
April Events  

The Art of Hope 
April 7-9 Centennial Theater:  

This is an exciting month for our school and our fine arts department. Over 200 students, a 
dozen staff members, and over 40 parents have been busy supporting the Handsworth 
students’ latest play production “The Art of Hope”. A huge thank you to everyone who 
helped to make this production happen! 

Grad Gown Sign Up 

All Gr 12 students intending to attend the graduation commencement ceremony on June 
20, 2016 need to sign up for a grad gown by clicking the link below NO LATER THAN APRIL 
22, 2016 . Grad gowns have been paid for through the graduation fee along with  your 
school fees. If you own a gown through a sibling or are not attending the ceremony please 
enter “not required” in size box) https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1fhsvorWX6zfT-
mpUj9hMYRGCkHJJcd0IeRxpBmm1ltw/viewform 
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Royals News 
The Handsworth community develops empowered, innovative and 

compassionate learners who serve and lead with curiosity and integrity. 

Europe Trip 2016
During spring break, 45 students 
and 4 teachers took a remarkable 
journey through Central Europe. 
 Their itinerary included Germany, 
Austria, Liechtenstein, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands and 
the Czech Republic.  They 
summited Mount Pilatus in 
Lucerne, took a canal cruise 
through Amsterdam, visited 
castles and monuments and 
enjoyed some of the finest 
chocolate and cheese in the 
world.  The focus of this trip was 
on modern European history as 
the students learned about such 
things as the horrors of World War 
II in Dachau, the Cold War in 
Berlin, and legacy of the 
Habsburgs in Austria.  The group 
would like to acknowledge the 
hard work put in by Mr. Carlson to 
make this trip happen.  For more 
details on the experience, please 
visit the blog that was kept 
throughout the trip at 
www.handswortheurope2016.wor
dpress.com  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1fhsvorWX6zfT-mpUj9hMYRGCkHJJcd0IeRxpBmm1ltw/viewform
http://www.handswortheurope2016.wordpress.com/
http://www.handswortheurope2016.wordpress.com/


Handsworth Football Club Plant Sale 

Handsworth Royals Football Club is excited to announce their 2016 Spring Plant Sale just in 
time for Mother’s Day. The sale will include hanging baskets, planters, hanging strawberry 
plants, premium annuals and tomato plants.    
The Plant Sale will open on April 6th, orders are to be received by Friday April 22nd and 
pick up will be on Friday May 6th, 3-6pm in the cafeteria. Should you have any question 
please contact Kristin Porter at dkporter@shaw.ca or visit https://
handsworthsecondary.growingsmilesfundraising.com. 

Handsworth PAC Meeting - Monday, April 11th @ 
7:00pm  
We look forward to welcoming parents to our upcoming Handsworth PAC meeting on 
Monday, April 11th at 7pm in the school library.  

Special guests at this meeting will be Business Teacher Sheri Johnson and Work Experience 
Facilitator Peggy Louise who will talk about some of the outstanding volunteer and work 
experience opportunities available to our students through courses offered at the school. 

They will also share with us some of the information available through the school’s Career 
Centre website which is a fantastic resource for students and parents of Handsworth. Please 
visit the site at http://hsscareercenter.weebly.com/ and bring some of your questions to the 
meeting!  

Handsworth Heart Talks 

Do you have an a great story to tell and inspiring way to tell it?    We are looking for grade 
8-12 students to present speeches OR creative presentations (could be film music, slam 
poetry etc)at the upcoming May 16 Heart Talks Assembly. This year the theme will focus on 
diversity in learning ! If you are interested, please prepare an audition presentation for 
Wednesday, April 20 at lunch in the drama room. The  audition only needs to be a 3-4 
minute sample of your presentation. This invitation is open all grade levels. If you require 
further details, feel free to talk to Mr. Wong, Dr. Beare, or Ms. Schwegler. 

2016 Satisfaction Survey 

The 2016 Satisfaction Survey is administered annually to staff, parents, and students in 
grades 4, 7,10, and 12. 

All Grade 10 and Grade 12 parents are asked to complete the electronic survey by visiting 
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm 

Parents will need a passcode to complete the online survey. These passcodes are available 
through the main office. Students in Gr. 10 and Gr. 12 will all be receiving a parent passcode 
for their guardian after completing their own student survey.  

Students in Gr.10 and Gr. 12 will complete the student version of the survey electronically in 
the library computer lab during period 4 (April 12-28) 
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Handsworth Secondary        

Music Notes
We have been busy!  In the 
last two weeks before the 
break we had our "Wonderful 
Winds" concert, the "Strings 
Extravaganza", and many 
Handsworth music students 
played at the District Honour 
Strings and District Honour 
Band concert with the 
Vancouver Symphony at 
Centennial Theatre!   

In the first week back the 
Asahikawa Commerce High 
School Band from Japan put 
on an entertaining show for 
the school and our family of 
schools elementary friends.  
They sang, danced, played 
hand bells, and played their 
band instruments.  At one 
point in the concert a group of 
percussionists put on 
blindfolds and played 
xylophone, orchestra bells 
and vibraphone backwards!  It 
was quite a show!  On the 
following day the group put 
on workshops and played with 
ours and other North 
Vancouver students.  There 
was some difficulty 
communicating with words 
but Music is an international 
language and everyone 
enjoyed the day! 

In the next two weeks there 
are band and string trips to 
Oregon, to the Cantando 
Music Festival in Sun Peaks, 
and to the BC Interior Jazz 
Festival in Kelowna.  April 12th 
is the Family of Schools "Zone 
Concert" in the large gym at 
7:30. 

Our bottle drive is coming up 
on May 7th.  Flyers will be 
coming around and any bottle 
donations are much 
appreciated.

mailto:dkporter@shaw.ca
https://handsworthsecondary.growingsmilesfundraising.com
http://hsscareercenter.weebly.com/
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm


Program Spotlight: Work Experience 
Work Experience can be found in so many different ways. Volunteering in the community, attending career related 
events, or a part time job. You never know what opportunities will come from connecting with the community. It’s not 
uncommon for students to volunteer and be offered employment, or discover skills and career options they hadn’t 
considered before. 

To apply for the Vet Technician Program at Douglas College a student must have a minimum of 80 hours’ work 
experience at a Vet Clinic?  The Work Experience 12A/12B program can facilitate this so students meet the 
requirements for this and other programs.  A number of WEX students are interested in medicine and have completed 
work experience at Vet clinics, Senior Centers, Pharmacies and Physio Clinics as well as attending special events 
offered by the Child & Family Research Center and UBC.   

 

 

In conjunction with VCH, senior students conducted a 
Health Fair for Grade 8’s, covering topics such as Healthy 
Living, Alcohol use, STI’s, Birth Control, Gender identity, 
etc.  Miku, Rayan, Shirin and Azin were amazing; sharing 
their knowledge and experience with the younger 
students. It was interactive and all engaging. 
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Ben completed a job shadow at Moveo 
Sports & Rehab center and loved the 
experience.



VOLUNTEER & be an active member of your community 
Volunteering is a great way to network, learn new skills, give back to the community, share your talents and it may even 
lead to employment or mentorship opportunities.   
The North Shore Community Resources Youth Volunteer Directory is an excellent and well organized resource for 
volunteer opportunities.   www.nscr.bc.ca/volunteer/youth.html 
   
CAREER EXPLORATION 
Students who participate in Career exploration activities generally make better and more informed decisions regarding 
post -secondary options. “Trying it out” and learning what they DON’T want to do is just as important as knowing what 
they DO want to do. There are many opportunities for students to explore careers through the Handsworth Career 
Center, hsscareercenter.weebly.com 

Only 5 students can attend the Fire Fighter for a Day event on May 12,  sponsored by the District of North Vancouver.  
Students (guys & girls) will “play” at fire-fighting, try on safety equipment, enter a smoke filled building and rappel from 
the tower! 

Or maybe the Canadian Army Reserve would be interesting?  Attend Soldier for a Day April 30 and learn about part 
time employment and the option for paid education.  Students will receive instruction in marching, rappelling, 
communication systems, basic field skills, engineering and technical trades etc. 

    
SUMMER JOBS 
And of course our students are starting to think of what comes next. Capilano Suspension Bridge and Grouse 
Mountain are hiring now for the summer months.  

It’s all about CAREER EXPLORATION and discovering where you belong. 
For more info on these and other opportunties check out the Handsworth Virtual Career Center. 

www.hsscareercenter.weebly.com 

Handsworth WEX is always looking to connect with local employers and businesses willing to offer work experience/
career exploration to students. To discuss further contact;  

WEX Teacher,    Sheri Johnson  sjohnson@sd44.ca 
WEX Facilitator,  Peggy Louise  plouise@sd44.ca 604-903-3615 
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Program Spotlight: Handsworth Environmental Club - BeAware Fair 
The Handsworth 
Environmental Club is a 
group of dedicated students 
working together to help our 
planet that we know and love. 
Recently, we hosted the “Be 
Aware Fair”, an event to raise 
awareness about 
environmental problems, 
their possible solutions and 
sustainability. On March 9, 
our school gym was filled 
with over 30 different 
enthusiastic groups 
dedicated to making a 
change. By 9am, the large 
gym was buzzing with 
individuals from all over 
British Columbia setting up 

tables and displays. Not only was this event open to the students of Handsworth but we welcomed three 
elementary feeder schools to Handsworth, as well as the public. The ultimate goal of this event was to 
inspire the younger students who will be attending Handsworth in the future, to start thinking about the 
environment and what they can do at Handsworth to help. The Handsworth Environmental Club aims to 
start environmental clubs in the elementary schools so that when they enter Handsworth they are keen to 
help. 

The groups that joined us the 
day of our event were 
invested in a range of 
environmental issues, from 
promoting the protection of 
Howe Sound (The Future of 
Howe Sound Society) to 
preventing the continuing 
sale of dog and cat fur (Fur 
Bearer Defenders). Some 
groups came from afar and 
represented not only BC, but 
Canada as well, in the case of 
the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada. Local organizations 
attended as well, including 
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Science World, Grouse Mountain and the 
District of North Vancouver parks and 
water division. The gym was full of energy 
as many of our presenters brought 
interactive games and activities to help 
educate the students about their cause; 
NVSD Energy Manager brought an 
interactive touch screen to teach 
sustainability in the home and at school, 
while Animals in Science had displays and 
biology games. All in all, every table had 
something unique to offer and there was 
no shortage or interesting opportunities to 
learn about what’s happening in our 
environmental community. 

 
Not only were there tables to visit, but 
there was also our Presentation 
Corner, a place where our guest 
speakers talked and showed videos 
on a variety of subjects. Every hour a 
different group took the stage for 
about a half hour to discuss their 
projects and to show our students 
what they can do to help. The Delta 
Farmland and Wildlife Trust discussed 
agriculture and wildlife conservation, 
and how local farmers can help 
support wildlife populations on their 
various fields. Science World’s talk was 
directed at our elementary school 
kids, who took a closer look at worms 
and how they help with composting 

and creating healthy soil.  

Overall, the fair attracted over 2500 people to Handsworth Secondary. Our club strives to provide the 
community with the necessary knowledge to confront real problems with attainable solutions, and with 
this fair, we believe that we accomplished just that.
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For Update Information On Events And News About Handsworth, 
Visit Our Website Www.Sd44.Ca/School/Handsworth/Pages/

Default.Aspx Or Follow Us On Twitter @HandsworthHSS


