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Here are some of the great things happening in November: 

HPAC meeting 
The next Handsworth Parent Advisory Council meeting will take 
place on Monday, November 16th at 7:00 pm in the library.  Our 
special guests for the evening will be several teachers , including 
Science Teachers Dave Murton and Erica Toombs. They will be 
sharing with parents the ways they use technology to support and 
enhance student learning both in and outside their classrooms. 
The HPAC executive will also present its 2015/16 plans for 
supporting student activities and experiences through gaming 
funds and put forward the annual budget for approval. Hope to 
see you there! For more information on the HPAC please visit: 
www.handsworthpac.com.  

remind 
Sign up for our new text alert system for school events, and news. 
Remind is a communication platform that enables the school to 
send text messages to students and parents about important 
information relating to school activities. Please see the full page 
instructions to sign up.  
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Burt Awards.  

Students from the First Nations 
12 class participated at the 
Burt Awards at UBC. The Burt 
Awards celebrates excellence  
in Aboriginal writers in 
Canada. Grade 12 student 
Jordan Pearce introduced one 
of this year’s award recipients.  

WE Day 

Students from the 
Ambassadors for Change Club 
attended WE Day 2015, and 
will be working throughout the 
year on various charitable 
projects. Join them every 
Wednesday at lunch in Room 
203.  

ROYALS NEWS 
The Handsworth community develops empowered, innovative and 

compassionate learners who serve and lead with curiosity and integrity

Art by: Courtney Ward-Zbeetnoff

http://www.sd44.ca/school/handsworth
http://www.handsworthpac.com
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HPAC Parent Night 

About 200 parents attended a 
presentation at the school by 
speaker Raj Dhasi on the topic 
of “Resolving Conflict With Your 
Teenager’s Brain in Mind”. The 
informative evening, presented  
by the Handsworth PAC, gave 
parents excellent scientific 
background as well as helpful 
tips. Thanks to everyone who 
attended and gave generously 
at the door. For more 
information on this event, please 
visit handsworthpac.com  

Federal Election 

Candidate from all four national 
parties took part in Federal 
Election panel. Candidates 
discussed their respective party 
platforms and answered 
questions from students. 
Students then took part in the 
National Student Vote. Like the 
Federal Election, Jonathan 
Wilkinson also won our student 
vote.  

Parent Teacher Interviews 
Parent Teacher Interviews will take place on November 12th and 
Handsworth will be testing a new online booking system for Parent 
Teacher Interviews. Thank you to all the parents who have signed 
up for appointments using our new line booking system. This 
system will be open till Nov 4th to register.  

Hands Up 
HANDS UP, Wed Nov 25th at Centennial Theatre 7pm. Tickets will 
be on sale starting Monday, November 16th in the gallery during 
lunch time 12:40-1:40pm on school days. Tickets are $5 Students 
and $10 Adults at Handsworth (or $6 students and $11 Adults at 
Centennial Theatre). This shows often sell out, so get your tickets 
early!!  

Handsworth Sweet Music 
In December, all ensembles will be playing in the Sweet 
Music concert, which includes a bake sale and raffle draws 
with entrance by donation. It is always a wonderful event to 
spread some holiday cheer. Please join us on December 
9th at 7pm in the large gym.  

Remembrance Day 
Our annual Remembrance Day Ceremony will take place on 
Tuesday, November 10th featuring performances by Handsworth 
dance and music students, and special guests. Parents and 
Community members are invited to attend between 
9:55-11:00am. Please RSVP if you plan to attend by emailing 
handsworth@sd44.ca  Please note classes are not in session on 
Wednesday, November 11th.  

Grade 9 Take Our Kids to Work - Wed. Nov. 4th  
What is the Take Our Kids to Work program? 
Take Our Kids to WorkTM is an annual program in which Grade 9 
students are hosted by parents, friends, relatives and volunteers at 
workplaces across the country every November. The program 
supports career development by helping students connect school, 
the world of work, and their own futures. 

If you wish your child to participate in this program please either 
complete the attached form and return it to the main office on 
Monday, November 2nd, and/or call the main office to excuse your 
child for the day so that they are not marked absent unexcused. 

Resources and more information can be found at   
http://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/what-we-do/student-
programs/take-our-kids-to-work/surveys-and-resources 
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Special Feature  
Choices Program 
The Choices program supports Handsworth students with 
social/emotional and/or behavioural circumstances that 
may act as a barrier to school success. 
Students work with grade counsellors 
and the Choices team to recognize 
learning barriers, understand the 
genesis of the barriers, and strategize 
on possible solutions.   

“Choices has been a soft place to fall 
during a challenging school year. The 
choices teachers and counsellors offered emotional 
support and provided coping skills that allowed my 
daughter to achieve her best educational results during a 
year that would have been a write off otherwise. She 
connected with other students who faced difficulties and 
the choices room was a safe place to be herself. We are 
very grateful for the program and to the staff and feel that it 
is an invaluable resource for students and their families.” 

- Parent of a Choices Student 

Students can be identified as Choices candidates initially 
by a subject area teacher, grade counsellor or 
administrator. Teachers can identify students in need of 
support by observing a decline in their class attendance, 
performance, or a change in their behaviour. Observations 
are referred to Grade counsellors, who check in with the 
student and other teachers to get a broader portrait of a 
students’ possible challenges. Many factors affect school 
success both in and out of the classroom, and the principle 
mission of Choices is to accommodate unique individual 
circumstances that occur from time to time- with a more 
flexible, temporary and empathetic approach to school  
programming.    

The Choices program is in its fourth year, and continues to 
grow. As part of our growth we 
have moved to room 137. We will 
have an information booth 
outside the main office during 
Parent Teacher Interviews to 
answer any questions you may 
have about Choices or would like 
to visit our new space. 
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Japanese Visits 

Students from Cleveland 
Elementary and Canyon 
Heights Elementary 
school participated in a 
Japanese Cultural Fair 
hosted by students from 
Hayato Junior High 
School in Yokohama, 
Japan.  

Students from Inage 
High School in Chiba, 
Japan completed the 
first part of our 
exchange. Handsworth 
students will be visiting 
Chiba in April of 2016.  

Handsworth Music 

The Senior Wind Ensemble had 
their weekend retreat at the end 
of September in Whistler and 
had a great time.  All the band & 
strings groups performed 
beautifully in the Prelude 
Concerts in October, 
showcasing their hard work and 
dedication.

http://www.sd44.ca/school/handsworth
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Fall Athletics Royals Football  
by Davis Bonsall-Jevning (Gr. 11)

The Handsworth Royals 2015 season is in full fire. With a regular 
season record of (2-1), they are looking to make it to the playoffs. 
The Royals started their season back in September with three pre-
season games. The Royals first took on Carson Graham in the 29th 

annual Buchan Bowl. The Royals came away with a 21-20 victory to 
snap a five year Carson streak. With the preseason rolling, the 
Royals took on Hugh Boyd the following week for their 
homecoming game and took the victory. With all the momentum 
the royals traveled down to San Diego to take on Claremont High 
School. The Royals flew down to L.A. and had a series of activities 
before taking on the Claremont Chieftains for their homecoming 
game, a Friday Night Lights special. The Royals were losing 14-21 
going into the second half, but the Chieftains took the momentum 
as they ran onto the field through their banner out behind the 
marching band, and won the second half, handing the Royals their 
first loss of the pre-season, 
sending them back to 
Canada ready for the 
regular season.       

The Fall sports season is 
coming to a close, 
congratulations to all of 
our amazing athletes and 
coaches on an 
outstanding season. A 
number of our team have 
qualified for Provincial 
Championships or are in 
the competition to qualify 
for them this week. 
Congratulations and 
good luck to the Senior 
Girls Field Hockey team, 
members of the Swim 
team and Cross Country 
team as they complete at 
their respective Provincial 
Championships. Our 
number 1 ranked Senior 
Girls Volleyball team will 
try to secure their spot in 
the AAAA 
Championships next 
week. 
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