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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Your son has chosen to play rugby in our upcoming spring season. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for many young athletes to excel at an ever growing 

sport in Canada. Rugby is known for its physical competition, but more 

importantly it’s about comradery and teamwork. Each player of the squad 

is seen as a valued member both on and off the field. 

Curry Hitchborn will be returning to Handsworth as the program’s Head 

Coach. He is adding Handsworth to his duties as a forwards coach for the 

UBC Thunderbird’s Rugby and coaching at Capilano Rugby Club just to 

name a few rugby hats he wears.  

New to Handsworth this year as Athletic Director and PE teacher, is 

Ramses Langston. Ramses comes with an extensive background of 

coaching experience and most notably, the recipient of the 2012 Gerald 

McGavin coaching award. He will join Curry with the senior team. 

Alex Bodnaruk, an ex-rugby player and Handsworth alumni, will be 

returning as the junior team head coach. There will also be other 

Handsworth rugby alumni returning to assist Alex.  

Both our teacher sponsors will be back again this year. The senior team 

sponsor is Troy Burtt, math, and the junior team sponsor is Glen Walters, 

PE. I, Janet Barill, rugby fan, will also be back as the program manager. 

Once the season gets going, both teams will practice generally most days, 

except Friday and the weekend. Last year the players organized weekend 

practices on their own. Practices are after school, on the Handsworth field. 

Games are once a week, there may be the odd game twice a week, also after 

school. There may be opportunity to allow some junior players to join the 

senior team for certain games if the coaching staff and parents feel that the 

athlete is ready for this challenge. 
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Although the season starts in the spring, kit gear must be ordered by mid-

December to be here for the start of the season. The school provides game 

and practice jerseys for each team (must be returned at the end of the 

season). Each player is responsible to have shorts, socks, cleats (rugby 

preferable), and a mouth guard.  Players cannot participate in practices or 

games without these, so please ensure your son is properly equipped. No 

new equipment is required if your son played last year and what you have 

still works. 

The on-line Kukri Store will be open shortly for you to order your son’s 
gear. All the items available last year will be available again this year. 
The shorts and socks are the only required items. Anything else is 
optional. The link to the shop is 
http://www.handsworthrugby.kukrisports.com/merchandise--‐ 
Adult 

We expect training to start in the New Year, with the regular rugby season 

starting in March. If you have any questions please contact any of the 

people listed below. 

Program Head Coach--‐Curry Hitchborn--‐curryhitchborn@gmail.com 
 
Senior Coach—Ramses Langston—rlangston@sd44.ca 
 
Sr Team Sponsor--‐Troy Burtt--‐tburtt@sd44.ca 
 
Jr Team Head Coach---Alex Bodnaruk---alexbodnaruk@gmail.com 
 
Jr Team Sponsor---Glen Walters----gwalters@sd44.ca 
 
Program Manager----Janet Barill----janet@barill.ca 
 
Our program is very fortunate to have the ongoing support of returning 

coaches, teacher sponsors, alumni, parents and the school each year. Our 

program is growing each year, so Thank you all!! 
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