
 

 

COURSE OUTLINE – DP SPANISH AB INITIO 

Course Description:  

Spanish ab initio (SL) is a two-year course that has been designed for students who do not have any prior knowledge of the 

language but wish to study Spanish as their Language B. The language ab initio course is organized into three themes; 

individual and society, leisure and work, and urban and rural environment.  Each theme has a list of topics that provide the 

students with opportunities to practice and explore the language as well as to develop intercultural understanding. Through 

the development of receptive, productive and interactive skills, students should be able to respond and interact 

appropriately in a defined range of everyday situations. 

 

Assessment Objectives:  

There are five assessment objectives for the language ab initio course. Students will be assessed on their ability to: 
 
1. demonstrate an awareness and understanding of the intercultural elements related to the prescribed topics 
2. communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations 
3. understand and use accurately the basic structures of the language 
4. understand and use an appropriate range of vocabulary 
5. use a register and a format that are appropriate to the situation. 

 

Assessment Overview & Timeline: 

External assessment          75%  

Paper 1 (1 hour 30 minutes):   Receptive skills     30% (May, Year 2) 

Understanding of four written texts.  (40 marks) 

 

Paper 2 (1 hour):    Productive skills    25% (May, Year 2) 

Two compulsory writing exercises.   (25 marks) 

Written assignment:    Receptive and productive skills   20% (January, Year 2) 

A piece of writing, 200–350 words, demonstrating intercultural understanding  

and written in Spanish.    (20 marks) 

Internal assessment : Interactive skills      25%  

Individual oral (10 minutes)        (February, Year 2)  

Three-part oral internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated  

by the IB.     (25 marks)  



 

 

Grade Descriptors:  

Grade 7  
Receptive skills: students respond clearly and effectively to all simple and most complex information and ideas.  

Interactive skills: students respond accurately, communicate effectively and demonstrate comprehension; pronunciation and intonation always facilitate 
the understanding of the message; students sustain participation and make good independent contributions. The message is always clear.  

Productive skills: students develop ideas well using an effective, logical structure; they successfully use a range of simple and some complex cohesive 
devices; they use both basic and complex grammatical structures accurately. However, they may make occasional errors in complex structures; they use 
varied and effective vocabulary and appropriate register; they demonstrate clear evidence of intercultural understanding where required.  

Grade 6  

Receptive skills: students respond clearly to all simple and most complex information and ideas.  

Interactive skills: students respond mostly accurately, communicate almost always effectively and demonstrate comprehension; pronunciation and 
intonation almost always facilitate the understanding of the message; students almost always sustain participation and make independent contributions. 
The message is almost always clear.  

Productive skills: students develop ideas well using a logical structure; they successfully use a range of simple and some complex cohesive devices; they 
use both basic and complex grammatical structures accurately. However, they may make several errors in complex structures; they use varied vocabulary 
and appropriate register; they almost always demonstrate clear evidence of intercultural understanding where required.  

Grade 5  

Receptive skills: students generally respond clearly to simple and some complex information and ideas.  

Interactive skills: students respond accurately and generally demonstrate comprehension; pronunciation and intonation often facilitate the understanding 
of the message; students generally sustain participation and make some independent contributions. The message is often clear.  

Productive skills: students develop some ideas using a logical structure; they often use a range of simple and some complex cohesive devices; they use 
basic grammatical structures accurately. However, complex structures are rarely accurate; they use a range of basic vocabulary and appropriate register; 
they often demonstrate evidence of intercultural understanding where required.  

Grade 4  

Receptive skills: students respond clearly to most simple information and ideas.  

Interactive skills: students respond accurately and demonstrate comprehension in simple exchanges; pronunciation and intonation usually facilitate the 
understanding of the message; students sustain participation in simple exchanges. The message is usually clear.  

Productive skills: students develop basic ideas using a logical structure; they use a range of simple cohesive devices successfully; they use most basic 
grammatical structures accurately; they use basic vocabulary and appropriate register successfully; they usually demonstrate evidence of intercultural 
understanding where required. 

Grade 3  

Receptive skills: students sometimes respond clearly to simple information.  

Interactive skills: students sometimes respond accurately and sometimes demonstrate comprehension in simple exchanges; pronunciation and intonation 
sometimes facilitate the understanding of the message; students sometimes sustain participation in simple exchanges. The message is sometimes clear.  

Productive skills: students sometimes develop basic ideas; they sometimes use simple cohesive devices successfully; they sometimes use basic 
grammatical structures accurately; they sometimes use basic vocabulary and appropriate register successfully; they sometimes demonstrate evidence of 
intercultural understanding where required.  

Grade 2  

Receptive skills: students rarely respond clearly to simple information.  

Interactive skills: students rarely respond accurately or demonstrate comprehension; pronunciation and intonation rarely facilitate the understanding of 
the message; students rarely sustain participation in simple exchanges. The message is rarely clear.  

Productive skills: students rarely develop basic ideas; they rarely use simple cohesive devices; they rarely use simple grammatical structures accurately; 
they rarely use basic vocabulary or appropriate register successfully; they rarely demonstrate evidence of intercultural understanding where required.  

Grade 1  

Receptive skills: students very rarely respond clearly to simple information.  

Interactive skills: students very rarely respond accurately or demonstrate comprehension; pronunciation and intonation very rarely facilitate the 
understanding of the message; students very rarely sustain participation in simple exchanges. The message is very rarely clear.  

Productive skills: students very rarely develop ideas; they very rarely use simple cohesive devices; they very rarely use basic grammatical structures accurately; 
they very rarely use basic vocabulary or appropriate register successfully; they very rarely demonstrate evidence of intercultural understanding where required. 



 

 

BC Ministry Requirements:  

In line with the philosophy of the IB Diploma Programme, students will be assessed against the course objectives at their 

current level of achievement on the 7-point scale throughout the course.  As required by the Ministry of Education, 

students will also be given a percentage converted from the IB level that reflects their achievement in relation to the 

corresponding BC Curriculum course. 

 

 

Approaches to Learning (ATL) 

Approaches to learning across the Diploma Programme refer to deliberate strategies, skills and attitudes which are 
intrinsically linked with the learner profile attributes, enhance student learning and assist student preparation for the 
Diploma Programme assessment and beyond. 

The five approaches to learning categories in the DP are: 

 thinking skills 

  social skills 

 communication skills 

 self-management skills  

 research skills  
 

Development of these skills are key to success in the Diploma Programme and will be formally and informally taught and 

assessed. 

 

Academic Honesty and Personal Integrity 

The faculty at Carson Graham expects our students to complete academic and nonacademic work that is authentic and 

respectful of intellectual property.  As diploma candidates, you are expected to adhere to the school’s Policy for Academic 

Integrity, and also to the principles and practices set out in the IB document, Diploma Programme: Academic Honesty, 

2011. Ignorance of the standards related to academic honesty and student integrity is not an excuse for dishonesty, 

plagiarism and malpractice.  You are expected to familiarize yourself with the policy.  
http://www.sd44.ca/school/carson/Documents/Carson%20Graham%20Policy%20for%20Academic%20Honesty%20June%202015.pdf  

 

http://www.sd44.ca/school/carson/Documents/Carson%20Graham%20Policy%20for%20Academic%20Honesty%20June%202015.pdf

