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APPLICATION PACKAGE – 2017-2018 
 

Beginning in September 2017, the new Outdoor 
Education Academy will be available to all grade ten 
students.  Offered out of Sutherland Secondary, the 
academy will bring students out of the classroom and 
into nature.  It will provide hands-on experiences that 
break down traditional boundaries between subject 
areas and offer cross-curricular learning. 
 

Welcome! 
This package of information is intended to provide an 

overview of the North Vancouver School District Outdoor 

Education Academy (OEA) and the application process. 

 

Throughout the school-year, students will participate in a 

variety of outdoor day trips and overnight excursions. 

Activities will range from ocean kayaking to wilderness 

camping, and will take place in various locations across North 

Vancouver and further afield in Southwestern B.C. Students 

may paddle in Deep Cove one day, and the next venture out to 

go backpacking on the west coast of Vancouver Island.  

 

OEA learners are instructed in the proper means of 

participating in a variety of outdoor activities that may include: 

hiking and backpacking, ocean kayaking, canoeing, stand-up 

paddle boarding, surfing, rock climbing, cycle-touring, snow 

shoeing, Nordic skiing, and essential outdoor skills. This 

introduction to outdoor activities serves as a foundation for 

active and healthy living. 

 

This place-based learning approach to education: 

 increases academic achievement; 

 helps students develop stronger ties to their community; 

 enhances students’ appreciation for the natural world; 

 develops citizens who are active and engaged in both local 

and global communities (Sobel, 2004)   

 

Program Goals 
 To introduce each learner to a variety of outdoor activities; 
 To provide instruction in the proper means of participating 

in these activities; 
 To help learners develop an understanding and 

appreciation of their community and natural environment; 
 To provide hands-on, real-world learning experiences that 

to help learners develop personal and social competency. 

Program Objectives 
 Outdoor Activity 

OEA learners are instructed in the proper means of 

participating in a variety of outdoor activities that may include: 

 
• Hiking and backpacking  • Ocean kayaking 
• Canoeing   • Paddle boarding 
• Surfing    • Rock climbing 
• Cycle-touring   • Snow shoeing  
• Nordic skiing 

This introduction to outdoor activities serves as a foundation 
for active and healthy living. 

 Place-based Education 
‘Learning in’ and ‘Learning of’ place are fundamental 
components of OEA. Hands-on, real-world learning 
experience grounded in the students’ local community and 
environment: 

o increases academic achievement; 
o helps students develop stronger ties to their 

community; 
o enhances students’ appreciation for the natural world, 

and  
o develops citizens who are active and engaged in both 

local and global communities (Sobel, 2004, p.7). 
 

 Personal and Social Development 
The underlying purpose of OEA is to provide experiences 
that help learners develop personal awareness and socially 
responsible proficiencies.  
 

Personal awareness and responsibility includes the skills, 
strategies, and dispositions that help students to stay healthy 
and active, set goals, monitor progress, regulate emotions, 
respect their own rights and the rights of others, manage 
stress, and persevere in difficult situations.  
 
Social responsibility involves the ability and disposition to 
consider the interdependence of people with each other and 
the natural environment; to contribute positively to one’s 
family, community, society, and the environment; to resolve 
problems peacefully; to empathize with others and appreciate 
their perspectives; and to create and maintain healthy 
relationships. 
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Program Structure 
This year, 56 students will be accepted into the OEA Academy 
program. For their grade 10 year, students must transfer to 
Sutherland where they will participate in two half-year 
semesters.  
 

In one semester, 28 learners will participate in an ‘Integrated 
Semester’ while the other 28 students will be involved in a 
‘Block Semester’.  In the second semester, the learning groups 
switch, thus completing both portions of the program. 

 
 Integrated Semester 
 

During the integrated semester, learners will engage in a 

combination of outdoor activities, field studies, wilderness 

trips, volunteer opportunities and classroom-based academics 

including: 

o Humanities 10 (includes English 10 and Social Studies 10) 
o Physical and Health Education 10 
o Outdoor Education 10 

Approximately 50% of days will be in the field, and 50% based at 
Sutherland. 

 
 Block Semester 
 

During the block semester, learners will plan and participate in 
local day trips while they complete their academic curriculum 
including: 

o Science 10 
o French 10 
o Mathematics 10 
o Outdoor Education 11 
 

OEA teaching staff will integrate learning in, for and about 

nature across the curriculum by: 

o Teaching in the field and community  
o Promoting public-service activities and projects  
o Engaging students with current and local sustainability 

issues  
o Integrating culturally relevant ways of understanding the 

natural world 
o Making personal connections with place  
 

At the end of the year, all successful OEA learners will have met 
the requirements for completion of Grade 10.  

 

 

Who Should Apply? 
This year, 56 students will be accepted into the OEA Academy 
program.  Learners will participate in two half-year semesters 
based at Sutherland Secondary School.  Students must transfer 
to Sutherland for the year.  
 

Diversity of participants will enhance and enrich the OEA 

experience.  We invite invitations from all current Grade 9 

students, including International students who will be attending 

a NVSD school during their grade 10 year. 

 

This program will be best suited to: 

o a student looking for adventure and challenge 

o Learners who are interested in pursuing the goals of the 

program 

o Learners who are committed to consistently trying their 

best in the academic, physical and social aspects of the 

program 

Don’t Apply…. 
o only because your parents have asked you to; you must 

also want to be part of the OEA program 

o only because your friends are applying; you as an individual 

must want to participate in the OEA 

o with a mindset that it will be an ‘easy year’.  This is a 

rigorous program with high academic, physical and social 

emotional expectations.  
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Minimum Requirements 
Successful applicants must: 

o pass all grade 8 and 9 core subjects (English, Social 

Studies, Math, Science, P.E. and a second language); 

o maintain a minimum C+ average across the six subjects. 

o meet the grade 9 standard for physical fitness. As a 

measure, applicants must be able to run 2.4 km in under 14 

minutes. 

o be committed to creating a social environment that 

supports respect and responsibility. 

Safety Considerations 
Safety is our first priority.  Prior to each trip, we will prepare 
incident response systems (including emergency evacuation 
procedures).  We hire guides who are expert in their fields for all 
overnight trips.  We keep low ratios – each overnight will have a 
maximum of 14 learners with 2 or 3 staff members / guides (at 
least one female and one male). 

Staff will be equipped with communication equipment (satellite 
phones, VHF radios, cell phones), 

Learners play a vital role in creating a safe program.  Staff and 
guides will provide instruction on safety precautions and 
correct procedures for each activity.  There is an expectation 
that students will follow all reasonable instructions and 
directions from staff. 

Program Fees 
The fee for this academy is $2500 for the full year.  These funds 
cover the cost of outdoor equipment, transportation and 
accommodation.  Learners must supply their own clothing, 
footwear, some personal equipment and food for overnight 
trips. 

 

 

Equipment Provided 
The following equipment is provided for student use / safety: 
o Backpack 
o Sleeping bag and stuff sac 
o Sleeping mat 
o Sit pad 
o Tent, fly, poles, ground sheet, tarp with ropes 
o Stove, pots, fuel bottle and fuel 
o Bowl, cup, water bottle (1 L) 
o Wetsuit, PFD 
o Ocean kayak, sprayskirt, paddle 
o Canoe, paddle 
o Rock-climbing shoes, harness, helmet, ropes 
o Cross-country (Nordic) skis, boots, poles 
o Snow shovel, poles, snow shoes 
o Group water containers and water treatment equipment 
o Compass, maps and charts 
o Safety and rescue equipment 
o First aid kit, repair kit 
o Gaiters 
o Whistle 

Clothing & Equipment Required 
The following equipment must be supplied by OEA students 
and their families: 
o Rain jacket and pants (waterproof) 
o Light-weight polyester or wool top and bottom (long 

underwear) 
o mid-weight fleece top and bottom 
o heavy-weight synthetic (fleece) jacket or wool sweater 
o wind pants 
o shorts 
o synthetic sock liner socks 
o synthetic or wool socks 
o synthetic or wool hat 
o synthetic or wool mittens 
o waterproof over-mitts 
o hiking boots 
o rubber boots 
o winter boots 
o sun hat 
o sunglasses with 100% UVA and UVB block 
o sunscreen 
o daypack 
o pocket knife, lighter 
o headlamp / flashlight with spare bulb and batteries 
o watch with alarm 
o Toiletries 
o Incident Response kit 
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Trips 
Trips during the 2017-2018 school year may include: 

3-day 
Trips 

4-day 
Trips 

5-day  
trips 

7-day 
Trips 

Cheakamus 

Centre 

Hiking, canoeing, 
ocean kayaking, 
surfing or 
mountain biking 

Counsellor 

at Outdoor 

School 

Program 

Hiking, 

canoeing, 

or ocean 

kayaking 

Winter 

camping trip 

 Plus many day trips 

Students will be grouped into teams, each with a teacher and 

a guide.  Groups will be determined prior to each excursion. 

Application Materials 
In addition to the information you will find in this package, you 
will need: 

 Application Form 

 Reference Letter Forms (2) 

 School Transfer Form  

These forms can be found on our website, and must be 
complete and handed in at your interview. 
 

Application Procedures and Timelines 
All interested students must participate in an interview.  

Interviews are approximately 90 minutes in duration, and will 

be held at Sutherland Secondary School at the following 

times: 

Mon. Jan. 30, 2017 9:00am, 10:30am, 1:00pm, 3:30 pm 

Tues. Jan. 31, 2017 3:30pm 

Please sign up online at https://oea.schoolappointments.com 

Please bring the following to the interview: 

1. Completed Application Form 
2. Copies of the Grade 8 final Report Card and the Grade 9 

Term 1 Report Card, including teacher comments 
3. Two confidential reference letter forms in sealed envelopes 
4. School Transfer Form (signed by your current principal) 
5. Please wear PE strip and running shoes to the interview 

*Failure to submit all required documentation at the time of the 

interview will disqualify the application. 

These are group interviews with up to 20 students and 2 staff 

members per interview.  Students will hand in forms, receive an 

orientation to the OEA and then do an in-class writing exercise.  

Following this will be an initiative task and finally a 2.4 km timed 

run on the Sutherland track. 

 

Lottery 
OEA may receive more applications than the 56 spaces that are 

available.  

After the interview process, all applications that meet the 

minimum requirements are placed in a lottery.  The lottery will 

be run in early February 2017 by the Principal of Enhanced 

Programs and Academies.  We aim for a balance of males and 

females in the program, but students are not pre-selected or 

recruited. 

Students not selected through the lottery process will be placed 

on a waitlist and will be contacted if any applications are 

withdrawn prior to program commencement. 

Acceptance 
All applicants will be notified (successful and unsuccessful).  To 

confirm placement in the OEA, successful applicants must 

submit the following by March 1, 2017: 

 Forms sent with the Acceptance Package 

 $357.00 non-refundable deposit payable via School 

CashOnline 

Payment 
Remaining payments may be made in equal installments of 

$357.00 due on the 1st of: 

April 2017   May 2017 

June 2017   July 2017 

August 2017  September 2017 

 

The full balance of $2500.00 must be paid in full prior to 

commencing the program.  Failure to do so may result in 

placement being lost and offered to a waitlisted student. This 

serves as a full year commitment to the program. No 

refunds will be issued after the program begins. 
 

Policies 
The Board of Education believes that schools provide safe, 

caring and orderly environments for purposeful learning 

activities.  In order to allow students to fully participate in their 

educational program, schools meet standards set out in the 

BC Human Rights Code. 

NVSD schools clarify, and in their codes of conduct, publish 

expectations for student behaviour.  These are detailed in 

Policy 302:  Student Conduct. 
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Question & Answer 
Do I need previous camping/outdoor experience? 
No. The program staff will teach you the fundamentals of 
wilderness camping and travel. You must have an interest in 
trying or pursuing outdoor activities. 

Do I need to know how to swim? 
No, but you must be able to remain calm while floating in water 
over your head (wearing a PFD/lifejacket). 

What is the size of trip groups? 
14 students accompanied a staff member and a guide (at least 
one female and one male). The number of adult chaperones 
depends on the type of trip. 

How do the trip meals work? 
Menu planning, food purchasing and meal preparation is done 
in small groups (2 or 3 students) with the guidance of program 
staff. 

How physically fit do I need to be? 
The Outdoor Education Academy is a physically demanding 
experience but, anyone who enjoys moderate exercise will find 
the activities well within their physical ability. 

Can I choose my Integrated and Block terms? 
No. But, successful applicants will be asked to state their 
preferred term placement. This preference is not guaranteed – 
due to scheduling constraints, some students will be placed in 
a term that is not their preferred choice. 

What if I’ve already completed a Grade 10 subject? 
All students in Grade 10 are required to be enrolled in a full 
load of courses (a Ministry of Education requirement). 
Students who have previously-completed courses must top-up 
their course load with a DL course. 

 
 
 
 
I’m a French Immersion student interested in applying to the 
Outdoor Education Academy. How will I fulfill the 
requirements required to graduate with a bilingual 
dogwood? 
 
The new Secondary French Immersion course configuration 
(implemented in September 2017) will provide French 
Immersion students with more flexible pathways to 
graduation, as well as the opportunity to participate in District 
Academies.  Since French Immersion students who 
participate in the Outdoor Education Academy at Sutherland 
will take only one course in French (Français langue) 
during their Grade 10 year, they will need to take extra French 
Immersion courses (face to face or online) in Grades 8-9 and 
in Grades 11-12 in order to complete the required number of 
French courses for graduation with a bilingual dogwood.  It is 
recommended that French Immersion students who 
are interested in the Outdoor Education Academy speak to 
their home school counsellors to begin planning their 
timetable to ensure that they meet the requirements for 
graduation as a French Immersion student.  
 
If I’m transferring from another school for the year, can I 
play on a sports team while I’m at Sutherland? 
Yes. B.C. School Sports is the governing body with regard to 
sport competition in B.C. Schools. Students transferring from 
other schools for the year must abide by B.C. School Sports 
Eligibility Policies. These include: 1) If you compete in any 
registered B.C. School Sport for Sutherland Secondary School 
during your OEA year (Grade 10) you must sit out for a year of 
eligibility (Grade 11) when you return to your home school. 
2) While at OEA you may continue to compete for your home 
school (with permission of the school) and not lose your 
eligibility for your Grade 11 year.  

For more detailed information please consult the complete 
eligibility document at 
http://www.bcschoolsports.ca/sites/default/files/files/resour
ces/Handbook%202016-2017_3.pdf Page 64 (D.9.8.5) 

 

Contact Information 
Thank you for your interest.  We look forward to 

meeting with you during the application 

process.  Please email academies@sd44.ca if 

you have any questions. 
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