosen because it is the time of year in which children were taken from their homes to 
residential schools, and because it is an opportunity to set the stage for anti-racism and anti-bullying 
policies for the coming school year.  It also gives teachers time to plan events that will include children, 
as we want to ensure that we are passing the story and learning on to the next generations.  
 
Orange Shirt Day is also an opportunity for First Nations, local governments, schools and communities 
to come together in the spirit of reconciliation and hope for generations of children to come. 

Staff and students all joined in shouting “Every Child Matters” in the gallery. It was a heart-warming 
moment to be part of a sea of orange in our hallways and to recognize that mindsets and attitudes are 
changing as we reflect upon the legacy of the Residential School system and move forward with 
recommendations made by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

HSS has been working hard to bring a growing sense of awareness of Aboriginal issues and help our 
community reflect on beliefs and attitudes towards Aboriginal Peoples as well as learn about local, 
regional and national history.  

“It is precisely because education was the primary tool of oppression of Aboriginal people, and 
miseducation of all Canadians, that we have concluded that education holds the key to reconciliation.” 
Justice Murray Sinclair  

At HSS we’re talking about it.  
If not us, then who? If not here, then where? If not now, then when? 

!4

http://www.orangeshirtday.org/phyllis-story.html
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Parent Teacher Interview 

Parent-Teacher Interviews are rapidly approaching – they will be held on Thursday November 2nd.  The two 

session times for the interviews are 2pm – 4pm and 6pm – 8pm.  Interviews will take place in teacher 
classrooms and will last 5 minutes.  This year we are encouraging students to come with their parents to the 
meetings.   

Handsworth will once again be using an online appointment booking system to manage Parent-Teacher 
Interviews.  This online system allows parents the most flexibility to select their own interviews and book 

them online.  Please note  the system is a “first-come-first-served” system and interview slots will fill up very 
quickly.  If you are interested in booking interviews, take note of the opening booking times and act fast! 
Below are the steps you will need to follow in order to book appointments for your child.  We suggest you 
complete the first 4 steps either confirming or setting up your user profile now, so that when the booking 
window opens you are immediately ready to book appointments. Please note the User Profile has to be 
completed once per school year. If you have forgotten your password from the Fall session, please follow the 
instructions under the “Forgot Password” tab on the appointment website.  

(1.)Proceed to the following website: http://handsworth.schoolappointments.com 

(2.) To create an account (If you have not already set up an account from the Fall)  
• You may also access the appointment system by following the link on the Handsworth website 

and choose the “PARENTS” link across the top  

• First step - create a profile, “Click Here to Register” at the very bottom of the Login Box on the 
right  

• The school access code is “hss” (case-sensitive) 
• Fill in your information and select your User Id and Password 

• The login code is also “hss”  

(3.) Once you have created a user profile for your family, this will register you and your child.  You can now 

add your child / children using “Manage Students”. If you have more than one child attending Handsworth, 

click on the “insert new” button. 

(4.) You will now be able to login in and out using your User Id, and Password. 

(5.) You are now ready to make your appointments as soon as the booking window opens.  To prepare to book 
appointments make sure you know the names of the teachers you wish to see, as well as the class they teach 
your child.  You may also consider the priority of whom you wish to see. 

*** Above steps 1 - 5 can be done ahead of time.*** 
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http://handsworth.schoolappointments.com
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Step 5 begins Wednesday, October 18th at 8:00 pm *** 

(6.) Once each booking window opens, you may create appointments by signing into your account and 

clicking on the “Manage Students” button.   Click on the parent teacher interview button listed to the right 
of your child’s name. You may make up to three bookings per child in the first window.  

(7.) To book an appointment, scroll through the staff list and click on each name. You can do this individually 
or you may hold the “ctrl” key to click multiple staff members. Each teacher schedule will appear and you can 
select the time you wish to book.  Repeat the same instructions if you have a second child.  

(7.) If you are unable to book a teacher that you wished to see during the second booking window or are 
unable to attend Parent-Teacher Interviews on Thursday November 2nd, you may request a “call back” for 
your child/children and the teacher will contact you. The “call back” button is located at the top of the 
teacher schedule. The term “Call back” is the online name – for our use this may mean any form of 
communication (email often works best).  Keep in mind teachers of academic classes in particular, experience 
a high volume of requests, so your patience is appreciated. 

(8.) When your appointments are booked, the screen will display a list of all appointments for each student 

(9.) When you are done scheduling and viewing appointments, simply “logout” of the session, this will 
automatically save your bookings.  An email reminder will be sent one day prior to the interviews. 

(10.) If you are having difficulties with any aspect of this system, please try the “help” button and see 
“instruction guide for parents” or contact the main office at the school. 
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Please note the following very important details in relation to booking times… 

• The first booking window will be available from Wednesday, October 18th at 8:00 pm to Friday, October 
20th at 12pm. 

• In the first window – parents will be limited to 3 interviews per child. This will allow maximum 
opportunity for all parents in our school community to have access to the teachers they need to see 
the most. 

• On Friday, October 20th at 6:00 pm a second booking window will open.  Parents may add up to 7 more 
interviews per child (if needed and still available.)  There will be limited availability at this time. The 
second window will close on Thursday, October 26th at 11:55pm.  

• No appointments will be accepted after this second window closes on Thursday, October 26th.  Parents 
will be able to view their bookings at any time up until the Interview day and will receive a reminder 
email.   
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HANDSWORTH	NEEDS	YOUR	SUPPORT	
Each	year	the	Handsworth	School	Community	comes	together	
and	supports	initiatives	at	the	school.	
This	year	we	are	raising	funds	to	transform	our	old	library	into	

a	dynamic	LEARNING	COMMONS	-	a	space	that	is	accessible	
to	the	entire	school	community	and	promotes	curiosity,	
collaboration	and	conversation!		
	

	 OUR	GOAL	IS	$50,000	
	

We	are	a	community	of	1500	students	and	if	every	family	contributed	
even	a	small	amount,	we	would	achieve	our	goal!		

To	learn	more	about	the	process,	please	contact:	

Ms.	Rupi	Samra-Gynane,	Principal	

rsamra@sd44.ca	

	

	

HANDSWORTH LEARNING COMMONS FUNDRAISER SEPT 2017 
 

Please	make	cheques	payable	to:	Handsworth	Secondary	School	OR	School	District	44	

Cash/Cheque	donations	are	all	eligible	for	a	tax	receipt.	Please	include	your	name	and	address	if	
you	would	like	a	tax	receipt	mailed	to	you.	Donations	can	be	dropped	off	at	the	school.	

If	you	would	like	to	contribute	online	go	to:	https://sd44.schoolcashonline.com	

Under	the	“Items”	tab	click	on	“Make	a	Donation”	and	for	“Fund	Destination”	select	Handsworth.		

A	TAX	RECEIPT	will	be	emailed	to	you	upon	completion	of	your	cart	checkout.	

THANK	YOU	FOR	YOUR	GENEROSITY	AND	COMMITMENT	TO	

EXCELLENCE	AND	INNOVATION	AT	HANDSWORTH!	
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ATTENTION PARENTS OF GRADUATING STUDENTS:
This message is coming to you on behalf of the 2017/2018 Yearbook Team.

This year, we are excited to be offering a Public Display of Affection (PDA) section of the yearbook devoted 
to your very own grad!  Last year’s PDAs were a great success and garnered much interest from parents and 
students.

This great opportunity allows parents and guardians to have a personal message to your grad published 
in the Yearbook to commemorate a great year and to show your grad how much they are loved and 
appreciated.

The PDA consists of 2 parts:
• A favorite photo (typically of the grad when they are a baby/toddler/younger);
• A personalized statement of affection and pride from parents.

While the concept may become known to the graduating students, the Yearbook staff and students will keep 
all names, content, and images completely confidential until the time of publishing!  So do not tell your grad!

If you are interested, please complete the following instructions prior to December 15, 2017:

Email a high-resolution digital image (jpeg format only) and maximum 75 word statement in the same email to: 
handsworthpda@gmail.com 
Please include your child’s full legal name, as well as his/her preferred name (if applicable).

The fee is only $40 to commemorate a great memory in this year’s publication.
Pay online – visit the Handsworth website, scroll down and click “Pay School Fees Online.”  Participation in the 
program is only available until December 15th – so book now!

Only 48 spots are available in the Yearbook and are booked on a first come, first served basis.  So act fast!

We look forward to hearing from you.

-The Yearbook 2017/2018 Yearbook Team

Here is a sample of last year’s exciting PDA section of the Yearbook:

Only $40 to publish a personalized 
message to your grad!
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Full Page (9x12”)
Portrait Layout
$1 000

Half Page (6x9”)
Portrait or Landscape Layout
$750

Quarter Page (6x4.5”)
Portrait or Landscape Layout
$500

Business Card (2x3”)
Portrait or Landscape Layout
$300

Many 
parents and 

community business 
members have 

approached the 2017 
Yearbook team asking about 
advertising  in our book last 

year.

Now with North Vancouver 
School District approval, we 
are excited to offer you - the 

Handsworth community 
- the opportunity to 

advertise in the 2018 
Yearbook!

Please submit your company name, website address, and any other information to:

Kory Bogen - Yearbook Advisor - handsworthyearbookads@gmail.com

Please note that all advertisers must meet the district’s committment to upholding the 
standards of a public education institution.

Advertisers will be approved by the NVSD first.

We can even design an ad for you wi t h your logo and 
business info!

You may also choose to sponsor a 2-page spread for $150.  
This would not include logos or images but instead would say: 

“This spread generously sponsored by ___________.”

Advert ise in t he Handswort h 
2018 Yearbook!


