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ç Introduction	to	Our	School	Planning	Process

In	June	2015	the	staff	of	Canyon	Heights	began	a	

journey	to	9ind	out	how	we	could	create	a	more	

positive,	respectful	school	climate	by	examining	

the	physical	environment,	the	learning	environ-

ment	and	the	social/emotional	environment	of	

our	school.		

School	Plan:	2016	/	2017

In	2015/16,	we	focused	on	the	physical	environ-

ment	of	our	school,	as	described	in	our	School	Plan	

for	that	year,	and	were	able	to	complete	several	

projects	that	contributed	positively	to	our	school	

climate.

Physical	Environment
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In	2016/17,	we	turned	our	focus	to	examining	the	learning	environment	in	

our	school.	At	staff	meetings,	Professional	Development	Days,	PAC	meetings	

and	collaboration	times,	we	explored	what	we	meant	by	“learning	environ-

ment”	to	answer	the	question:	“How	does	the	learning	environment	within	

the	classroom	contribute	to	a	positive,	respectful	school	climate?”

ç Learning	Environment

At our Professional Development Day in September, we narrowed down our description 
of the learning environment in a series of tweets, based on group discussions:



Canyon	Heights	School	has	a	long	tradition	of	monthly	assemblies	called	“Target	Assemblies.”	
The	name	originally	came	from	the	idea	that	intermediate	students	would	be	acknowledged	
for	being	“on	target”	with	their	academic	learning	or	citizenship.	Over	the	past	few	years,	
staff	identi9ied	a	preference	for	recognizing	more	aspects	of	a	student’s	school	experience.	As	
a	9irst	step,	we	changed	the	name	to	“Recognition	Assemblies”	and	asked	teachers	to	recog-
nize	students	for	a	variety	of	achievements.	At	the	assembly,	we	would	also	recognize	other	
members	of	our	community	-	primary	students,	staff	members	or	parents.

As	part	of	each	assembly,	there	is	a	slideshow	that	begins	with	the	question	“How	does	the	
learning	environment	within	the	classroom	contribute	to	a	positive,	respectful	school	cli-
mate?”	and	includes	photos	that	highlight	some	of	these	aspects	of	the	learning	environ-
ment:

•Self-awareness

•Aboriginal	world	views

•Working	together

•Hands-on	learning	and	think-
ing

•Fine	Arts

•Reading,	writing	and	math

•Social-emotional	skills

•Celebrations

•Service	and	leadership

•Physical	activity



How	does	recognizing	and	acknowledging	these	aspects	of	the	learning	environ-

ment	at	assemblies,	PAC	meetings,	staff	meetings	and	in	newsletters	contribute	

to	school	climate?

The	School	Planning	Team	has	identiRied	four	initiatives	that	
have	developed	this	year	that	particularly	enhanced	the	posi-
tive,	respectful	school	climate

Making	Learning	Visible	

Hands-On	Learning:	MakerSpace

Hands-On	Learning:	Forest	Project

Writing	Club

In	the	next	pages,	you	will	see	examples	of	each	of	these	initiatives	and	
their	effects	on	our	school	climate.
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Learning	Environment

Making	Learning	Visible	

Communicating	
student	learning	
(CSL)	is	inter-
woven	with	cur-
riculum	design,	
instructional	
strategies,	and	
formative	assess-

ment.	It	is	a	process	by	which	teachers	can	provide	
a	continuous	window	into	student	learning.	CSL	
might	include	capturing	learning	through	a	digital	
portfolio	(FreshGrade),	conferencing,	inviting	the	
community	in,	and	reporting.	

Making	learning	visible	gives	the	student	choice,	
voice,	and	ownership	of	their	learning	journey.

Communicating	Student	Learning

Teacher	voice:	

Communicating	student	learning	throughout	
the	year,	rather	than	just	during	standard	re-
porting	times,	allows	me	to	share	student	
learning	over	time,	focusing	on	changes	and	
growth.	It	promotes	collaboration	and	feed-
back	in	a	timely	fashion	so	that	parents	feel	
more	informed	about	how	their	child	is	doing	
and	become	actively	involved	in	the	student’s	
learning	journey.



FreshGrade

Parent	Voice:

“We	feel	connected	and	involved	
in	what	our	child	is	learning.	We	
are	able	to	congratulate	good	ef-
forts	as	they	happen.	Our	child	
feels	that	her	work	is	important	
and	she	feels	proud	when	she	
sees	that	it	has	been	shared	with	
us.”

“I	love	seeing	my	daughter's	
work	of	course,	but	also	to	see	
how	she	interacts	with	her	work	
and	with	her	teachers	-	that's	a	
pretty	special	insight	that	we	
don't	usually	get.	And	with	that,	
we	get	to	see	where	her	strengths	
are	and	where	they	need	work	
with	us.”

Two	of	the	Same
	Invites	observations	and	comparisons,	
demonstrating	student’s	growth	and	
learning.	 A	student's	visual	representation	of	steps	

taken	and	obstacles	encountered	during	the	
course	of	creating	his	group	Lego	project.

Student	Voice:

“When	I	am	at	home	I	can	communi-
cate	with	my	teachers.	I	can	hear	
what	other	people	get	to	do.	It’s	just	
another	way	to	communicate.”
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Learning	Environment
Hands-On	Learning	and	Thinking

Hands–on	learning	plays	an	integral	

part	in	developing	understanding	of	

concepts.	Students	learn	best	when	

learning	is	active	and	when	students	

are	engaged	and	involved.	



MakerSpace

A	MakerSpace	is	a	place	for	students	to	
design,	create	and	explore	diverse	areas	
and	topics	of	personal	interest.	A	Maker-
Space	can	use	a	broad	range	of	mediums	
and	technologies,	ranging	from	computers	
and	circuits	to	cardboard	and	arts	and	
crafts.

What	is	a	MakerSpace?

What	do	students	do	in	a	MakerSpace?

Students	have	used	our	MakerSpace	to:

* design	mini-golf	courses	out	of	cardboard	

* program	their	own	computer	games	

* build	a	talking	book	return	bin

* construct	and	code	their	own	‘battle	bots’

The	Canyon	Heights	PAC	created	the	Innova-
tion	Grant	to:

• support	innovative	and	creative	teaching

• invest	in	an	area	which	didn't	seem	to	exist	
from	government	funding

• be	supportive	of	the	new	curriculum	

• be	able	to	be	used	across	the	school	

Kathryn	Orde	(PAC	Co-Chair,	2016	/	2017)

MakerSpace	at	Canyon	Heights?



MakerSpace

But	what’s	a	MakerSpace	‘really’	about?

A	MakerSpace	is	about:

* Feeding	our	natural	desire	to	create,	tinker	and	explore

* Valuing	process	over	product.	It’s	amazing	what	you	can	
be	inspired	to	accomplish	when	you	stop	thinking	about	
learning	just	in	terms	of	‘pass’	or	‘fail.’

* Fostering	collaboration.	MakerSpaces	encourage	stu-
dents	of	a	variety	of	ages	and	backgrounds	to	work	to-
gether	to	pursue	topics	of	shared	interest	or	to	take	on	
real	world	problems

* Developing	tenacity	and	resiliency.	Many	of	the	projects	
students	undertake	are	challenging,	requiring	both	time	
and	patience.	MakerSpace	allows	students	to	
pursue	a	project	in	depth,	while	work-
ing	at	their	own	pace.	A	MakerSpace	
just	might	be	the	ultimate	differentiated	
learning	environment!

Increased	collaboration	between	teachers	and	greater	
opportunities	for	students	and	teachers	to	engage	in	
technology

A 
173% increase in 

‘fist bumps’ and ‘high fives’ (+/-5%)

The 
occasional student 

standing up and shouting “I’m a 
GENIUS!” Every 

K-7 student at Canyon 
Heights having the opportunity 

to code



Forest Project

In	October	a	group	of	EcoRangers	from	the	
Stanley	Park	Ecology	Society	visited	our	school.	
Over	a	number	of	days	they	took	each	class	to	
the	forest	with	the	creek	running	through	it.	The	
students	learned	hands	on	about	nature.		The	
aim	was	for	each	student	to	take	away	a	sense	of	
connection	and	commitment	to	the	natural	
world.



Forest Project

“Today	I	learned	new	things	
about	the	forest.		I	learned	that	
the	biggest	living	thing	on	Earth	is	
a	mushroom	because	the	mush-
room	is	the	9lower	of	the	fungus.		
The	fungus	is	all	attached	to	the	
mushrooms	and	they	can	stretch	
super	far!”

“I	learned	bats	sometimes	live	
in	the	bark	of	a	Douglas	9ir	tree.”

“I	learned	a	type	of	larva	can	
keep	a	creek	clean	‘cause	it	eats	
all	the	bad	germs.”

What	are	students	saying	about	the	learning	in	the	forest?

I	feel	calm	and	relaxed	in	the	
forest	because	I	love	nature.		

The	forest	calms	me	and	I	feel	
good	there.

“A	visit	to	the	Outdoor	classroom	with	
our	Big	Buddies	(grade	7’s)	is	always	
met	with	enthusiasm.		Whether	it	is	
9inding	a	special	stone,	creating	some-
thing	out	of	Nature,	using	all	our	
senses	to	discover	new	things,	clean-
ing	up	the	area,	climbing,	balancing	or	
sitting	quietly	it	connects	everyone	to	
Nature.”	Kindergarten	Teacher
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Learning	Environment

Writing	Club

“In	the	Fall	of	2014	two	of	my	new	ELL	stu-
dents	came	to	me	at	recess	saying	they	didn't	
want	to	go	outside	because	they	had	no	one	to	
play	with.	Instead,	they	wanted	to	stay	inside	
and	write.	That	recess	I	encouraged	them	to	go	
play	with	each	other	but	at	lunch	we	could	
write	together.	As	weeks	passed	they	invited	sib-
lings	and	classmates	and	the	Writing	Club	
was	formed.	

Since	then	the	group	on	the	surface	is	still	about	
Writing	and	some	students	do	see	it	as	a	chance	
to	get	extra	writing	support.	Underneath	all	of	
that	though,		it’s	so	much	more	than	writing.	
It’s	still	a	safe	place	to	make	friends,	especially	
for	the	new	ELL	students.	It’s	a	space	where	a	
common	passion	for	creativity	has	thrived.	The	
organic	group	brainstorming	that	occurs	on	a	
weekly	basis	is	like	no	other.	The	students	are	
the	ones	who	have	pursued	entering	contests	
and	even	came	up	with	the	idea	of	a	Writing	
Club	Newspaper	so	they	can	share	their	writing	
with	each	other.	Every	Wednesday	for	the	last	
three	years	I	have	been	able	to	witness	stu-
dents'	willingness	(and	eagerness!)	to	be	part	of	
a	mixed	personality,	cultural,	grade	group.	It’s	
de9initely	a	highlight	of	every	week	for	me.”	

Catie	Corbett,	ELL	Teacher



Writing Club

“Writing	club	happens	every	
Wednesday	in	the	ELL	room.	It	is	a	place	
where	writers	share	their	thoughts	and	idea	
with	their	friends	and	other	writers	in	the	
club.	Also,	Writing	club	makes	it	easy	to	
work	on	a	story	with	your	friends.	When	
someone	9inishes	a	story,	they	can	always	
ask	Ms.	Corbett	or	another	club	member	to	
help	with	proofreading.	Some	of	the	stories	
or	poems	written	were	entered	in	contests	
and	even	got	published	in	a	book!	We	not	
only	write	in	Writing	Club,	but	also	play	fun	
writing	games.	My	favourite	is	the	one	
which	everyone	gets	to	write	one	word	and	
you	pass	the	paper	around	to	create	a	story.	
It	is	always	interesting	to	see	how	the	sto-
ries	turn	out,	usually	unexpectedly.	One	
word	can	have	a	really	big	impact	on	the	
whole	story!”	

Grade	7	student

Dear	Ms.	Howick,	

First,	I	think	writing	club	contributes	to	a	
positive	learning	experience	because	it	en-
courages	free	writing	and	making	new	
friends.	You	can	also	get	help	for	writing	
related	homework!	Some	things	I	like	
about	writing	club	is	having	a	pretty	quiet	
room	to	write	in,	entering	contests	and	
spending	time	with	friends.	One	thing	I	
learned	is	that	in	poetry	you	put	the	
comma	right	before	the	next	rhyming	
word.	For	example,

Roses	are	red,
Violets	are	blue,
I	like	my	dog,

and	he	likes	me	too!

Finally,	I	come	to	writing	club	to	do	all	the	
things	I	have	written	about	and	more!

From	Annika	

(Gr.5	-	attending	Writing	club	2	years)
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Learning	Environment
Aboriginal	Worldview

As	we	move	forward	at	Canyon	Heights,	we	are	work-
ing	to	embed	the	ideas	of	the	Aboriginal	Culture	into	
all	parts	of	our	curriculum.

“As	students	are	working	on	the	Personal	and	
Social	competency	they	are	learning	about	a	
variety	of	strategies	to	solve	problems	in	
peaceful	ways.		Learning	about	how	other	
people	and	cultures	solve	problems	helps	the	
students	understand	that	there	are	many	
ways	to	solve	a	problem	and	that	when	we	all	
work	together	a	peaceful	compromise	to	the	
problem	can	result.”

Teacher	Voice:



Teacher	Voice:	“In	January	we	were	very	lucky	to	have	
Dallas	Guss	come	and	bless	our	salmon	tank.	The	stu-
dents	were	all	very	excited	about	this	and	really	happy	
to	know	that	the	salmon	would	have	a	better	life	be-
cause	Dallas	blessed	them.	Dallas	Virst	sang	a	welcome	
song	with	us	then	he	told	us	the	story	of	the	raven	and	
the	sun.	Afterwards	he	used	cedar	boughs	to	bless	the	
tank	and	we	all	had	the	chance	to	use	some	cedar	
boughs	to	bless	the	tank	too	and	send	happy	thoughts	to	
our	salmon.	We	feel	that	because	of	the	salmon	bless-
ing,	we	were	able	to	release	approximately	80	to	90	
strong	and	healthy	salmon	fry	into	Mackay	Creek	in	
April.”

Salmon	Blessing

Student	Voice:

Today	a	First	Nations	elder	came	to	our	school.		His	
name	was	Dallas	and	he	told	us	about	the	First	Nations	
history	and	how	problems	were	solved	sometimes	using	
a	game.		Dallas	taught	us	the	bone	game,	it	was	really	
fun!



First	Art,	First	Step
“	My	grade	six	class	has	created	powerful	and	thought-provoking	
work	in	response	to	our	studies	of	Aboriginal	issues,	culture	and	leg-
acy	of	residential	schools	in	Canada.	They	would	like	to	share	their	
understanding	and	feelings	to	what	they	have	learned	and	how	they	
transformed	this	knowledge	into	works	of	art.	In	the	course	of	mak-
ing	these	pieces	(which	was	a	long	and	challenging	process!),	they	de-
veloped	pride,	not	only	in	their	artistic	abilities,	but	also	in	their	capa-
bilities	to	communicate	their	concern,	caring,	respect,	and	desire	to	
see	change	in	Canada	around	First	Nations	issues.”		Marly	Haller,	
Teacher,	Canyon	Heights	Elementary
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Learning	Environment
Leadership,	Social	Awareness	and	Responsibility

Leadership	within	a	school	is	dem-

onstrated	in	a	myriad	of	ways	

through	initiatives	of	the	students,	

staff	and	parents.		Students	are	

leaders	when	they	feel	safe	and	

able	to	contribute	in	sel9less	ways	

in	which	their	actions	and	exam-

ples	bene9it	the	community.		Lead-

ers	will	foster	relationships	across	

the	grades	and	respectfully	listen	

to	the	needs	of	the	school	commu-

nity	and	feel	empowered	to	make	

a	difference.



Lunch	monitors	

“I	volunteered	to	lunch	monitor	because	I	wanted	to	experi-
ence	taking	care	of	children	and	gain	leadership	skills”		
Bettina

“I	wanted	to	do	something	nice	for	the	school	and	meet	some	
possible	buddies	to	be	a	role	model”	 Alex	

Inclusion	on	the	playground

			

Recess	and	lunch	are	the	opportunity	in	a	school	
day	for	many	students	to	practice	their	leader-
ship	skills	and	dedication	to	our	school	commu-
nity.		Encouraging	students	to	try	a	new	sport	
and	participate	with	peers	during	lunch	break!		

Buddy	Classes

                   

Buddy	classes	encourage	connections	with	younger	students	in	
the	school	to	foster	relationships	across	the	school	community.



Riding	in	a	wheelchair	provides	students	an	
opportunity	to	gain	empathy	and	understand-
ing	of	others	by	experiencing	9irsthand	limita-
tions	of	mobility.		

Social	Awareness	and	Responsibility



When	we	began	this	focus	on	creating	a	respectful	

school	climate,	we	focused	on	the	physical	environ-

ment.	This	year,	we	focused	on	the	learning	envi-

ronment.	Next	year,	we	will	look	at	how	the	social	

emotional	environment	in	our	classrooms	affects	

the	overall	school	climate.

ç What’s	Next	for	Canyon	Heights?

In	June	2015,	we	described	the	social	
emotional	environment	this	way:

Social/Emotional	Environment
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Strategies	may	include:

• Explore	how	to	build	community	and	inclusion	in	our	classrooms	(e.g.	Tribes	program;	

Second	Step)

•Revisit	Leah	Kuypers’	Zones	of	Regulation	–	how	can	students	learn	to	self-regulate?

•Revisit	Stuart	Shanker’s	work	on	self-regulation	

•Wild	BC	–	how	does	being	in	nature	affect	students’	social	emotional	well-being?

• First	Peoples	Principles	of	Learning	-	Learning	ultimately	supports	the	well-being	of	the	

self,	the	family,	the	community,	the	land,	the	spirits,	and	the	ancestors.	

• Notice,	name	and	nurture	the	aspects	of	the	Personal	and	Social	Core	Competency

Our	plan	for	17/18	is	to	focus	on	the	social	emotional	environment	in	our	
classrooms.


